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The annnal discourse dehvered by the editor at South-
juit, I L L dady sty v,

“And without contr versy great is the mystery of g ©
Jiness 3 God was mavpifest in the flesh, justified in  the
Spirit, reen of angely, preached unto the Gentiles, be-
lieved on in the world, reeeived up into glory.” (I Tim.
iii, 16.)

A competent person defines mystory ¢‘a
revealed secret,” When that which was lnd 1o
God is made known to man, it is called 2 mys-
tery, Paul says, <“Behold, 1 shew you u mys”
tery ; wo shall not all sleep, but wo shall be
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of
an eye, at the lust trump,” ete.,ete. (I Cor. xv,
31.) This mystery was once a sceret hid 1n
God, but is now revealed by the Spirit through
the apostles.

The text speaks of a secret too great to bo
controvated, but wus graudly demoustrated
and is to be received by men for their salva-
tion. Without it is no godliness. 1le describes
it in six grand facts. 1st. God was manifest
in the flesh ; 2nd, was justified in the Spirit,
3rd, seen of angels, 4th, preached unto the
Gentiles , 5th, believed on in the world § Guhb,
received up into glory.

Let us consider these facts in the order
heve stated. The fitst and greatest fact is
God was manifest in the flesh. This fact was
too great to be first announced by a mau as
were other facts, but God himself in the pres-
ence of men sa.d to Jesus at his baptism
from the opened heaven, “Thou art my
beloved Son, 1 whom I am well pleased.”

On the coasts of Ceamsarea Phihippi, Jesus
asked his disciples, “Whom do men say that
I the Son of Man amn ¥ Ilow would such a
question sound coming from any onc else ?
But it was highly proper for Jesus to ask and
press the question, for a world’s salvation de-
pended upon it. “Whom do ye say that I
am ?” and Simon Pcter answered, “Thou art.
the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus
blessed Peter and said of the {rutk, which he
had confessed: 1st, Flesh and blood hath
not revealed it to thee, but my Father which
is in heaven. 2nd, I will buwild my church
on this rock. 3rd, The gates of hell shall
not prevail against it.

Of himself he said, Thoun art Petros, but on
this Petra I will bmld my church. He calls
both the man and the frufk bhe confessed
Rock, but with this essential difference: the
man ke calls Pelrus,or a moving stone or rock
but the lrufl PeTrA, an immovable rock, :
bed rock, a sure foundation. In the same
chapter we are told that Jesus rebuked Peter,
calling him Satan, showing him to be a mov-
ing stone, utterly unfis for « foundation, but
after much dressing and polishing an excel-
lent building stone.  But LPelra, the bed rock,
the sure foundation, after every trial is un-
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changed, thesamo yesterday, to-day and for-
ever,

Just after God had announced Jesus as his
beloved Son, he was tempted of the devil, If
thou be the Son of God, do thus and su, bat
after evory trinl the rock was unmoved and
Satan vanquished. Tho truth he most hated
wos as firm as ever,

The enmity of wicked men aimed at that
truth. They called it blasphemy, stoned him
for saying it.  On his trial for hfe no wituness
could condemn him. " Hedid nosin.” “Never
cpened his hand but to bless; never wept but
in sympathy for human woe.” Iis judge,
the high priest, was baflled. P:late could find
vo fault in him, neithor could the high priest,
e then appealed to Jesu . us on oath to tell
them if he were tho Son of God. Jesus said
vl am."” The priest suid to the people, We
nevd no otherwitness, ye have heard his bias-
phemy. What think ye ? And they all said,
e is guilly of dewlh. He dics then for con-
fessing that he is the Son of the Living God,
He dies that we might hive,and the good con.
fession ‘he made in his death is the confession
wo make when we are saved. It is the rock
on whicii the church is built,  ‘Fhe man who
believes with all bis heart that Jesus is the
Son of God is begotten of God. e that be-
lreveth on the Son hath everlasting life, e
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved,
When the Ethiopian officer heard Philip
preach Christ and came to a certain water
he said, “Here is water, what doeth hinder
me to be baptized.” Philip caid, ““If thou be-
lievest with all thine heart thou mayest.
Hesail, ““I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of
God.” And they went down both 1nto the
water, both Philip and the eunuch, and he
baptized him. To confess this truth is called
the good confession. Jesus had made it be
fore Pilate. Timothy had also made 1t befor®
may witnesses (I Tim. xii, 13.) ““With th,
heart man believeth unto righteousness, and
with the mouth confession is i ade unto sal.
vation.” God manifest in the flesh is the
grand creed of the church. We hear of
churches revising their creeds to suit the
times. What scemed suitable to be believed
im past times needs modifying and improving
to keep up with the iucreasing hight of the
present age. Ilow conld this creed be im.
proved ? It needs no revising, but remains
the same from age to age. In 1cceiving it we
accept of Christ as our own loving Suviour,
and in faithfully loving and serving him we
hold fast the good confession till he shall con-
fess us before his Father and the holy angels.

