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MISSIONARY TOUR TO PARRY SOUND AnD MUSKOKA.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE RECORD:

DEAR SiR,-As theMuskoka District isa special lield of imîissioiary labor,it
miay bie interesting tothîe reanders of the I<EcoRD to learni b'ome particulars~ fromi
an ey e-witness. Having been requested byv the Presbytery', bomle timte ago, tto
visit this region, T left Collingwood on the .3rd :Selt., by the steamer Wau-
hiuno. The route to Parr Sound is noted for its beautiful and varied
scenery. Along the nortlshore it is one vast archipelago. The nuniber
of islands in that part of the Georgian Bay is variously e.timated at froni
thirty-five to fifty thousand, and one gentleman is said to have set foot oi
twenty-seven thousand. Parry Sound is a snall village situate on an inlet
of the Bay, and has a very safe and conunodious liarbor. It lias a popula-
tion of nearly200,representing,deninationally,the Methodists,Presbyter-
ians and Episcopainw There is a neat little churcli here belonging to the
Wes.lyan«, and aIln a us'nndious school-house, ini whih bervice ls heldby
other denominatins. Here I rceived a learty welotue frim Dr. Stephen
and our mnissionarv, Mr. Caswell. The Presbyteriant eleinent in this place
is not strong, claiming only about twelve fanilhes; but they seei earnest,
united, and ready to sustain the cause to the utmosù of tlieir abilitv. By
invitation of Mr. B Pitie, M.P., I preached in the church on Sabbathi iorn-
ing. The audience mîunbliered about seventy, and they were, apparently,
deeply intere4ed. Tie Rev. M. Genley, of U. C. B. Society, with whomi±
I lad somie pleasant intrcourc, who Ivas vitlh us in thue niornin, preached
in the evenins.

In the afternon T visited a station 8 miles distant, on the Parry Sound
road. The country in tiis direction is very wild and rugged, interspersed
with numnerous very fme lakes,and although the soil seems goud, it is on tl
whole Tther rohk. The service was leld in a private liouse,witl an atten-
dance of about 30. Tlere are eight Presbyterian fatiîlies, and a Sabbath
sclool has lieunorganied, and is now being conducted iii a private house, by
Mr. Matlheqon, a nenbrrof our Churli. Could sone mne:ans Ibe employed to
furnisl themu with a librarV, it would add greatly to t e iterest of the work.
We returned to Parry Sound in the evening.

On Monday T set ont for Lake Rosseau. A fter a drive of seveiteei
miles, I ro-sed Turtile Lake in a hirch canuoe,'a muo.t beautiful sheet of
water, about three mnile' long and two wide, surrounded b>y the grand old
woods. The -un hone in ail his splendor, and the forests above, vividl3
reflected in the clear water. rendered the sceine really eichauting.

On the other side I mnet Mr. Ross, a successfui pioneer, and a warmt
friend of Presyterianism, -who, with with lis stawart sons, ]as made quit,
an opening in the forest, and is, this -vear, reaping a ricli return in a v-erv
abunîdant harrest.

Here I was hosp1itably entertained, and the neiglhlbour, being all met
by appointient, I preacled ta about 30. There arc seven or eiglt families
In this settlement devoted to the interests of our Church.

Re-crossing tie Lake, and driving live miles furthei, I rcac.hed Ro
seau. Ilere T preached at 8 p.n. to a smnall conpany in a private iousc.
This pronises to it an important station, there being in the neighibourhood
fifteen or sixteen Presbyterian familles. At this place, 22 milesfron Parry
Sound, there are four stores, and several tradesmien of difèrent crafts, and
the foundation of a town is fairly laid ; and. what is more wonderful, they
have a daily mail.


