< v e L

%
A
(S
X
b
v
A
&
4
i
3
kS

¥ et S 4

o Y EIH S

TORONTO, CANADA, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1872.

Gontributors & Gmvespe m.cxm.
"7 ROVA SCOTIA, -~

INDUCTION OF REV. MR, SMITH-~DEPARTURE
OF  MISSIONARY FOR THE XEW Ok~
BRIDIES~—YOUNG MEN PREPARING FUR MIs-
SION] WURK—LECTURE OF PRUF, MACKNIGHT
~—DALHOUSTE COLLDGL—DPRUSBYTERY OF
HALIFAX—ACROSS THE CONTINENT—
THANKSGIVING, &C.

Wo have had some very interesting meet
ings in Halifox during the past month, Mr.
Smith's mnductson was at vnep interesting,
and gratfying, not only to the congroga-
tion, but to our church generally, and in-
deed T may say to all among us whe love
the progress of Christ's kngdom, for we
beliove that he will bo blossed hore ns he
has been’m-the past in other places.

The farawell gervices in-connection with
tho doparturve of Mr. Annand and Ins wifo
for the Now Iebridies, wore held m Fort
Maesoy church. A nwnber of the breth-
ron from difieront parts of the Church were
prosent, and addressed the meoting, 'The
wholo of the services wero of & most 1m-
pressive character.  Annand is n most do-
voted young man. o finished his course
of study at the Inst session of our hall, and
has .been smce that thme wieting the
churches, endeavoringito stir the peopls to
greater zeal in mission woxk. Heis a most
successful student, and scems {o be in every
way quahfiod fox the great work to which
ho has given himself. Mrs. Annandis a
youngdady, loved and respectod by all who
know-her. Thoy carry with them the lugh
rocommendations, as woll as the good-wish-
o8, and carnest preyors of tho whole
church.

‘The Presbylerian Clmrclx of the Lower
Provineey has now six npissionaties and:
thoir wives in the Foreign Iield, and the
Sigtor Chiurch has two. If our brothron of
othor denominations weve alive to duty
with regard fo tho heathen, the Lower
Drovirieer should havo thirty or forty nis-
sionaxics in tho foreign ficld. Unfortun.
ately, however; thero are only two devo-
minations at work;the Preshyterians and
tho Baptists. The Presbyteaians have cight
men, and the Baplists two or threo. Wo
have a number of young men preparing for
mission work, ‘But if more men uro to go,
the Church must contribute more, as our
ordinary income is taxed to its utmost.
Hitherto the treasury has been full, but the
devotion of our young men scems likely to
put the liberality of the Church to the test.
Indeed there are some among us who think
that in the present stale of things we havo
as many Forcign' Missionaries as can be
sustained, in justice {o the other branches
of the Chuveh work,
and the Church supply the means, none
will say “stop.””  The news-from the New
Iebeidies by the last wail, has not heen of
the most encouraging character. Dr. Ged-
dio hag a stroke of paralysis, and:serious
fears ave ecniertained with regaxd’ to his
ability to continue his labors.

Our Theological Hall was opened o fow
weeks agoe, by o lecturo from Professor
MeKnight, on “The valuo of prayer.” Tt
was 2 miost interesting and masterly pro-
production, orin other words, just what
was oxpeeted of the professor. ‘The attend-
ance at our hall this winter is small. The
roving spiritseerns to have taken possession
of our students, and some of theta are in
New York, sowo in Princcton, while somne
have crossed the ocean to study theology in
the land in whichit is supposed to bé had
in all its purity.

