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thereby a habit (of wvhich, we becamo aware for lte first timeoan
that occasion. Ta avoid a dag duat wvas lt close pursuit it mounted
a trou anti laid ilseli fiat on a 11mb about twenty foot fromn the
graund, from, wliich, it wvas final'.y Ahot. IVe hava ascertamoid by
successfül experiments, repeated more than a hntred time,,, tlîat
the Ermine cati be cmployed, in te mannor ai the' ferret af
Europe, la driving, our Ainericani rabbit from tho burrow% inta wliiclîit lias rotreated. In oie instance, the Enmnuie emnplcyed hll belli
captured only a fev (laye beore, ad ts canine teett %veto tiled tai
or or Ia prevent its destruyin- Ille rbl-',î a cord wasp laced arunutld
ils nteck te secure its rutura.it puse t tretrouglt ait thîe
winditigs of its burrow and ioredu it ta the mouth, wvhere it conki
bc takeon iii a net, or b y the han.t. In %vinter, aiter a snow stonu,
the ruffed grouse has a h abit of piuu.'îng inta Illc lbse snow, wvhere
il romains at limes far one or two L'ys. lit this passive state tlle
Ermiiie somietimos deteots and destray.; il. lat an unisticcessfini
attompt ai damesticating this grouse by fasteniarg its foot ta a board
ta the mode adopted with te stoal pîgçon, and piacing il high ont a
sîteli, aa Ermine which we had kept as a pot,' iacad its wvay by
the rurlains ai the wiadaw and put an end to aur experimottt by
eating aff the hoad ai aur grouse.J

"eNalthwitlistaiding aIl thesu mîsciiievaus and destuctive habits,
iis doubiul wvhether tîto Ermine 16 nat rallier a benciactor tait

an enemy ta tte fitrmer, riddincv lus graîtaries ait(d fields of muîty
depredators on te produot af is~~ labour, that would devour teit
limes the value ai tîte pouitry and eggs whtcb, at long and uncer-
tain intervals, it accasiaually destroys. A missionl appears to ltave
boon assigned il by Pr-vidence Io tossen the rapidiy multiplying
aumber amice ai vartaus species and llte smailer radeittia."1

"lTite wlîite-foîed mause iis destructive ta the grains lu Ille
wvheat fields and ia tho sîacks, as %veit as the nurseries of fruit
trees. LoConte's pine-mouse it; injurious Io the Irish and swveet
polato crops, causiag more 10 rot by uibbling hales 11110 thora tîtat it
consumes, and Wiso" meadow mouse lessens aur annual product
of hay by feeding on the grasses, and by its long and tortucus gaI-
leries amaong their rmots.

cg lierover an Ermine litas takea up his residence, the mica in
ils vicînity for half a mtle round have been fotind rapidly ta dimai-
niait ia iiimber. Thetr active litile eneny is able to force ils Ihin
vermiforma body int the burrows, il follows ltern to the end ai itoir
galleries, and destroys wvhole familles. We have on several occa-
sions, aiter a lght snowv, fahioived lte trail ai a wvcasei thrauglî
fields and meadows, and witnessed tîte immense destruction whiclt
it occasiaaed in a sioge atglit. Il caers every hale under stump,
lags, stano l'caps aad fonces, and evideace of ils bloody deeds are
seen in lte znutilateid romains ai te mice 6cattered an tîte snoîv.
Tie little chipping or ground squirrel, Tamtias Lyjsteri, takes up
its residence in lte viciaity ai the grain fields, aîtd is knaovn ta
carry off ia ils cheek pouches vaqt quantities ai wheat and btîck-
wvheat, tai serve as winter stores. The Erine instinctîvely discovers
these snug retreats, and in the space ai a few inir.utes îlestroys a
wvhole iamily of these beautitlfini e Tamioe; withtlut even resîing
a-while nutil itlibas consumed ils nowv abundant food, ils appetît'e
craving- tor mare blood, as if impelled by an irresistible destiny, it
proceede la searct ai ocher abjects on whiclt it may glut ils insatiable
vamaptre-hike thirst. The Nîrrway rat, and the common house-înonse
take possession of aur barns, whoat stacks, and granaries, and des-
Irey vast quanlitios oi drain, la some instances lte farmer is
rehtcîtanty compelled ta pay ove» more than a litho la contributions
toivards the support ai theso pers. Lot howvever an Erîne finti ils
wvay into these barns and granaries, and there take up ils wittr
residence," and tlie havoc whicii is made amoag the rats and mico
wvill sourn bit observable. The Ermine pursues then tu tîteir fartlîest
roîreals, anti in a fev vveeks the premises, are intirely freca from
tiroir depradatians. We once placed a lialf domesticated Ermine in
an outhause iaiestod with rats, shutting up tîte hales oi te onîside
la prevont their escape. The litIle animai sooti commonct'd Itis
wvork ai destruction. The squeaking ai the rats was boeard througli-
out the day. In the evening, it came oct iicking ils maoutli, anti
soeming like a ltouad afier a long ohase, mueh fatîgued. A board
af the ifoor was raised ta enable us la ascertain tîte result ai aur
oxperme nt, and an immense aumber ai rats were observed, which
aitagh tltey liad been killed on difl'oreit, parts ai the building,
5udbeen dragged together, forming a comîpact heap."1
ccThe Draine 18 thon ai immense bettofit ta the farmer. We

