
CANADIAN DRUCGIST.

he is brouglit face to face with the ques.
tion before us - and whicli, under su ci
circuistaiices, assumes a grim aspect-
What constitutes a drop ?

As it is not practicable, for obvions
reasons, to abolislh the use of the tenui
"i drop, and substitute mii, universally,
it is exce.edingiy important that soie ii
strumiient slould be adopted by the Phar
iimacop<eias as the oily ollicinal d rop foi nn-
et, and the drop formed by tiis instru-
mient siould iiviariably be the quantity
signified wtenlever the dropis is directed or
intended by the manufactured or pscrib-
eri, or iteasurcd by tlie dispenser.

No furtlie argonen is needed to illus-
trate that the proportioninog of doses by
drops, forned in the present unofiiciial,
indefinlite, "l as.you.please ' iiamnner, is not
onsly productive of confusion, but imiay, on
the other liand, lead to falling fair shlort
of, anld.on the other re.'aching daigerously
beyond the desired efieict.

Wiat then--it is repeated and emiphlia.
sizd-whIat, then, constitutes a1 drop?
Or what shalil b adopted as the oflicinal
drop.forier ?

It is neeidless to add that wlien thtis
miatter shall have beeni authio ritatively
settled, the prescriber will bu able to sub.
stitute preciseness for vagueness in pro-
portioninifg lis dose of liquid poisons, the
prescription dr'uggist wil be able to k lnow
instead of geUuss at the quantity of such
poison wanted, and human licalths and life
will bo saferi at the hands of both.-egis.
tered Pimnm<cist.

Medical Men and Pharmacy.

Tux practice of medicinie and pharmacy
combinsed, as is frequently the case ii thtis
country, is detrimental in iaiy ways both
to those who carry on such practice and to
the public. Originally an apprentice to
an apotlecary served five ycars ; thtis was
afterwards reduced te one year, tle other
four being devoted to a compulsory curric-
Ilum after registrationI as a studenit befo'o

hse could present liiismself for his "i pass "
examaination. Now the Apothecaries'
Hall only requires a tlhr'ee.mnontlss' course
of pharmacy and dispensisng, and tie con-
.joit Board of the Royal Colleges of
Pliysicians and Surgeons requires no stip.
ulated tiie to be devoted to tie subjects
of pharmiacy ansc niateria medica, or' evn
to clienistry. Ail sthat is necessary is
that the scledules are s e il to the t
that thge studeit lias eeived iistiuiction
in the difflierent sulbjects to the satisfa:tion
of a teacher, wlo, for phariacy, may le
a iniemnber of the pharilaceutical society.
Als there is no examination in practical
dispensing, 1 fear the wvork is genîerally
done in a very perfuictory manier, and
that tge knowledge gainîed of thtis subject
is, in many cases, the minimum.

As it is nuch more important for a sur-
geon to know a sharp knifo than to know'
the varieties of iron ore, so a physician
ought t be acquainted with the iedicin-
alpréparations lie prescribes, rather than
with the crude drugs frou whiclh they are
obtained, He should not bo liko the med-

ical student, whovi rttik, said of gum
arabie, "l it is soluble in alcohol and insol-
uble iii water, or tie reverse, but I amt
not sure which."

I t is proposedithat the compulsory course
of imedical study be extended to live years;
but, as tiese subjects--chemistry, phar-
lmaey and materia medica-n-may be stud-

ivei prior to regisstration a a iedical
student, I think a couruse of six mîontls'

practce under the eye of a piarmacist
wouuuld be of great, service to the embryo
iied iiLl practitioner before commencinig
his hospital carcer. Tih courses of chmeim-
istry and imateria imiedicn migit be takeni
simultaieoisly, and probably under the
.samle tenteber.

If the comuinlg race of medical practition-
ers receive no ipractical training in piai-
miiacy, they w*ill h ave 110 confidence in
prescribiing, breause they vill never Iivre
knowin thIeir iedicines. 'Ihey will tius
become a prey to advertising maiiufactur-
ers of ready.mIade mixtures and specialties
in place of making use of ollicial or ollicini-
al preparations. With the B.P. more un-
der the inlilluence of parmacists, as I ex-
pect in future it will be, and our Unîoiliciail
Fornulary entirely inder our own control,

1 trust in future we muav be able to set
before prescribers a better array of prepar-
ations tian tley have Iitierto lad.

