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|OUR ‘GANADIAN PORTRAIT GALLSRY.—No: _,1'7; o
" .SIR GEORGE E. CARTIER, BART.

‘Despito the political troubles through which Cu'nnda.y has.

passed, and though the differences in language, religion
“and national traditions between the two classes of the
population wers such as to have naturally aggravated
thase troubles to an extraordinary extent, the country
has arrived at a degree of development in its politieal in-
stitutions, and in combining freedom with order, at a cost
of agitation and social disturbance quite trifling compared
with the trials other countries have Leen compelled to
endure. Its success in establishing a political system so
much in harmony with the sentiments of all classes of
the people, though in a great measure due to the indul-
gent poliey of the British Government, has been materially
aided by the excellent spirit of mutual forbearance and
consideration shewn by each class towards the other. The
claim of majorities to tyrannize over minorities, or to
force them into conformity against their consciences, has
never been recognized in Capada. In fact this couniry
has Dbeen peculiarly placed on the question of minority
rights, and Sir George E. Cartier has won few more honour-
able distinctions throughout his political career than that
of being the unflinching advocate of these rights. Reecog-
nising the obligation imposed upon the public men of the
country to secure harmony among all classes, he has
worked to that end on ihe enlightened principle of giving
the fullest recognition of the rights and privileges cluimed
by each class, compatible with equal justice to bLoth.
Unwilling to abate a jot of what is due to his own race
and creed, he has been equally resoluie in upholding the
same measure of freedom for others. And in the wider
tield of Canadian statesmanzbip, the remodelling of the
constitution and the developmient of the material re.
sources of the country. as well as in the reform of its
laws, Le has shewn a spirit eminently Canadian—tenacious
of the right, fearless in dealing with the wrong, and hope-
ful of the bright destiny which the future has in store for
the couniry. it well and wisely governed, and the en
ergies of the people properly directed. The author of -0
Canadu ! Mon Da s, Mes Amours!” may well take a pride
in his native country. To him it possesses more than the
ordinary attractions of country, for it is in a sense a sort
of family inheritance. &ir George is a lineal descendant
of the brother of the intrepid navigator of St. Malo, who,
in 1334, explored a portion of the river St. Lawrence and
took possession of the country in the name of his sovereign
Francis the First. Such a circumstance 13 caleulated to
inspire patiotic feelings of more than usual warmth ; and
when we find Sir George the foremost public man in his
own Province, and one of the foremost in the Dominion,
we recognize the proprietv of the position alike from
hereditary association and personal achievenent.

George Liienne Cartier is the son of the Iate Jacques
Cartier, of St. Antoine, and was born in 1814, Ie was
educated at St. Salpice, Montreal. and admitted to the
bar of Lower Canada in 1835, In 1854 lLe was created
Quzen's Counsel, and in 1866 admiited to the bLar of
Upper Canada, About the timewhen Mr. Cartier entered
on his professional career, political feeling ran high, both
in Upper and Lower Canada. The “patriols” were then
deep into the agitation which culminated in the troubles
of "37 and "33 and Mr. Cartier, with the impetuosity of
vouth, advocated the popular cause. But the gpirit which
chafed under and rebelled against an unequal system of
government proved in later years the staunch upholder of
Crown and Constitution, when the latter was remodelled
so far as to confer upon the people that voice in the
direction of affuirs to which, according to British theory
and modern practice, they are fairly entitled, and which,
in Canada at least, it must be said they have not abused.
These troublous times over, Mr. Cartier setiled down
quietly to the practice of his profession in Montreal, and
soon won a distinguished position ab the bar. Al the
general clection, in Mareh, 1848, he emerged from his
retirement and offered himself as a ecandidate for the re-
presentation of the County of Vercheres, which at a for-
mer time had been represented by his grandfather. In
this appeal he was successful, and coniinued to sit for
that County up to 1561. At the gencral election in 18357,
when the late 3r. McGee first appeared as a candidate for
Puarliamentary honours, Mr. Cartier ran for Montreal as
well as for his old constituency; but the city then de-
clared for the Opposition, returning Messrs. Dorion and
3feGee on that side, and Mr, Rose as the only represen-
tative of the Ministerial party. Before the next general
clection Montreal was divided into three constituencips—
Last, West and Centre; and in 1861 Mr. Cuariier was re-