Dalhousio College has.also oponed. Tt
has a good staff’ of professors, and 4 lavge
number of students. It is supported.partly
by tho interest of invested funds, and part-

Still, if the men offer

.

ly by such denominations and corporations:

asmay appoint a professor or professors.
Ag yol tho Presbyterian Churches ave the
only oues that have taken advantage of the
institation. Thoy appoint-and' pay threo
profossors, and nominate tlirco governors.
The other denominatiens still stand Ly

thoir little xurnl colleges, nioro-academies ;.

whilo they donounce Dalhousio as a Presby-
terian Institution. But Dalhousic moves
on, and bids fair to attract the great mass
of students. who really wishan education,

The Presbytery of Halifax at its last

: tneeting, ordained” \Ir. L. @. MacNeil;, and
lnducwd uw mto the postrol chargo of

Muaitland congregation.. Mz, MacNeil1s o
young man of moro than ordinary talent,
snd ho has in Maitland a fino field fur

b work, M(um\ud 18 onio of our phip- busid-
§ ing contros,.and fins- ‘nlways lm‘go numbora

of young mon-at.work in its gords. At the

A l'.:nno nmt.ng, tho I’rosbytory dmdod tho

——

Shubenacadies  congregation .atu  twu.
Rov. James MeLean, whu has mumster.
to tho wholo cangregativn for nearly twenty
yoars, retains the chiarge of Shubenacadie.
Wiulo Milford and Gay's River will roquire
to tucn their oyes to our small list of po-
bationers, or clss by a powoiful courss of
reasonming, show sote mun thut his present
congregation is nol o ephero suited to his
talents, When tho strong congregations
becomo vacant, it is a bad thing for the
weald ones to Dbave populay preachers,
Theso arc apt to bo tomptations all rourd.
The Presliytery of Halifax has five vacant
congregations, and almost ovory Prosby-
tary has about the game proportion. Wo
will have six or sevon of our young riren to
liconse noxt spring, and we hope fo gotn
fow moro from Britain and elsewhere.

The Railway is now open from St. John's,
to Halifox, and perhaps by next surmner
we may have direet commuuiention with
tho West. In that case, wo can give breth-
ren from Ontario a cooler and cheaper
summer holiday than Maine can afford.
Rov. Geo. M. Grant, of Halifax, has heon
awny noross the continont with the survey-
mg party, and is now delivering a course of
lcotures on what he has seen, iu-aid of the
various benevolent enterpriucs of this city.
e is delighted with the Great West, nud
speaks in glowing terms of its future, o
must have scen tho best side of things, how-
ever. A big pic-nic in fine weathor is very
apt to leaye a man delighted with any
country, .

Wo have had our Provincial Thanksgiv-
ing day, a3 usual, this month. Thoe Pro.
vince is, on tho whole, ma a very prosper-.
olts condition. Considorablo disatisfaction

exist among the people of tho Lower Pro-

vinces, with the action of tho Dominion
Government in thjs and like mattors. Phe
ol antisUnion. cry is dead, and all.clusses
and parties are now studying Donunion
policies in a way they never did beforo.
Iven tho old Unionists now feat at fﬂmty
to criticizo :the present- adminmstra uon. and
they do‘it -protty freely. The government.|s
has gained nothing in Nova Scotia sinco
the clections, and very fow of the peoplo
wounld have any objections to letting -tho
opposition try their hands m running the
mackine.

N. s

¢ SERMON. BY A TORONTO CLERGY
MAN"

Editer Bririsx ARSRICAN P READTTBAIAN,

Dear Sir,—I was surprised and grioved
by tho appearance in your paper of the 15th
November, of tho sermon on Rev. 7: 14
entitled “‘The Blood of Christ the Symbol
of Victory.” o many, as well as to e,
it wns aftorwards o relief to find the dis-
courso, which was admitled in your ab-
senco, was not writton by any Presbyterian
clergyman. As it.has, howover, appeared,
and us its Theol gy is so far Socinian as to
deny tha reality of tho Atonement, ng held
by Mothodists, Episcopalians, and othor
cvangolienl Christinns, as well as Piesby-
terinng, it is-proper that its errors should be
pointod out and refuted.