If the iedical licenlsing bodies do
tlrow physic to the dogs," quackery will

becomeîc more rampant, as the public will
have medicines, and have them "elegant."
or :greeable to take. Not only so, but
the public deinands also to have tlhesi con-
venient for use, and in a stable and portable
condition.- Tihedivision of labor tends te
perfect the processes of elegant pharnacy.
The irresistable fact must be ackînowledg-
ed, not only in pharmacy; but in all tie
arts and manufactures, tlat tlougl the
naking of preparations in a wiolesale
mnnîer msay in mssany cases be detrimiental
to retailers' initerests, yet, if it be for the
public w"eal, the practice Wil be irrepres.
sible. 'fTl age of boluses is past, and the
polyphrmsacy of former times will not go
down in the present day.--Extract, fromt
Mr. 1Martindale's Presidential Address,
Dritisl iarmaceutical Congress.

The Ownership of the Pre-
scription.

Timis question lias been settled by law
int New York, Masschusetts, and a few
other States. They all give the prescrip-
tion to the druggist. Some time ago a
judge of a court in Berlin, Gerniany, gave
a simîilar' decision. Tie text of the de-
cision fromi the judge of the supremiie
court of onle of our States is as follows:
"'Tie <ucstion before tie court seens to
be very simple, indeed. A patient
applies to a plysician and receiv's fron
hlim certain advice, for which lie tenders a
fee. The physician lands a picce of paper
to the patient, purporting to be a wiritten
order for certain goods called driugs,wliich
order is filled by a nerchant or apothe.
cary. The paynont of the fee and the
delivery of the goods or drugs, terminates

the verbal conîtract, and the druggist
keeps tihe prescription as atn evidence tlat
the contract lias been fultilled, as far as
lie is concerned. The druggist ca, if lie
so pieuse, on his own responsibility, renew
the drugs, for he is but a nerchant, and
lias a perfect riglt to sell drugs to aîny
oine and in ainy shape. Ie need notkeep
the prescription, nor is lie bound to -give a
copy, but should error occur, he has io
protection in case of suit."-The Pharma-
centical Era.

Borax and Chlorat.

Tnx growing practice of ordering "bor-
ated chloral,"oret a mixture of borax and
chloral, for certain throat. affections lias
induced a French pharnacist, M. Dujar-
din, to publish a nlote calling attention t
the fact tiat the product supplied will
vary witli the temperature at which it is
prepared (uIl. Geni. de Ther., July, p.
91). Wlen the solution is made in the
cold, as the borax is withîout perceptible
action on chloral at a low teiperature
the latter vill reiiain intact in the. solt-
tion. With the application of ieat, how-
ever, the two conpounds will react, and
chloroforn will be liberated fron the
chloral and mnay reiain in the liquid.
Should the liquid be allowed to boil.a few
minutes, the wlole of the chloral would
be decomposed and the resulting chloro-
formu would volatilize. M. Dujardii there-
fore recoirmnids that if in making tlis
preparation liet he used to dissolve the
borax, the solution should be allowed to
cool before adding the cliloral.--Pharm.
Joutrn.

Sierra Leone Drugglsts.

Tu.: British Vest African Colony and
Sierra Lone is a place wlierc the public
have a proper sense of-the dignity and ius-
portance of the phiarmaceutical craft. It
is also'a suitable locality for putting a
mîa*n's faith in his principles to a practical
test. Tiis is what the acting Governor
reports in lis review for the year :-" A
draft of ' The Sale of Drugs and Poisons
Bill,' wlich was printed, but not present-
ed to the Legislative Council, vas viewed
by the publie generally as liniting the in.
fluence and practice of the druggists, and
it was accordingly unfavoiably received.
A smiall party of Aierican hmiissionaries
arrived in the colony in the early part of
tihe ycar with tihe view of proceeding due
east into the iiterior. They tried to live
in Fircetownm as tl.e natives <o, and, being
believers in the faith.ling doctrine,
they objected to medic:d treatnent. It
was only to be, expected, therefore, that
they vould be struck down with fever,
and in h.ss thian a ionth after arrival
three of theni died."-Chemist and Drug-
gist.

Carbon Disulpliide in gelatin capsu!e3
has been found an excellent parasiticide
by horticulturists and viticulturists. The
capsules are dug into the ground around
the infected plants,

October. 1891.


