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judiciously ohserves, and.who, by the bye, cap not be Mr.,
Chisholm, or else he'1s wonderfully improved in every respéct,) |
wéonsists not “in fx'ee(.lbni’ from ceosure for,any criminal matter

that may be published? bit ' laying no prévious restraints tip-

on publications. ‘Every" 'freeman”has undoubtedly ‘a right.io,
lay, what gentiment he “pleases before the public. : o forbid

this, is to destrdy the, freedom of the press; but if he publishes
what is improper; mischievous, or illegal, he must fake the con-
sequences of his owa, temerity. 7o sulject the press to the re-
strictwe porbér of & hgenser, 15 to subject all frecdom of senti-

ment g the prejudices of onemaii, and make hum the arbitrary,

and infallible (wrécusable) judge of cll controverted points in

ledrning, relygion, and government "But to punish, as the law

) . ° o . - R}
now does, sny dabgerous or offensive writings which, nhen

published, shall, on"a farr and tmpartial tiial, be judged of 8
pernicious teadency, is necessaty “for the présetvation of peace
and good order,’ of government. and religion, thé only solid
foundatioos of civil liberty. A Thus the will of individuals_ is
still left free, abuse only of that free will, is the object of legal

pgnfsh‘ment.” } L .- -
-Ina well conceived, but’ rather faultily writfen, article.on
the Freedom of the ‘Press,” in the'Canadian " Times, it is said:
“freedom of speech, ‘we conceive, is an esseutjal to (6f) the b~
erty which our céngtitution affords, or ought .to afford us. . It
is true the powerful influeace of the press may be exerted fo.
sow sedition, and to create disturbances. But that is quite. au-
other matter,’ and for guch crimes a “fit punishrient. is provid-
ed.”® «The press has ever’been considered, avd with justice,
a barrier against tyranny, an en¢roackment upon its unalienable

- ights m & free country, 1s an indicaton (of tyranny) which

can not be mustaken, for it 15 a_distant (distinct) attack upon
the rights of the commnhity. ‘Che press’ss the medium through
which the commumcations between the rulers and the ruled are

*In the observations which the editors,of that_paper have

made upon the proceeding of the House of Assembly, with re- *

gard , to themselves, they have lost sight of this principle,—
They do not appear to have felt that, if they had been guilly of
inproper language mth respect o the house, a maiter whick by
beng called to the bar they would have been allowed the oppor-
tumty of disprovung, or of justifyng, the fit punishmeat thatis
provided for,1t,'s to recewe a reprimand and to pay the expens-
es attending: a commtial.by order of the house, Those who
have argued this matter, appear erronsously t& cdnsider that
written statutes, or charter-law, alone should decide 1t ; and for-
get that commosz-law, unwritten law, and ancient usage, are by
the tnestimable constitution of Englund, paramount end bnd-
ing, vnless absolutely contradicted by statute,
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