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GLAD TIDINGS.

P

i ¢

themsclves as sinners beforoe they belioved
the gospel, nnd thomseives as Christiang
sinco they beheved, in a respect whervin
tho Sertptire warrants not the smuilest:
nauely, in the way of relief from o somo of
gkt and 1 the ground of theie enconrage-
went in approacmag God.  When sinner,
they sought notlung more to relicve thew
guilty conscionces, nothiny more whorewith
to approach God, than what asured them
that God had aceepted of, aud was alto-
gether well pleased i the work of Cheist,
Now, let this bo as it will, they cannot be
comforted, they cannot approuch, Lefore
thoy see that they beliove this, and that st
produces pro‘»er effects upon them; things,
the ono of which can ounly be known, and
the other ouly produced in the way of
having ther whole confidenco foun led on
the blood of Jesus, and by ths lwing alto-
gother and fully encournyred to draw near
unto God. 1In fine, they uro no mors help-
lesa munuers pricked m their hearts, receiv-
ing the wonl gludly, and so approuching
(od; but good Cliristinng, proud of their
evidences as distinguishing them  from
other meon, and coming to God in conse-
quanceof presenting therr Christian chinrae.
ter fustead of the sucritice of Jesus Christ,

Here, thon, we seo ono way in which the
beginning of the confidence is not kept
steadfust to the end.  For surely afl must
allow, that there is a wmatorinl  difference
betweon the beginning and the end of this
confidence; a boginning and end as different
as trust in God and trust in self: as differ
ent 18 glorying in the person and work of
Christ, and gforving in our own persons

and our own works,

But there is yet another way intimately
connected with the former, in which the
begitnivg of the confidence is not kept
steadlast to the end.  To put love, obedi-
ence, hope, joy, peace, repentance, in place
of the work of Clirist, is evidently to destroy
thomall.  For inatance, when we think we
aee, or wich to see, other thines than the
work of Christ between us nnd misery, love
to him a8 the only refuge must be impaired
in propottion; hope ako must be lost; joy
aud peace Loo cannot be kept alive, or de-
ceit alone preserves thems nor shall we
mourn 1nuch on account of these sing, of
which anything ¢ but the work of Christ
gives us the confidence or prospect of for-
givoness. Here, then, nro the effeets of the
grospel wone; and thus forsaking God, the
fountain of living waters, we must hew out’
to ourselves broken cisterns which can hold
none.  The mind of man is formed for
sctivity, and the desice of happiness is there
a fist and weecesary prineiple, and when
wa do tiot find happiness w the Creator,
wo ust be secking it in the creature,
Forsking the love of Clirist, we must be
Plnci?g our atiections on appasite objects,
that iy, upon somewhnt 1 the world, “the
lust of the fleh, the Just of the eye, or the
prida of life.”  Foraking the hopo of the
gospel, wo must be secking a Lupe in this
world, producing a correzpondent joy and
peace, wial our former go:lly sorrow will
Zive plica 10 “the sorrow of this world
which woikoth duath,”  Thus are sdf-
righteoncaess aud the love of the world

inreparably connected.  But will the con-
seience of such o man be easy? Alus! no.
The remembrnes of his departed hope,
fove, amdd joy, will haunt him, hat 1 inhand,
with the conscioustiess of his present alieu-
ation; and winle he has Just hopo from the
gospel, and cannot take comfort from what
he 13, he will atrive to obtain some glimpse
of kope from what ke was, Toll him * the
blood « f Jesus eleanses from all sin,” hio will
grant it in words, when in fuct he denies it.
Granting that the greatest sinner, at first
hearing the truth, may, and ought to set
bis hope in God; he will doubt, if one long
professing the gospel, aud loug in works
denying it, hins the came ground to do so.
Iere, then, is a denial that the blood of
Jesus cleanses frow all sin. Formerly (that
is, when the truth was first beliesed), com-
furt and bope sprung froin the truth, in the
very worst views entertained of sin: now,
unless he be free, s ho thinke, from sins
inconsistent with Christianity, no hope can
be catertaived,  flere then, again, the be-
qinnéng of the confidence is not kept stead
fust wito the end. Formerly, whatever
godly sorrow sin mighit produce, no sin,
howover great, oceasioned distrust fur enl-
vation, the gospel removing every cause of
it. Formerly, no unworthiness counld make
us judge omrselves unwortby of cternal life,
knowing that God viewed us still more wn-
worthy than we could possibly view our-
selves. Now, sin produces not so much
godly sorrow, us despair.

