'A'PRIL, 1892.

" MARITIME MEDICAL NEWS.

63,

ANTISEPSIS IN EERNIOTONY.

By Dr. Epw'n. FArgELL, PROFESSOR OF |

Surizery Hx. Mep, COLLEGE.

The value of Asepsis is no‘longer dis-

puted. The testimony of a succession
of brilliant vesults in all the great ope-
rations has made  the prln(.lple of Anti-
‘septic Surgery the, comes-stone. upon
which successful operative surgery must
be buils. Yet while we acknowledge
the principle, it is a lamentable fact that
in practice—more often from careless-
ness than from want of knowledge-—its
principles-ave. violated. lﬂorsuccc%sful
“surgical procedure care and thoroughness
are often  more valuable qudlifications
than skill, and attention to details of as
much monient as knowledge.. It is par-
ticularly so-in applying the’ principles
of asepsis and antisepsis.. It is easy to
understand the principles, but it requires
care and. patlent attenhon m 1t ‘x11p1i~
cation.. - ‘

T had the honor of re: xdm(y i paper
hefore the first meeting of the Canadian
Medical ‘Association, held in this city, 1
think, in 1872,

‘me\v tlnt, m‘mseptic freatment meant
.absolute cleanlinéss. T still hold that

opinion, and if I were asked to make a

list of antiseptics, 1 should place soap
and water at the head of  the list. -
How often do.we find practitioners
who are fully aware of the value of the
antiseptic system, ~— even young men
who have been brought up under the
teaching of * this unploved method  of
‘pmvmce — violating - 1ts p1mc1p1e<
through omele:cness?
I remember hearing,
ciety, s

.of- mlbolu, acid asax
mechmfr tlnt wentlpm

wards, pr'xcmce T noted ‘thie’
‘unless appeavances were vexy. decephve,
there,-might be . enough septic matter

aliout his finger. nails: to ‘engage the,

tighting thtles of a'- considerable
‘quantlty of his favorite antiseptic. -

and think I held the

i o medlml 50~
some years Ago, - ’l gentleman take.
very strong ground in favor of antisep--
tics, bute uspeclallv e\tolhnv‘the wvirtues -

It is to be hopad that the practiceof
making an examination 7of: a- puexpcml
woman “without: previously wushm«Y ‘the
hands-and-nails, is ‘an uncommon ‘one ;
but one-is fearful that it ‘may not he:so
uncommon when a practitioner i is. found
to engage in the syringing. of the' vagina
in the puerperal state without any chanrm
in coat. sleeves or cuffs,and thhouu

rashing his hands, as hap pened ‘within
my knowledge a: fe\v weeks ‘ago.. In
fact, the use of the vaginal douche in
puerpeml cages  may be often a source
of ‘danger instead of safcty ‘Tt has been
suggeated as an antiseptic ,measure, ‘but
I fear it may sometimes, wheu carelessly
used, be the source of aepsm matcad of
pr(,vcntmﬂ it

Ts the thermometer a]wq} s washed
before and after being placed uudcr a

. patient’s tono'ue ?

Weareevery day discov e'cmmom(,nuv
application of the principles of thorough
cleanliness and disinfection in surﬂex",
Its application is widespread, it is so

simple and yet so. effective. How many

thousands of lives are saved by it It

‘stands side by side with the dlscovm)

of ane%thetncs as the ﬂ'le‘lte% advance in
knowledge in the cenmuy . o

T desive to call the.attention of the
Souetx to the special danger of sepsis
in the opentlon of heuuotmm, espe-,
clally in those cases in which ‘the sac is
lJarge and a considerable. quantity of in-
tes’mne and omentum pxonude. ‘

Ave' the contents of a hemnl sac in
a state  of strangulation, septic or not?
The answer to this question - depends
upon how near to 4 condition approach-

“ing to gangrene the strannu'lated frut is.

Even thoufrh the -gut mWay not yet be
gangreious, ab the tiime" ot the opera-

. tlon thouah we find "it: ﬁnn, 1ealstmr

mmfxl cwlt) in hhxs condmon espeu.\ll\
a small hernm, but there is one portion of
the contents ‘of -the sac that may be,’
and wnder such circumstances is- h]\eI)

to- be, septic. I refer to'the fluid



