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temselves ns îinners Ibeforo thev belived
the gospel, and thi lves nt Christmns
sinîce thuy behered. in a r-pect wh irtn i
the Scripituro narrati. niot the smallest:

narnely, ins tlie vaty of relef fiin ai seng 3 of
godt, and i the ground of their encourage-
mont in appronemn Gd. Wlen minneîrs.
they sougit nothug more tu relieae their
gudlty cosincsiothamy more whlerewith
ta approac h God, thisai ihat n îaured themu
that God hamd nl cetîed of, and was 1lt .
gether weil pleaIed m) tlie vork of Christ.
solw, let tIhis bo as il will. tiey, cnunot le
comaforted, they cannot Alitoroachs, before
thoy Se that they belioee tlus, andh ta it
produces proper flects upol theu ; things.
the oae of m uiicih can only be knouwna, and
the other only proluce ln the way of
havimg their whole confidene founi led onu
the blood of Jesqus, and Iv thmi I.eing alto-
gother and fuily encouiraged to draw near
unto God. In finle, they aire 110 more help.
less smnîters pricked m their lcarts, receiv-
ing the word glatdily, and so approacihling
(lod; but good Christian, proud of thAir
evidences as dismnguishing theimn from
other tlon, and coinîg to God ii conse-
quenceof presenting their Chritian chare-
ter iustead of the sacrifice of Jerus Clirist.

lere, then. we seo one vay il which the
begininitg of the confidence is not kept,
steadfast tu the em. For surely ail must
allow, that there is a material diflerence
between the begiingiia and Ct end of this
confidence; a begimng and end as different
as trust ins God ;ud trust in self: as diffet
ont as gzloryinsg l the peisons nud work of
Christ, and giorving il our own persons
and our own works.

But there is vet another way iitimantely
connected witlthe former, in wbich the
begiimîiug of the confidenîce is not kept
l'teadast ta the end. To puit love, obedi-
ence, hope. joy, pe:ce, repentance, in place
of the work of Christ,isevidetty tode'trov
thim all. For instance. w hen we think 'e a
see, or wiilah to Sec, other thine2s than lthe
work of Christ betwcen us and mierv, love
to him as Ihe only refuge inut be im'paired
in propollt ion; hopo alïo must Ibe lost; joy
antd eatce too cainnot Ie kept alie. or di-
ceit alone p linrs s them; nor shlall ve
msourn inuch au cvcotnt of Ilhose SilnS, Of
which anything ele but tie work of Christ
gives us the cofradence or prospect of for-
givenless. lere, then, Ie cth etTeets of Ite
gospel gone; :and thlus fonsak-ing God, the
fountaitn f livinag watens me tiust hiew out
ta ourselves broken cst.rts which cat hold
ione. Tte mind f mian isi fortmed for

ntiisitv, and the deire of happeis there
a fiNt and necarv principie. aud witen
wu do tot find in:pinltesî ai the Cleator,
we3 iutst b,) seektig iL in Ct creature.
Fors kinig the love of Chrit, ve musi>t bie

pdatcing our atiretions on 0111oite obîjects,
t liit i%' tipon mwhat m ih. vorld, " th a
Iuxt of the ilîb4, tlie tist of the eve, or the
prid 4f life." Forsaking the hope of the
gqel, mo nusit seeking l a op in this
woril, produeing a1 correpondent joy and

ucIe, anl our former goly srrowv will
give plac to -- the sorrow of tIis worldi
vhticht 'oiketi death," Thus are self-

üghtcon.,~ es aud the loro of the world

insep)asrably connecled. ]uit will the con-
cience of suci a man be easy I Alas! no.

Thue remembnm of his departed hope,
ll% e, and joy, swil! haunt him, liai in hand,
%% ith the cci.rousness of his present alien-
ittion; and viile lie las lost hopo froi tie
gIspel, and cannot tako comtfort fromt what
11 is, lie will attive to obtain saolipseno
of hoptefromt w'hat he tas. Tell hiim "the
blood < f Jests cleatnses froi ail si, " he will
granit. it il words, wiein in facit h denies iL.
Granting that the gretest sinnier, at first
liearing Ct truth, may, and ouglt ta set
his hope in God ; ie vill doubi, if ane long
proftsimg the goipel, and long ini works
denlying it, las the saime grotnd ta do sa.
Ilere, thie, is a denia that the blood of
Jesus cleanses froma tîll sin. FP'rmerly (that
is, wsheni the truth was first bellesed), cout-
fort and hope sprunmg fron the truth, ins the
%cry wiorst views eitertained of si; now',
unIlcs lie ho free, a lie thilnke. fromt sis
inconsisttent vith Christi-mity, no hope can
bu eitertaintied. Hlere iten, again, the be-c
ginining ofteu confidece is nt kept sicad
fus£ wa»e the end. Formuerly, wshatever
godly sorrow sin mnight. produce, no sin,
hîowoer great, occasioned distrust for sal-
vation, the gospel removing avery causa of
it. Formiierly, io unworthiness could make
Us jttdge ouselves.unwortby Of eternal lift.,
kuîaoning that God %iiewed us still more trn-
vorthy that we could possibly view our-

selves. Now, sin produces not so nuch
godly sorrow, ais despair.

