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SKETCH OIF THE BEGINNING OF MEDICAL EDUCATION IN
YORK, OR AS T 1S NOW CALLED, TORONTO.
By WALTER B. GELIKLE, M.D., C.M., D.C.L., Toronto,

F or several years before there was any regular medical school in Up-

per Canada- as carly as during the “thirties,”” The sate Hon. Dr.
John Rolph, who is deservedly known as the **Father ol Medical Educa-
ticn® in the Province, was in the habit of receiving pupils into his house
in York (now Toronto) from various parts of the country, to whom he
gave a very thorough medical education, which he was exceptionally s.ell
qualified to do.  Born and thoroughly educated in Englauy, he was one
of the most highly gifted of the many prominent men of that day who, in
various walks ol life, made Upper Canada their home.  Although a mem-
ber of the legal profession, having been called to the bar in London, Eng-
land, and a member of the Inner Temple, he was also a favorite pupil of
Sir Astley Cooper, and a member of the Royal Colliege of Swigeons of Eng-
land.  He loved the raedical profession dearly, and was never happier nor
more at home than when teaching its various branches to the young men
whose good lortune it was to have so able and interesting a teacher.
Some of his early pupils subsequently became distinguished, and many
still occupy high positions as medical teachers and practitioners.

The Rebellion of 1837, whick interfered with this work, hewever its
occurrence may be regretted, preved to be an event which did much good
to Canada in bringing about the peace, happiness, and perfect freedom
she has now for many vears past enjoyed.  Dr. Rolph, who was a Hamp-
den in his love ol political freedom, was, as may be suppused, one of the
lcading rcformers of the time, end sympathized with the movement in
which he became more or less involved.  The attempt at armed rebel-
lion having speedily and fortunately failed, some of its promoters were ar-
rested, and cthers fied the Province.  Dr. Rolph was amongst the latter,
and went to Rochester, U, S., where he resided and practised his profes-
sion {ill 1843, when the Canadian Legislature passed an acy, of which he
took advantage, permitting all exiles for political causes to return to Can-
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