What is there, then, which can recover
from such a situation? What can again
restore to hiope? The Lord will in(llzeed
restoro the souls of his sheep: but it will
not Lo by their getting a better opinion of
themselves; nay, we may sufely say, on the
coutrary, that it will be whilo they enter-
tain aworse. That same truth (which levels
fenan pride and abases human worth,
while it scts forth God as our boast, and
God as our righteousness; that same trutb,
which first quickenod to lively hope in God
when dead to all other, and destroyed every
degree of hope in sclf once entertajned;
that very truth alone) can now revive the
smme. Lot us thien, yhen fulling into un-
belief, nnd consequently into the love of
the world, and so eitber having hope in our
own righteousness, or repining for want of
it; let us, while thue arking that question,
* Wherewith shall I come before the Lord,
and bow myself before the bigh God1” or
that in Remnans x. 5, “Who shalf ascend
into heaven, or who shall descend into the
deep 1" let us, I sy, remember, that « the
word i3 nigh us, even in our mouths and
in our hearts,” that which we profess to
believe; and neither having, nor wishing to
have, hopo founded upou our own righte-
ousness, Rut confessing ourselves the chicf
of sinners, let us take comfort from that
wond, which to us, assuch, brings salvation.
The etfect is sure: wo ahall again, through
the resurrection of Jesus, have lively hope;
we shall again be filled with joy and peace
in believing; we shall, abave all things, lovo
Him who s free from all variableness and
shadow of turning—tho samo yesterday,
to day, and for over. This love also will

conetrain us powerfully, not to live unto

ourselves but unto him; pouring contempt
upon all that the world holds excellent and
worthy of love. This unchangenble love
and kindness, contrasted with our own in-
gratitudo and backsliding, will then too
produco that godly sorrow, which leads to
repentance never to bo repented of. Thus
then do men live by faith; thus do they
fall by unbeliof; and thus ave they again
restored to live by fuith; that is, by that
very truth, by the faith of which they for-
werly stood, aud by the unbelief of which
thoy fall.

Tho whole design of what hias been said,
is to inculeato the great nceassity of glory-
ing, first and Inst, entirely and exclusively,
in the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ, It
i frecly admtted, that it is highly proper
for professurs of.the fuith to examine them-
selves by their fruits, but then of what ars
these fruits the evidenco? OFf their faith
in Christ, and hope in him aloue for salva- .
tion; aud therefore no works can afford any
evidenees of those that perform them being
the people of God, unless they nre conscious
that theso works flow from the faith and
‘ove of the gospel, as the solo ground of
their confideuce. It is of the Jast import-
anco fur professors of the faith to be fully
convineod, that when they backslide from
God and his ways, they cau only b re-
covered by that truth whieh first quickened
them, and that the fres and sovereign grace
of God can alone renew their hope and joy.

"o this purposa we have many examples
w the word of God: and particylarly the
case of the Churches in Asia is exactly in

point, recorded in Rev. chapters ii. and iif,

[ho Ephesians, baviog left their first love,
are called on ““to remember from whenco
they had fullen, and to repent.” The Church
in Surdis, having departed from their live-
liness in God’s ways, is exhorted ¢ to .re-
momber how they had received and heard,
wd to hold fast, and 1epent”  Amd the
Laodiceans, having fullen into a self-righte-
ous and lukewarm state, bighly offensive to
Chirist, are connselled by him “to buy of
him gold tried in the fire that they might
be rich, and white raiment that they might
Lo clothed, and that the shame of their
aakeduess might not appear, and to anoint
their eyes with cye-salve, that they might
ree.” :

It is then a comfortable and safe doc-
trine, that Christians, in all their defections
and sins, must have immediate recomse to
the blood of Jewus for pardon and penco of
conscience. They may perhaps bave, at
times, reason to doubt if they ever knew
the truty, and this may be a state of mind.
salutary to their souls in certain circum-
stances, but they ought at all times to bo:
convinced, that the gospol is truc, and suited
1o their case, althongh they themselves
should bave been self-deccivers, and thus
to be encouraged, while it is called to-day,,
to draw naar to Gad, aud call on bis Al-
mighty nawme, who has assured us that
none shall ever do so in vain. Rom. x.13.

He who is nctivo and agile, who works
as well as wishes, who adds endeavours to
bis desires, will quickly be a cedar in grace.
—DBrooks,