Tho sermon contains valuable truth. It
is quito true, for example, that God contem-
plated “in the Gospel, the vindieation and
maintenance of law "—that the work of
Christ “is a grand motive influonce to be
received by faith, and work out in us mect-
ness for the glory of God;” that “{o dis-
conncet tho whole work of Jesus hero from
the .morals ho commanded, is to loso the
inspiration to do right ;" that “to trvto do
good without Christ in the heart, is to try
to please God in disobedicnce to His great-
est command, that wo believo on-Him whom
Ho liath sent.” These arc truths which
caunot bo ¢oo earnestly insisted om, and
which aro insistod on by none moro ear-
nestly than by those who beliove that Christ
suffered and died as a substitufe for othors.

Bus along with these precious truthsthere
aro found-in this discourso sorious-errors..
T do not stop to remark upon the explana-:
tion which is given of *tho washing our
rohos and making *hem white in.the blood
of tho Lamab," as ¢ tho doing right at all
times, the suflering for it if need be, oyen
a3 Ho resistod -unio death, striving agnidst
sin” Nordo T deem it necessary to sliow,'
in opposition to the stntomen£ that ¢hnst
is tho roason “of God's love to us,” that
the gift, the au'ﬁ'orings onl- doath..of «Christ |;
aro not fhe regson but tho result aild ex-:
pression of God's love to ug: A

The cluef thingsdn, the sormon, to, whicly |-
it §0uING nust necvssary to advurt, aro thosa;
0 wlieh thio ductnno f Sa‘bahtuhon is
virtuaily donied ,; and in. wlnoh tho auﬁ‘or

mgs an& doath of Christ aro aocountod for
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ubudienge, to tho exclusion of thuir beinyg o
saustaction to the olnims of law and jus
tico. **There is (it is said) an oternal law
i the romoval of sin, which forbids any
sabstilute in its piaco,” It is asked, also,
*\Vhy is suffering eo prominently narmed?
' By whosu stripes yo avo healed” Wiy is
the death on the Cross, His bearing ouvsing
in His body on the tree, and, as is said in
anothier place, “ yo nre redeemod by the
precious blood of Christ;’ and again, *He
hath washed us from our sins in His own
blood; if the sufforing and death wore not
the ransom prico of forgiveness and ctornal
life ; ond if they wwore not, the consideration
that provails on God to be gracious and
merciful. Porhaps, beenuse suffering, and
especinlly unto denth, is the most expressivo
symbol of a lifo of holy obedioncein a world
of sin and sinners, and it may be, also, that
inevitable ng suffering is in doing well, it is
likely to bo the gréatost hindrance in sorv-
ing God.” Agnin it is said in this sormon:
“In denying to suffering any partin the
prico of our redemgtion, in-its Godward as.
pect, there is freely admitted its uso toraan
a8 & symbol of what Yenlly redecmed the
world, Only lot it bo 86 understood. Tt
od the nature of God rest under the chargo
of & lovo of suffexing, nor let the law of God
bo leaded with tho infliction that the suffer-
ings of another, howover -pure in himself
‘or ourown sufferings, can fulfilits demands,
or dischnrge its eternal penaltics.”

These exfracts judicato only too clearly
.that tho author of the sormon rejects tho
great doctrine that Christ died as & substi.
tite in tho room of sinners, and that
ko Mauriee, Young, and Bushnell ho
hn]ds only that part of tho truth, according
tb which. the sufferings and death of Christ.
ero designed to exert o mora! inflence on
tho minla of men. It soens nlso from
tiwqo oxtraéts that ho Ims but an indistiriet
npprehonsion of the Views of those who
>hald- that -Chyist died, not morely to make
“mon ‘lioly, but also to:déliver. thewn: from
_goudeinnation, by a subsii uhmmr_', satis-

seems Lo think, for oxample, that thoso who
hold this view charge God with a lovoe of
sufiering. 'They make no such charge.