" turned for Montreal East, which division he has continued
io represent up to the present time, thus enjoying an un-
interrupted Parliamentary carcer of twenty-two years,

~ with every prospect of there being many more yet to add
to it. R ‘ o N
.. Mr. Cartier entered ‘Parliament as a Liberal, that is if

" we class the two French Canadian parties of the time, led

respectively by the late Sir II. Iafontaine and the'Hon.
L. J. Papineau, as 'Libemls 'nh‘d Radicals (Rouges).. When
the Union between Upper and Lower Canada became an
accomplished -fact, Messrs. Buldwin and Lafontaine, the
Reform leaders of ‘tha Western and Fastorn Provinces,
joined their forces, and resting upon that nct as the char.
ter of the country's liberties, devised, and to some extent,
carrried out a policy designed for the geuneral welfara ot
both peoples, by giving to each the largest possiblo mea.
sure of priviloges consistent with the rights of the other.

In a fow years Mr. Hincks succeeded Mr. Baldwin, and Mr. |

Morin Mr. Lafontaine, but only to carry out the samo
policy; and as the Lafontaine-Motin party had no apposi
tion among the French Canadians, except that offered by
the extreme Radieals, it soon became in name, a3 it wasin
fact, the French Canadian Conservative party. Mr. Cartier
entered Parlinment as a member of this party; and in
1351 and again in 1833 was offered a place in the Govern-
ment, but on both occasions he declined to aceept affice,
because of the claims on his time of bis pro essional prac.
tice. ITe, however, from his first entrance into Parliument
held a prominent rank in the party, and on the retirement
of Mr. Morin from politieal life, became ifs leader in tha
Legislative Assembly. On the re-assembling of Parlinment
on the 5th September, 18534, immediately after the general
election, Mr. Cartier was put forward as Ministerial candi-
date for the Speakership. The QOpposition nominated
Mr. L. V. Sicotte who was elected by a majority of three.

[i was a vote on the question of contidence or non confi- |
dence in the Government, shewing that the two partics in .

oppos tion—the Conservatives and the Radicals—were

prepared to elub their resources for the purpose of turn. |
It shewed the relative strength of |
- doubde

ing out the Ministry.
the two sections of the Cabinet at a time when the
majority " was a live elvment in Canadian politics.
Cartier had a majority of mine from Lower Canada, shew.
ing that Mr. Morin was sufliciently well backed for ali
practical purpeses; but from Upper Canada there was a

Mr.

majority of twelve against him, proving not only that Mr. .
Hincks had lost command of the Upper Province, bt

that the Ministry was in a minority of the whole.

Cabinet, and

came into power. We have been thus precize about this

matter, because it was the beginning of the fumous

4 Coalition™ government, of which Mr. Cartier beesme a

member in January of the following year (55, holding

the office of Provineinl Secretary until May, 1536, when he

was appointed Attorney General in the Tache Macdanald
When Sir E. P. Tache retired from

Cabinet then formed.

the Government, in November, 1857, Mr. Carticr becama -
the Macdenald Cartier
C:binet, and after the Ministerial changes in the first
1 the title !
changed to Cartier-}acdonald, continued in coffice untit

the T.ower Canada Premier, in

H
)
4

week of August, 1838, the same Cabinet, wit

the 21st of May, 1802, when it retived froms office an sn |

adverse vote of the Assembly, _
vited to form a government in March, 1864, on tha full of
the J. & Macdonald-Dorion Cabinet, but declined in favour
of 8ir E. I'. Tache, In the Tache Macdonald Cabinet then
formed Mr. Cartier resumed the L. C. Altornev.-Gegeral.
ship, which he continucd to hold up to ths Uninn.