Some think it was the church against
which the gates of hades or death would not
prevail, but 1t was not the church which
death now assails, bat the rock on which the
church is built. The great question to be
decided is this, £s Jesus the Clrest the Sun of
the Living God? Gud said he is, Jesus said 1
am, Jews and Centiles deny it and put him
to an accursed death for saying it. The
gates of hades cpen for him and hie pure
spirit pagses into the unseen. All men, good

and bad, havebeen held by death, will it hold

him ? I he is only a man it will. If he is
the Son of the living God he will rise the
third day and make eternal havoe of this last
enemy, How much Jopends upon thoe ovents
of these two or three days. He is condemned
by all men, and now lies like a criminal in a
dishonored grave. IBut the priestsure nnecasy
and apply for a guard. Lf his body cannot
be found,the last error is worse than the first,
Neither they nor Pilate’s soldiers can follow
him past the grave. Buthe is condemned and
conquered, and who cun deliver him ?  This
leads us to tho second fact in the great
mystery.

Second, IIe was justiied in the Spirit.
Death has not prevailed. His eternal power
and Godhead is & settlod truth demoustrated
by the Spirit of God in the resurrection of
Christ. An angel rolls away tho stone, the
seal is broken and Jesus walks out of the
sepulehre its eternal conqueror. What can
his enemies now do? 'They said,let us frame
a lie, o mean and foolish one to be sure, but
it is tho best we can do. Guards, circulate
this lie. It may cost you your life but we
will persuade the governor and secure you.
Say his disciples stole him away while we
slept.

1t is very difficult to forge a lie in the face
of blazing truth, Kven if these few timid
disciples had taken the body from the
armed guards, why would they not compel
them to bring it back as soon as the theft
was discovered? Surely the whole Jewish
nation, backed by Rome’s mighty legions,
would no. be fooled and conquered by a
handful of weak disciples without men or
money. Where was the body of the crucified
One, wus a question, and remains a question
which infidelity cannot answer. The priests
believed he rose, and dare nou deny it. Lhey
never charged the disciples with theft, nor
demanded from them the body of Jesus. How
silly, then, was the story thatthey had stolen
the body and still enewies kept it afloat.

Not only did God raise Jesus from the
dead, but in due time sent down his Spirit to
fill his apostles and qualify them for the great
work of convincing the world of sin, of
righteousness and of judgment.  On the very
day the Spint came and filled his apostles
they began to preach to his murderers the
resurrection and glorification of Him whomn
they put to deuth as a blasphemer, which,
when they bad heard, they were pricked in
their heart and said unto Ieter and the rest,
Men and brethren, what shall we do? His
answer was, Repeat and be buptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus for the
renission of sins and ye shall recetve the gift
of the Ioly Spirit. They believed and obeyed
the dictates of the Holy Spirit and 3,000 were
saved; und this was but the beginning of the
Spirit's work.  Jesus was further justified by
the Spirit m the salvation of Jews and
Gentiles. All that believe and obey what the
Spirit said through the apostles are saved.
The IHoly Spirit still justifies the Messiah
and abides with his faithful followers.

To bo concludzd in our noxt.




