
FOR LOWER CANADA.

This wvas followed b), singiun by tho pupils, afier Principal
Dawson (lisiributed tuie prizes.

Mr. McGrcgor road the buose libt or namneq for priz'es giVonýbelo'v.
lIOY'8 DEPARTZtTEST5'GILL MODEL SCIIOOL.-J7NIOI DIVISION~.

flcading: Cameron. 1te,îwick, Arclîibald Stevenson; Spelling:
Pearson, irîîick; Writing: A. Stephonson, Bloy ;Drawiîîg:
Pearson, A. Stevenson, Iloy ;, Arithmenti.: Horne, Itecnuick, Joncs;
Geography: Ilorne, A. Stevenîson; Grammar: Horne, leiiiiiek,

INTERMEDIATE DIMlION<.

Realing: liryson, Geen; Spellitig, Taylor, Garlie; %Writiing:
Taylor, hilton ; Dmawving : Taylor, Leslie, Ililloîi ; Composition i
hiryson ; Alrithnotic: liliomi, 11eGitin, Fleck ; Geograplir MeGitit,
Goodbod y, Garlic ; Graminar: Taylor, Flece, Garlic; Etytology .
Taylor, Bryson Geen.

SENbORt DIVISION.

Rleading: Lowdeîî, 11utchins, C. Sitns ; Spelling: Phillips, J.
Gatdner, ilv1oore ; Writin. rTaylor, WV. Coî:stitie, Moore ; Drawingr
IV. Coristine, Kersiîaw, C.Coristine -French P )ltilIip5-, MoBride;
Comnposition :Goold, C. Sims ; Algetbra : Savaze, Lowden ; Arith-
melic : E.pliin, Goold, Mlride, Moiore ; Gug~pî:Esplin. Sav-
age, MuGinn, Kershaw ; Grintnar :Espîjut, J. Gqrdooer; Etymno-
logy : Espluîî, J. Gardiuer, C. Coristine ; Canadiani Hisiory:. Esplin,
Waison, iMcGinn . English Histury: Esplin, %Vatsonl, W. Coristille,
C. Sitns ; Generai paper: Savage ; Puncluality and Regulariîy:
Sav:ige, Mclride, Tlaylor, Lowdcn-I.

Tige 11ev. Mfr. Muir delivercd a vcry imtercstiiig address te the
boys anti girls se parately, in wlîich lic exlîorted the former tu exer-
cise Il pusli -e and de pluck,'- and be governed by principle in order
to becomne ttie mon ; andi insiructeil the latter tuai tbue beaiiiy
coiisisted in living t0 pîcaso oiliers, rallier thian oneself ami Ihlat
for thie purjioso tlîey should cultivaie "t tasie, tact, anîSl temper.3)

A fareweli essay ivas Ilien rcad by Miss Suilîerlaîîd, ini whicli
elle touched -%vilit feeling he approaching departure cf the Priii-
cipal teaclier, M1izs MclCrackeit.

Prof. Dawson thon c'ýOsed the exorcises, by annouining the
coming, terni. 11e expressed regret thaI Miss McCracken, thi(
principal teacher in the Girls' I)eparîmre,ît wvas about to Sever lie]
connexion iih tlie school, in wiîicli, he said, she fiad renderet
such valuable services.

Report on tuie inlipection or Sciools lu Lower
Canada.

(Transiatefi and priaîcd by order cf the Legisiative Asselnbly-)
Edaenion Office,

Honorble . D.'ýIeEEJ ontreal, 2nd January, 18G3. 3

President cf tîte Exeoutive Council, and
Acting, Provincial Secretary.

Sîît,-I have the honor te acknoivledgc,, neccipt cf your letter
dated 17ti~ Novenîber last, ia ivhich you require et'me, for th,
information cf lis Exeelleney te Govennor G eralin Council
a Report on the following questions res-pecting te inspection o
sebiools in Lower Canada:

Ist. On lte system of inspection at preseat feiboivcd, and it
* efficacy iii relation to flic vants and requiromeafs cf our society

2nd. On the possibility of reducing the number cf lnspeetiq
* Districts, and tîte cost and efficacy cf sucli a systemi as compare

vitli te present systein
3rd. On the question cf the possibility ana dcsirability c

reiieving the Departient of Public Instruction cf the trouble au
expense cf the inspection cf sehois, ia whole or in part, by leavin
it te te municipal authorities, as is the practice in Upper Canal«

The important subjeot included la te forcgoing questions h-,
alrcady, on several. occasions, attracted mny attention, and I titin
that I cannot do botter tItan. quote lîcre a passage froin iny Repoi
for 1857, in 'whichi it is eoasidercd at some leng,,thl