lihat is there, then, whtich can recover
fron such a situation ? What cin a«ain
restore ta hope? ''ie Lord ivilli eed
restore the souls of his seiep: but it wsill
not Ib by tlieir getting a better opinion of
themsehei; nav, w'e nay safely say, on the
contrary, tiat 'it vill be while they enter-
tain a worse. That .aîme truth (wivacht ievel-
ltnîuan pride and ah:sses itaitn worth.
while it sets forth God as our boast, and
God as our iiglteotsness; that sane truth,
wviicli first qtickenled ta livelv hope in God
whîten ieaid ta ail oliter, anîd destroyed everv
degrer of hope ins self once entertained;
that very trtth alone) can now revive the
saune. Let us ilion, phen falling iumo un-
belief, and consequently into the love of
the world, and so cither having hope in our
own righteous , or repining for w-ant of
it; let us, while thus askmîg that question,
"Wherewith shal I coine before the Lord,
and bow myself before the high (od V" or
that in Iltomians x. 5, l Who Bil ascend
inta ieavei, or vio shall descend inta the
deep 1" let us, I say, remuember, that "l Ite
word is niglh us, (ven in our niouths andl
ii our heairts," that vhich swe pîrofess ta
believe; and neither having, nor wishing ta
have, hope fouided upon our own riglite-
ousness, but confessing ourselves the chief
of sinners, let us take comfort froin that
vord, wehich to se, as such, brings salvatiou.

The elfect is sure: we sall again, through
the resurrection of Jesus, have lively hope;
wie shall again be filled with joy and peace
in believng; we shall, above ail things, love
Ilim who as fre fromn ail variablenss and
shndoîîawî of tutrning-tie same yestenlay,
ta day, and for over. This love also will
constrain us powerfully, not to live unto

ourselves but tnto lim ; pouritg coniteupt
lpol ali that the world liaolds excellent and
worthv of love. This uînchangenble love
and kinuidess, contrasted vith Our own in-
gratitude nud backsliding, will tien too
produce thatî godly sorrow, ihich leads ta
repentance never ta bu reponted of. Thus
teion do mnun live by faith; thus do they
fall by unabelief; and thus aire they againî
restored to live by faith; tiat ie, hy that
very truth, by the faith of wshicli they for-
îmerly stood, naid by the unbelief of which
they rail.

The whole design of what fans beet said,
is ta iiculicate the groat necessity of glory.
ing, first and laust, entirely aund exclusively,
ii the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ. It
ig freely aîdmintted, that it is highly proper
for professors of.tlie faith ta examine them-
sel% es by their fruits, but then of whabt are
tiese fruits the evidence 1 Of their failit
iln Christ, nnd hopo in iimît alote for salva-
tion; and therefore i works can afflord any
evidencets of those that perforai themi.being
thae people of God, unless they aire conscious
thabt these works flow froma the faith and.
'ove of the gospel, as the sole ground of
their confidence. It is of the hast import-
ince fu, professors of the faith ta be fully
convinced, that whien they hackslidc from
God and ls ways, they cau only be -e-
covered by that truth which first quickcned
tiem, and th:at the frea and sovereign gracu
of God can aloie renaew their hope and joy.

To this purpoin ve have mainy esamples
in the word of God: and particularly the
case of the Churehes iu Asia is exactly in
point, recorded il Rev. chapters ii. aund iii.
fbo Elplaesiaans, having teft their first love,
are called ot "to remnemtber front whence
they had fallen, and ta repent. The Church
ilt Sailis, having departed from.teir live-
liness im God's vays, is exhorted I to .re-
nember hîow they haid received and heard,
tnd ta hl'ad fast, and iepent, And the
Luodiceans, havimg fidlen imto a self-rigite-
naus and ltikewarmts state, highly offensive ta
Christ, aire counselled by illun "ta buy of
Imita gold tried iu the fire that they mnigit
Ie rich, and whie raiment that they might,
be clothed, and that the shtamue of their
nakedness miglht not appem, aînd to atoint
ilheir eyes with eye.salve, that they might

It is thon a confortablo and safe doc-
trine, that Christians, il all their defections
and sins, nust have immediate recouise ta
the blood of Jesus for pardon and peace of
conscience. They may perhaps have, at
lintes, reson ta doubt if tlay ever knew
the truth, aind this inay be a state of mmd
salutary ta their souls lu certain circuin-
stances, but they ought ait al times ta be
convinced, that the gospel istruc, and suited
to their case, although they themselves
siould have been self-deceivers, and thus
ta be encouraged, wshti!e it is called to-day,
to draw near ta Gad, and cal on brs AI-
miglty namne, wh hais assured us that
none shall ever do sa ln valn. Rom. x. 13.

He who is bctivo and agile, who works
as well as vishes, who adds endeavaurs ta
bis desires, will quickly be a codar il gracm.
-Brooks.