AMr., Cartier was again in

On

the first day of July, 1867, he was sworn in of the Quern's
Privy Council for Canada, and accepied the office of Min- .

ister of Militia and Defence in the government then formerd
by Sir John A. Maedenald, which office lie now holds,
On the Ist of July, 1867, Lord Monck signified to the

gentlemen assembled in the Privy Council Chamber tha -
plensurs of IHer Majesty that the distinetion of the Com.
panionship of the Bath be conferred upon Mr. Cartier, along -

with several other members of the Colonial Conference,
which had sat in London to framo the  British North
America Act of 1867." That distinction Mr. Cartier,
along with Mr. Galt, declined, and in the following year
Her Majesty was pleased to create him a Baronet of the
United Kingdom. :

Mr. (now Sir George) Cartier has had, along with Sir
John A. Macdonald, the chief direction of public afiirs in
Canada for the past fifteen years. Mis singular cnergy
and activity have rendered him not only a most uacful
but a most fortunate public man; for in spite of every
change, whether of party or of constitution, he has always
been found at the end of it with a following which
rendered him personally the strongest politician in the
country. In 1858 he heartily supporied the proposition
for the Confederation of British North Ameriea. In the
fall of that year, with 3essrs. Galt and Ross, he visited
England to press this policy on the Imperial Government,
and on that occasion had the distinguizhed henour of
being tho guest of Her Majesty at Windsor Castle. On
the vaxed question of the Seat of Government, Mr. Cartier
provdd loyal to the maintenance of the Queen’s decision
in favour of Ottawa, and in that particular has laid old
#Central Canada’ under deep obligation for his fidelity.

Tt need not be remarked that ho was a principal lparty to

This .
state of afthirs led to the retirement of the lHincks Morin
the Macnab-Morin Ministry hmmediutely !

i ‘that he
d Quobag
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tho alliance with the Hon. Goorge Brown 'in 1804
was & prominent member of the Charlottetown an
Conventiors ‘the sameo year; or that he was,
{ among the leading membors of the Colonial Conferencq
which framed the Union Act. In-the early full of 1868
Sir George, with the Hon. Mr. McDougall, again visited
J.Londou to accomplish a sottloment with the Hudson'g
i Bay Ljompany, m\d‘ represent to the Imperial Governmeny
cortain coloninl views regarding the subjeot of defence,
$In spite of great difticulties thal mission was VOry suc.
cessful. Though his colleague, Mr. MeDougal), Inb-ou:-c,'l
during great part of the timn under n severo sickness.
and though a change took placa in the Imperinl (ju\'uru:
ment, bringing into oflice a large representation of the Ant|.
Colomial party, still the Canadisn Ministors did thew
duty to the entire satisfaction of their own country, ang
succeeded in complotely enlisting the sympathies of the
Colonial Otfico in their oliject. Itis to he hoped the early
future may bring forth good fruits as the result of thiy
negotistion—at  present it is something worse than
barren.

Space will not permit of our enlarging on the many im.
portant Government measures passed into law during Sip
George Cartier's term of oftice—to discuss these would Lo
to write the history of Canada for the past lifteen years,
{ But it may be remarked a8 characteristic of the genius of
the man that at the Union he undertook the renrganism.
tion and management of the Militia force of the country
the very subject on which his government follin 1so: 'l."n,;
say that this bespeaks tho possession of preat mopl