They boliove that God is love, butat the
.samo-time they boliovo that Godis just,
and truo ; and ‘that his love is displayed in.
providing s sacrifice which satisfied theo
claims of jpstice and truth, Imay add that
if their holding thet the deathof Christ was
designod for thut end, as well as to make
men holy, exposes them-to tho imputation
of charging God with & love of suffering,
this ‘uputation rests double force upon
those, who rogaxd the death of Christ as
merely designed to make mon holy. What
would be thought of ajudge who would
pronounce upon a man the sentenco? % I
inflict this penalty upon you, not because
you are in any scuso guilty, or linble to en-
dure the penalty of the law; but metely to
reform criminals orto prevent ecrime ?”
Tho heartand conseiene of every man would
rovolt against such a sentence. Fow dif-
forently would we think of a judge, who, if
he were pronouncing the sentence even up-
on his own son, would say to him, “I in.
flict this penalty upon you because you
have voluntarily becamo suroty for another,
who lias offended ; and because yousendur-
ance of the penalty will sorvo to refoim the
offender, and to provent erime in others.”
In this sontonco love and justice ean meet
together. Tho former sentonce is inconsist-
tont with either.
bost vindicato ot once the love and justico
of God, when in view of the fact that God
s spared not his own Son, but deliverod:

him up for us all,” that it ploasoed the
Lord to bruiso him,” when we allege that
Christ had willingly became our surety
and repressntativo, that on Him as u  subs
stituto woro our transgressions laid, that he
suffored in tho roowm of sinners, so that it

+ might be possible for God to be just whilo

Justifymng tho ungodly ; and also to sccure
tho sanotification of our natures, .

Tho author of the sormon scerns also to
misapprehond the views of those who main.
toan thosubstitutionary character of Christs
sufforings and doath, - whenho speaks of “an
oternal law in tho removal of sin, wiuch
forbids any subistituto mn its placo.” Tlug
.strong, languago could acarcely have beon
‘us ed-oxcept on tho supposition -that those,
who hold tho doctrino of substitution im.
'agmo that tho orumiuality  of vuo persun
can be tmnsforrcd to another. This, how-
:ovor, 1a: 1ot tha.onso. They hehove tho
‘mputation of gadt  an inuvcont porsyn—
undcmtn.ndma by gues; suuply labiity to
punxshmuns. But thoy do not dllege tlmt
,q:8he cnmumabity of;one man can : bo,bocomp

shs cnmmah ty.of’ unuthox.
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83 the expressive symbol of a life of Loly !

faction to the-claims of 1w And justice. Tie"

In like mannor, wecan.

Lold that Clirist was 1un le s for us i the
sonse that onr ermunaluy beeamo his , but
vnly in the senso that wlhile pe.fuctly inno
cont, ho was held guilty in lnw, that is,
sinply, liablo to suffer tho punalty incurred
by those of whum he was the suroly and
substitute , and that Le nctu s ratisficd in
vir roum tho elaiws of law and justice,

But whethor or not the wrter of this
sermon musapprebionds tho views of those

who believe iu substitution, it 13 ovidont
that he rejects tho docirine that “ the suff-
eringa of avother howover puro in himself”
can oxompt from the penalties of the law.
In rejocting tlus dootrie he virtuslty ro-
Joets ono great contral doctrine which in
ancient times was taught m the lawasnd the
Proplieta. For what could be the meamug
of ths aet of tho Jowish priest, the type of
Christ, (Lev, xvi. 21,) laying bothhis hands
-apon tho head of the hive gont on the groat
day of ntonoment, aud eunfessing over hum
all tho iniquities of the eluldron of Israel,
puttizg thum upon tho head of the guat,
unlessit was to foreshadow what s sad of
Chnst in Is, liii, 6, that *the Lord lnid
on hum tho wiquity of us all?” In reject-
ipg tus doctrino ho sots aside the plain
menning  of our Lord's  declaration.
(Matt. xx. 28.) that ha came into the world
't to give'his lifo a ransom for mauy,” (or
i the rvom of many, secording to the
litneal translatin of the woils,) In ro
Jecting this ductnne he oppooses also the
teachingof thoiuspired Aposties. Thus Paul
gays (Gal. 8, 18.) “Chvist hath redoemod
as from the curso of tho luw, boing mado o
aurse for ng,” lio says nlso {Rout 5. 6—.)
that * Christ died for tho uugodlj,, that
we are a justiiod by hus bisad,” and * sav-
-od from wrath through Lim;" aud declares
(2 Cor 5,21,) that God *made hun.tebo
sin for us who.kuow no sin ; .that wo might
bo mado the righteonsnoss of God in him;"
mld Potor speaking of Chnst (1 Pet, 2, 24.) |
Qnys iyho his-own. sch‘ baro o.wr sing in his
éwn:body on:tho.treo that wo bemg dead to
inu should live unto nghteousness.” Tho
postles,indeod again avd agamesponk of
tho sanctifying offccts intended by the
sufforings and death of Chust; but thoy