Il The inspection cf the scitools fals short of vihat i desirab
te ho donc, ana it is generally though1t that the inspectons ai
negligent la the performance of their duty. Hasty'visitsi unattendi:

by tho School Comnnissioncrs, statistics iinîpcrfcctlv collcctcd, re-
ports ivritten ta soine cases by hicarsay, nany uiîunlicipaliîies ne-
glcted aîîd unvisitcd fer sevcral 3years, forîîî a state of thigs
wlîiclî was rcpresented to nie vritl rcfcrence o t le futictionaries
in question, as really prevailiing wlien 1 ontered on Iny cilice.
Unflortunatcly I biocanîc colivilnccd that tho piieturo, thlotigl unfiiir
to iinany, and ovechargcd ivith. respect to iinost of the inspectors,
wva: not devoid of truthi ia its gencera1 coloring. I exerted inyseif
to retuîcdy the cvii, as flar as hay in iuy poiver, and fthe disinissal of
tivo provcd that the Goveriient were carnest in their detertiintt-
tion, that, those persons wlîo liad voluntarily nssuîîîcd .thie iinpor-
tant task, slioulil acquit thenisclvcs of it in a suitable inanner.
Unifortunately aiso, certain circuinstanccs rcnder flic sîîpcrinten-
dence whiclî 1 etideaveurcd 10 cercise over tiiese officcrs very
difficuit. It is cvidcnt Iliat while parties confine tlhenîselves to
general coinplaiiits ligaist the Inspcctors, ivitlîout specifyilng par-
ticular dereliotions of* duty inluiyl it. vili nîways bc dificult for
the departuicat to, find out, and te punisli their iieglcct. Ncv, tic
Vcry persons wvho go se far as to d1cinand the abolition oftheli office,
arc oflen the last to specify t the authoritics tic miiscoaduct aîid
irregular procecdigs of the officers irnpenclicd, ivhile tlîey seck f0
deprive the country of an institution 'whiclî is absolutely necessary,
to ensurc tho ivorkig of any sysf oui of' public instruction. No
doubt a noble feeling deters înany honorable citizens freint any
act wlîielî uîighit sccmi to bclong to tlic trade of tlic informer, but
it seenis te nie that the civil courage shewn in siînply dcnouneing
the culpablo negct of a publie officer, in wvhose hands are te
destinies oft'he youth of our country, sliould flot bc repugnant, 10
tlic nost delicate mnd.

Il Ilowcver this miy bo, the great extent or te districts cf in-
spection, as 1 observedl in nîy first report, by rcndering flic frequcat
and preper inspection of the schools irnpractieablc, affords an ex-
collent excuse flor tho Inspectors, of wbiehi thcy avait tiienselves
whien they are accusedl. It is very difficult for the' Departient
to ascertaiti wvieflîer they do aIl tlîat is posssible te ho donc whlen

rit is clearly kaown that thecy cannot perfectly fulfil ail the duties
Iincunîbent on tîteui. The nîajority have froin one hundrcd te tivo
liundred shools te visit twico a year, and te travel over districts
contprisîîîg on an average between '400,000 and 500,000 actes of
settled country; soaxe of the districts contuiri as nîuch as 800,000
acres eof inhabitcd land, and extend over xiearly 200 superficial

agues. It is certain that ivore it not for the hospitaliy affordcd
gratuitously te the Inspectors by the friends of edlucation ia sonie
localitt, their salaries, averaging £200, and nover exceoding
£250, wtould be aitnost entirely absorbcd by Ilîcir travelling ex-
penses. The consequence cf this is, that te office can bc goecrally
acceptcd ouly by persons exereisin- other professions, and who
niake a sccondary affair cf thtat which ouglit te bo their only and

*exclusive occupation.
~ Are we te, conclude froni the *neceding reniants that the

,office cf lnspecteir ought te lie abolisimd, thus effcctig a reduction
f cf £4000 in the expeases of tini Departaxont ? In thec first place

I doubt m-acli whether titis reduction cf the expenditure would bc
s a Ssving. It i5 te the action cf the Inspectors, hoivever imperfect,

;that we are iiudebted for the remarkable ince whieh lias every
ycar takea place in te assessaients; and by glaneing ovet the

a reports of iny prodecosor, it ivili readily bo scen that that iniercase
bocame considerable, dating only from. the sanie periodl as flic

lf establishmennt of the office of Inspector. There is ýgreat reason
a te four that the suppression of te inspection cf sciteols, account
g booka and Coannissioner's records, tvould have the immediate
îeffeet cf diminishing, to a considerabie extent, the amount cf thc

assessmonts and contributions. Without going further 'we may
state as certain that the Inspectors bave detecfed, stoppcd or pro-

is vented dofalcations of the Sccrctary-Treasurers te an amount in
k the agregate, far exceeding their salaries.
rt "When we have adniitted that the inspection cf sehools is

neessary, it sceuis te me that in Levier Canada at least, it -woula
le ho difficuit te carry it loto * feet otliorçvise than by officers ap-
re pointed ana paid by the Goveramoat. In YFrance, in Beigiuni,à 'n Prussia, in England and in Ircland, they have Inspectons ap-