3

 courage is but a poor compliment ; Sir George not anly hd
the courage to deal with the delieate subject, Lut the e
to present it in a popular form, and the result hys beey
that lLwperial statesmen have been abile to say, without
Cexaggeration, that the withdreawal of every Briti-ly seliier
" from Canada was bt the xigoal for ten Canadians to spring
into the ticld,  The Sceignorial Tenare Bill, Coditicntion or
“the Laws of Lower Canada, and other measures must La
passed over, as also Sir George’s enthusinsdo advecacy of
an enlightened Brivsh American policy, in eontradistine.
tion to those who lock forward to, and wauld fain propare
for new political slliances.  As a pralismentary Jeader, if
success be the measure of morit, then he surely ean com-
pare favourably with the pubilic men of thisx, or any other
ecountry.  As a debater, he is energetic bub somewing
Ctirescme to most listeners: with an extraordinary memory
and a Gaculty for unlimitesd discursiveness, he ean spetin o
a discourse to any required leng h; but is priveminently
distinguished for courtesy and good hinmour, o that his
harangues are always agreeabde, and when he clozes with
“an oppoenent he can show himself betimes the master not
only of logical argument but of Liting invective,  Though
the lender of the Freneh Canadian populution of Canada,
he enjoys & very wide pepularity ammng the geople of Dri
tish descent; and his place among Canadian statesnien
Dawill ever Le counted in the first rank, The foliowing, frem
Dine last edition of Butke's Peerage and Bearioicinge, will
Pehow what that reeognised authority las to <ay of him:
8ir ;. E Cartier, Baronet of the ety of Manfreal, T'oQ
fTominion of Canadda, G I Minister of Mifitin i the P
CCouncil of the Dlominien of Canada. Dern on the 0
CSeptember, 18141 marrial on the Jath of June (8000 Tler
tense, danphiter of Fdouard Havimond Faboe, Eag,of Montioal,
and had fs<us ¢ 3, Margnerite Josephine ;2 Mae Horto b
-3, Beine Victoria, dreeased,
L , . . . 1 naclins Bar
Sir Geerge, n distinguished menmber of the Canelan Bar,
amd o statesman of the highest monk, has occupied s
high positions, e was one of the delegates from Vinad:
Cat the conference helil in London rexpecting the Contodsation
Cof the Provineces of British North Ameriea. He was 1.‘1'“"_.'lm'l:ll
Secretary in January, 1835, Attorney-General of Lower t_":m:!_«l:\
in May, 1856, a member of the Exccutive Counsil i Pretiler
. Auwam ap-
: pointed Attorney-General in 1964 he continned {o bold that
: position until Confederntion.  He was ervated Baroncel on the
24th of August, 1808, i
The Cartier family iz one of the aldest in the conntry.
Pierre Cartier, of Prallices, Anjon, France, o linval descend-
L ant from one of the collnternd relations of Javques Cartier, of
¢ St. Malo, the celebrated aavignator who discoverad Canada, Lad
by hir wife, Marie Beaumicr, a son nnmc«.l_ . o
Jacques Cartier, born - in 1710, who emigraded (o € anaa i
1735 and married on the 6th of July, 1744, Marguenite, (.nn;,_ifh:
of Nicholas Monjeon and aunt of .-“(.ll)ﬁ'.'l[_,'ntflll"51}1“‘”'- the ﬁr*_
Archhishop of Quebee. Jacques Cartier dicd in 1766, leaving
geveral children, one of whom was ) .
Jacquer Corlier; born on the 11th of April, 1750, wha “'!"‘,s .
Licntenant-Colonel of Militin and a member of the Um“‘_‘i""‘
Legislature.  He married on the 27th of Septumber, ,’ihf
Cecilia, daughter of Charles Gervois, of Chateauzuay, and ©
Celesto Plessis, his wife, n cousin german of Monseigneur
Plessig, Bishop of Quebec, one of the most (hshnguxalh-‘(f ]lm--
. . . R " g shoy
lates of the Catholic Chureh in Canada, and the only l.»lsl{"l“
of that Clinreh who wns ealled on to form part m: the lr,.\c(.;lﬁl“\‘:»
Council. By this lady, who died on the 8th of F cl"l‘l'f“:‘)"’ ‘]‘;
Licutenant-Colonel Jacquen Cartier (who died on the Z2nd ©
March, 1814,) left n gon paped
Jacques Cartler, Lieutenant-Colone .
born on the 29th of August, 1774, who marrie s i< of
September, 1798, Marguerite, daughter of Joseph lur_ndi.].nl
St. Antoine, nnd died on the 20th of Angunst, 1841, hﬂf}"h{ ln
by his wife, died 26th of April, 1848, geveral Ch.l]t.h‘(‘ll,ull ‘E; 1‘;:‘,
besides three daughters, survivo three sons, Syl\'(.‘ﬁ_ll"»‘, "d o
and George Tticnne, who was created Baronet as above, and i
the present Sir Geerge E, Cartier. :
is motto is franc et sans dol.
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Fof the Canadinn Government from 1858 to 19620

1 in the Cansdinn Militia,
d on the $th of