| clearly toach:that theso fullow as the resuit

of ns atone:ment as o work of substitution
primanly mtondoed to satisfy tho elauns of
law and Jushco as 1 tho text last quoted;
amlm (Eph. 6.25 and 26.) whovo it is ‘said
tlmt “ Christ loved tho Church, and gave
hisnself for it, that he mught sanctify and
cleanse it with the washing of water by the
word."

But I have alveady, I suppose, occupied
space cnough. Otherwise I might show
moro fully the unscriptural character of
the doctrine taught in the sermon. I
might shew also that it contradicts the
teachings of the great body of evangelical
Christians not only of later times, but of
the caxlier centuries to wluch the author
refers. But thisI deem unnccessary at
present. Tn tho mteress of ruth and
holiness, I sincerely rogret that tho writer
of this germon, as well as others, has adopt-
ed viows so widely divergent from tho
truth once delivered to the saints, and
which hias been so clearly maintained in
overy age. Fondly would T hopo that they
may roconsider their opinions, which so far
as I ean judge, tond to tho rejection of our
Lord's Divittity, and ultiniately to tho re-
jection of all the grand fundamental doc-
trines of rovealed roligion.

I nmn, dear six,
Yours very truly,
W. G.
T.nonto, 2nd Dee., 1872.

“ONE WHO DOES NOT
KNow."

Editor Britzdig AMRRICAN PRESBYYERIAN,

Drar Sir,—Being a Canadinn by birth,
and not specially versed in tho intrieacies
and argumeuts, pro or con, of tho much-to-
Lo-lamonted disrupticn in the Church of
Scotland, T may not perhiaps Lo qualified to
be a3 tender with the difficulties and objec.
tions oxpressed in tho letter of © One Who
Docs Not Know,” in respeet of tho wnion
movemnent, as ho reusinds us that we should
bo, even with what wo may esteem the pres
judices of -ovr brethren.

1 wish to.take up-just onv point of this
lotter, leaviug the othors to thuse bettur fitted
to enlighton him. Ho oxprosses auxioty:to
kuow what are are the reasons wludh prompt
tho advocates of Union s that branch of
tho Presbyterian Church wluch has hitherto
hold :to itsconnedtion with the Charch of
seutland; ty seek the dnst of Tresbytonsns
in Cﬂnﬂ\lu () ﬂluy Alu now. I thmk lind
Lo beon anoun of Juuq, vy lio nu‘,ht have

REPLY TO

They do no;t

found vat tho§o reasuts -bofure ruw., huw

ever, Lwill tiy Lewly ¢, osplau tham,
Woll, then, to seck unron, because, stand.
g tus young country as Scottich Prese
byterian  brciheon, acknowiedging * one
Lutd, one faith, ono DBeptism,” holding the
sa1nd ereed, the sae traditions of the Re-
formuntion and the Goy enant, tho samo form
of Churcli guvernont, oven tho samo roy-
tino of worslup—we du not ses why, na
lond where thure 18 not the shadow of a
cause to divude us, wo should stand opposed
as antagonisty, or ovon stand apart in uu.
sympathotic coldness.  Further,where there
wits o need for a division, we o not geo
why t53 lustaral compheations and the
legal n i; c es of an oldor land-—theoretical
watters . cr iy on whioh the most dovoted
sorvants £ Christ Lave not hoon able, and
may not 3¢ Lbe ublo, to seo aliko—should
purpotuate } tiLviwon. Even though good
pen may uot b able o swo cyo to oye on
tiatters uot casoutinl, und ot uﬂ'oetmg
practical action, the Clrishian evurse is, to
* agreo to differ,” Lut rtll to walk togethor
in Christian love and Larmony. In per-
petuating our invisible nnd, to most, incom.
proliensible wall of  paration, Wo are

