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she had no doubt of the mnessenger's fidclity, nor
that ie desired e.9cort ivas already aivaiting us at
the place appointed. This communication whicb,
lest ,something might occur to defeat our hopes, As-
caora bad before withheld from me, was listened to
with joyful interest. It seemed a confirmation of
our freedom--danger was surely at an end-every

* bound of our fiying vesset carried us nearer to the
goal of promise, and once under the protection of
Olocatara and his warriors, our safe conduct to

* rejoin the company of De Gourges, wbo it was ru-
moured stili 'lingcred on the coast, would be a mat-
ter of littie or no difficulty.

In that moment of deep and heartfelt joy, with
îvhat fervour did I breathe my gratitude to the
great giver of life for bis protecting care ; ivitb what
glowing words did I bless that bright forest maiden
for ait bier tenderness, and how pure and boly wcre
the emotions, with which I vowed to chcrish her
cirer in my bosom, and live for bier happincas, as she
had donc for mine, in the deep .recesses of bier wild
and savage home. How beautiful was the look of
grateful love wbich in return she lavished upon me ;and wben I added, that if even now sbe grieved to
quit the sylvan haunts of bier childhood, my hand,
fondly as it longed to clasp bers tbrough liCe, should
not, tear bier tbence-how touchingr was the tender-
ies". the maiden modesty, with wbich she made re-

ply. Tbere are lovely traits in woman's nature,
beautiful instincts in bier beart, wberever she may
dwell, but neyer bave 1 seen thcmn developcd with
sucb power and beauty as in the character of the
gentle Ascaora. Softly she bent lier head towards
me, and in a low sweet tone, answcrcd in hier own
peculiar and figurative dialect:

"Brother, sbould'st tbou'dcpart and leave lier,
Asceora would be like the fiower that droops its
head wbcn tbe warm sun no longer amiles upon it.
Trhe rains and the dcws shed no joy upon it-the
bec visits it in vain, and the song of the bird awakes
it flot to beauty-slowly it %vithers, and if tbe glory
tbat it loves woo it not back to life, it perishes, and
ceases to mingle iLs fragrance with the odour of its
iiter blossoms. Understandest thon my ivords 'i
Tby dark eyed maiden is that flower, and sbe ex-
ista only in the ligitt of thy love-let it be shed cirer
upon ber-even in that far off' land to which bier
steps wiIl follow thine, and no bligbt shall fait upon
the blossomn of bier lite, tilt the Great Spirit gathers
iL to bloomn in the f'air fields of the sivect South
West."

Scarcey4ad she uttered tbese ivords, whcn we
Were stairlfl by the round of other oars raingling
witb tic dasb of our own. Wildly Ascaora lookcd
around, wbile she guidcd bier canoc stili nearer to
the shore, hoping ta escape observation beneatb the
thick bougrhs thatoverlîung tlîe watcr. As for me,
cQward t.bat 1 was, my tangue clave to the roof of
jiy mouthe a cold dew stood upon rny forcbcad, and

the warmn current of my blood, that. an instant bc'
fore bad coursed with sucb vehemence througb 101l
Teins, now seemcd to congeat in masses of jCC
around my hcart. Silcntly and with a rigrid fi0lger'

pointed to a sin gle canoe that sbot round
lîeadland into the broad flood of moonligbt that 511"
vered tbe middle of the stream. It was CrOwded
with Indians, and as with dilated: cyes wc 8e
upon tben, their plumed hcads and sava orne
ments, glancing and glittering in thc moonba0So'
we saiw that, Lhey wcrc part of tbat band of hufltI",
îvith Takaitha et their bead, en îvhosc absence 0 ur
fate, depcndcd. Another and another boat no<r
rounded the headland, and breatblessly we croucW
withix, our little bark, boping, but ah ! how vaiI'
that our concealment was secure. Tbeir ett
sense had caught 'tha sqund of our oars, and neige~r
the silence of the grave, nor its "11Cimmeriande*
ness,"' could bave protected us from theitCal

»lne b bt des of our canoe, formied L
the silvcry bark of the bircb, betrayed our. itirkil'g
place, and instantly the first boat, in the bol"O
îvbicb stood the fierce Takaltha, darted uipon t1*6li
an cnraged animal upon its prcy. Hie cr7 ofl"&
triumph, wau echoed by ail bis followers, and ne'r
shook the walls of Pandemonium, witb more hOiàl
and ficndisb sounds, than those that on tbis fesl«' 1

niglit rune tbrough Uic wooded shores of that 1006"
and beautiful river. Tbe ebief bimscîf, migbt I
bave been mistaken for the prince of akef
around bis neck was wreatbcd the bodyo ~ n"
mous serpent, that hie bad siain during the a
hcad tbrown over one shoulder, and from the lVt
jaws, protruded the red, and poisonous fangs thet
had been tbrust forth in fury against its assailaOt,
sucb an adornment, added to the naturel fe On
bis aspect, and scowling, with rage and hgtred,
bie came, brandishing a massive club, as thOugb t"
deal upon bis victime instant death, and backed bl~
bis terrible band, sbouting witb ild and . 5
vage fury. IdIe would bave been ail show r
ance, and witb a heart quaiting before the h o
of the scene, I stood clasping the band of Ale&rs
and passivcly awaiting my doom. Not oo th il.
Indian girl-passionately sbe urged me tO ,P

"Tbou knowcst not bow fearful are their crueldeYet
she said ; "llet us fiee to the forest, and wc ixiaf b
reacb the country of Olocatara-or if we perîsb ter
savage bcasts, let iL be so-their fangs are lO5
rible than the wratli of ralàtba."

"Can the kite fiee, with thé talons of the ea m
in bier brcast," tbundered. the stern voice b
chief, as with our feet raised to spring Uton 0
bank, ho leapcd from bis canoe and gape0
shrinking form of the maiden fierccîy in bie $0
"Shanie to thy race VI he exclaimed OO

shaîl Uiy eyes feast upon the blood of theic 1 &~ 5io
and then thy own shall fiow, to wvasb aweY e
tbou hast st upon the name of Takaltb'


