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There is another useful sîgn of pregnancy which
depends upon the wvell-knowu fact that, iu the first
eight 'veeks of pregnancy, the principal enlarge-
ruent of the uterus is in the antero-postetior dia-
ructer of iLs corpus, while the cervix undergoes
scarcely any change, except a superficial. softer.ing
at the 'Pxternal os. The direction of the enlarge-
ruent of the body of the uterus causes iL Lo project
iarkedly from the cervix, espccially in front. -Plie

shape of the whiole uterus hias been likened by
Grandir to an old-fashioned fat-bellied jug. This
striking relation between lhe corpus and cerv'ix is
readily distinguished by one nuoderate)y skillful in
rnaking the bimnanual exam ination. A quise char-
acteristic hogginess, softening, and compressibility
ýof the lowver uterine segment is also detected.
Thls sensation is broughit aIýout by the effects of
physiological congestion of prcgnancy upon the
uterine tissues, and partly, also, by the fluid con-
tents of the uterus.

The condition just described is an alniost posi-
tive signi of pregnancy, especially if in addition
there is marked fullness and pulsation of the vessels
on both sides of the pelvis, without evideuce of
pelvic inflammation, and a more or less distinct
purple hue of the vagina. It is reliable as early
as the sixth or eighth week.

IL ivould seem, Lheoi-etically, that this method of
examination lias one marked advantage over comi-
biued rectal and abdominal examination, for not
only car. the pnysical condition of the lower uterine
segment and iucreased moU!ýýlity of the corpus be
mrie out nearly as weii, but the striking juttingr out
of the corpus over the cervix is inuch greater in
front than behind, and therefore more easily detect-
ed through the vagin.a than through the rectum.
Naturally the employment of both' iethods of
exanration would give more trustworthy inform-
ation than either alone. This condition of the
lower uterine segment wvas apparently known to Dr.
Rosch as long ago as 1873, but he, failed to
appreciate fully the subject and only Lid stress on
the feeling of fluctuation to be obtained by
bimianual examination.

DISEASES 0F CHILDREN.

Surgical Treatmcnt of Rickets.

In .a paper read ou this subject by Alexander
Ogsten, M.D.,. CwM., in. the section on Diseases of
Children of the. British Meuical Association, an.d
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the discussion vhich followcd it, the rcma.-rks mnade
hiave appeared so eakb as illustrating lioy
small a part the nifrire surgical p)lays in the treaZ%*-
ment of the disease, corupared with the hygienic
part in ' the hauds of the illustricius surgeons who
spoke, that w'e cannot refrain froc"i quotixg sonie
of thenm:

Dr. C.trmiictiel substantially agrecd with the
opinions already expressed as to anti-hygienie and
unfavorable dietetic coud tions being the main
factors in the causal ion of rickets. It wvas no
doubt rare to sep rachitis ir. breast-babies; but the
poor womien %vlo' frcquented the ouit-patient
hospitai rooni, miany of whom were badly fed and
vhiose miilk ivas defective ir. qualîty, somnetinies

hand rachitice hildren. In the artificial feeding of
children, as corimonly carrie.' out, thcre could Pe
no doubt tuit one of the ma;n fiiults %vas the
defficiency of the fatty elen.ent. Wrhen coNv's ruilk
ivas simpiy diluted withi water and sugaradded, the
fat wvas deficient; in condensed niilk, which ivas
largely used, the sanie nutritive defect obtained.
In his opinion, the fimhts iu the systenu of artilici-
ally rearing children wverf. due to ignorance on the
part of the public of the real wants of the child aLs
regards a prope- substitute for mother's :-iik. He
feit grrieved to say that the profession wvas partly to
blamie for flot suticiently inculcati3g the necessity
of due attention. to the subjeet. He was glad tliat
the Presideut had alluded to the great need of
systematie instruction ir. medical schools, of the
diseases in children and feit sure that the improved
education of stu '"uts in this direction wudld have
good effects. As to treatment, there should Uc
careful attention to diet and hygiene, and avoid-
auce of dyspepsia and indigestion by the use- of
suitable stonmachic remedies, Cod-liver oit hie had
found useful, Lut it wvas generally given ir. large
doses. Phiosphorus lie thought undoubtedly had
a good effect. In those cases wlierc it vas uot
desirable to give it with cod-liver oil hie had found
a combination with rualtine excellent. He would
ouly refér to a niethod of administration of cod-
liver oil flot alluded to, that of inunction. He had
used it largely wvith the lest results.

Dr. H. Ashby, while agreeiug with ail that had
been said by the President as r,ý_gards the produc-
tion of rickets through impropar feeding, thoughit
that it should flot be forg:tten that the infants of
weakly mothers, * who were brought up or. cow's
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