‘bringing o repreacl, ou the name of Chris-

tianity, injurivus to its bLest interests, and
affording a triumpl to the sceptic and tho
Bommnst We earncstiy desiro that our
young country should 1w thoeroughly evan- |
‘fhc“l’ and porm.ated by a v.tal Christian-

ity, which we thuik of anfimtely grenter

Ainportane thau the prosorvation of tradi-

tions of Jivision, wagnificd throngh brood- ’
mg over them, info pr. e ples. To thowest.
ward of owr own Canaliwy ssionary fold,
thore slrotclies p vast, altuest dlimitable fiold
qunmunnry conqu- st, and we, as o Unitod
Gliarch, should go w a11 prssess the land.
Ve canuot work as we ghyuld  work, mih
tho warmth and unyotua that ought to 'bo
<’urs,--—uulvss wo wurk sale by side, :md
ghoulder to shuulder the compuet | plmlaux .
df » United Churchj anl we beliove that
we shall best practieally “.ov our loyalty
fothe Lord and Mastc, whom wo all
%qun]l) own ar the goedt Hénd of the”
lurch, if we Jo all in-our puwer to tealizo
s Holy will, as cxpn wsed in His last
most touclung pray.r,—*.hat they may bo
one, as we ar-l" We knhw that thero must
bo mutual concesgions reeiprocal sacrifices.
of traditional profortncc g, and dooply root-
¢d prejuices.  On our sulo wo kuow that
thore must ho a sevorance of outward con-
iexion with a Church that wo hold in hon-
our, and with which the affectionate sym-
pathics of our hearts have long beon en-
fwined. We know that thero must bo
iputual forgotfulness of past animositios,—
old sorencsses, old mistukes, old wrongs
inflicted mn tho heat of conflic,; but wo thirk
that to the carnest Chiriztian mon among
us, lovo to Christ and zeal for His cause
will make all such sacrifices possible in’.
order to terminate » sepuration that must
be so contrary to our Masta’s will.  Whon -
the infidelits, prefeserd or Maoieed
Romanism, Rationa ixm, Materialism, vice,
and miquity of all kinds, aro mustoring
their foreces and making the advances
which they axe doing, dees it becomoe wus,
wembers of the Church of Chust, to bo
wasting our time and strength, and weak-
ening our sands by reviving or perpotua-
ting mero theoretical disTeronces of opinion,
instead of casting theso aside in order to
present o unitod front to the cnemics of the
Lord God of Hosts, in oxrder to come * to.
the help of the Lord agamnst the wughty 17

Theseo, Mr. Editor, are our reasons for
deswrmg union, and wo ttunk they are good
ones.  On those who do not think so, must
rest the responsibility of prolongmg o must
injurious_and unchristian separation!

P

Lmist add that it is searcely the part of
a generous Christiin man to seck to fasten,
oven by bypothetical susmuation, upon the
advoeatos of umon in exher Chmreh the
suspicion of unworthy orinterested-motives.
Is it co impossible 2 conception to your
corvespondent  that  Christian men and
Christian laymen, cven: though on some
points they may conscient:ously differ from
hita, should yet, i such a desive bo actu-
ated by love to Christ, and zeal for Hig

.glory? I, for one, think it should not be

80. -
I remain, yours, &e¢.
OANADENSIS.
Decomber 21:d, 1872

Bolwvers, i il poorest -condition:
whion they have 1nst al! are tich. Tho be-
YLigver in rich, for he huth God for his por-
tion—~he" id richin lus relations, in -hiz
possessions, 1n lué expsctationg—in tho
thuugs of tlus idv, fur Le -can live above

thom, and be eunteut Wwithoud them, He
that i¢ {0 Clridt .canpat be poorss.

Pradges.