are ai the opinion that it har beca over-hated and toa indiscrumni-
itately persocuted. If deîected la the poultry house, tîtere is sonne
excuse for destroying il, as, like the dag that has ontce been cauglit
in the sheepfoid, il may roturn ta commit fcrther depredatians ;
but when il has taken up ils rosidence under atone heaps and fonces,
in bis fields, or 1is bains, the farmer %vou1d consult his itîterest by

stifféring it ta romainî, ast by thus invitiflg il ta a homoe, it %vil!, pro-
hably dILstroy more formidable ceillies, relievo flim fram many
p y annoyances, and savo him mari) a bushel ut grain."1
l'lie Eraîint bringg liiuth il-. yoting front fonr ta sevon ait a littel

lit the nionths af XpriI anîd May, andi it is said that the family
niý;talIv rem-ttin the' raine ocal ity inil aultim. Vilh respect to
the change of colour, Audubon is of opinion tuit it is efrected by

shoding lîoliait, tiîe new cuit corhing ont in a differoat color. Oit
the other hand, an Enropean naturalist, Mr. Bel11, tlîinks that the
hair chaniges ('atr. l'p in luis 8ubject, anti also uipon the hiabits

ai~ ~~i th'Beît alritain, 'vo maka the folto\win-g extract from

V ith regard potemd lai006ie this alteratioiî iq brought
about, M-.. 13ail oxpresseos his beliel iliat the wvtnter change is ei-
fected îlot by th' losq of the sumnmer coat anti the snib-'itttion af a
iiev one, but by tlie actual change o0r colour iii tia usisting fur;
ard lie cites, iii prani' af this viev ai tlie subjecI, te case of Ille
Hluilquois lkay Lemming, which in L'aptaini Sir John Ros8's first
Polar Expedition was exposed in its suimmer coat oit the dock to a
temperature of 30 O bclow zero, and the next moraing lte fur on
the cheeks anti a palch ont êach shoulder had becomo pcrfectl
whiite. Next day the shoulder-patches lîad considerably extende,
ail llte postoriar part ai Ille body and flanks bail turned to a dirly
white. At the end af a wveok the winter change 'vas complote,
wvith the exception of a dark band across the shauldors 1proionged
dlowni ta the middle of the back.

That change of' temperature, and flot merely change of season is
necessary Io eflct the alteration. of colour is evident frm, 11r.
Hog' observations. (5tlt volo a iid î 'Magaziine af Nat.

,lst. ; Bell, c'British Quadrupeds')
Mr. o'g, wvhose iemnarks appear ta have been made in the

county ai .5urham, states that w~ithin te last aine years frara tle
date ai his communication he hll mot withi two Ermines alive, and
ia the' most different winte-d that had occured for maay yoars. Ona
wvas nbserved in the oxlrcmcly sovere wvînter (January ta March)
ai 1813 ; the ather ln te extremely mild January af 1832.

Il li cansequence af the months ai December, 1831, and Janu-
ary, 1832, having boeii s0 extremely mild, 1 wvas,"1 says Mr. Hogg,
"egreatiy surpîised ta find this stbat clothed in hie wvmter fur; and
the more s0, beeauso I hiad seen about throo wceks or a month
bofare, a stoat in its sumrmer coat or brown fur. I was theroforo
naturally led ta consider wvhether the respeoctive situations wvhich
tho brown and wvhite moants seen by me this warmnwînter înhabared,
could alonie account for the' dtfl'erence ofîthe colour af their fur, la aay
clear alîid satisiacîory manner. Tho situation thon where the Blrown
Stoat %vas soon, is la nearly 54 -J 32' N. lat., 10 19' W. long, upon
a plain elevated a very fcw feet above the level af ite river Tees,
in the cnnty ai Dutham. .'ain, the place wvhere 1 met with the
Ermine, or White Stoat, an Ille 23rd ai Jaauary, 1832, bs la the
North, Riding ai Yorkshire, in neariy 540 12' N. lat., 10 13' W.

long.; it is situateil at a very considerable elevation, andin the ima-
modiate neighàbotirhoa ai the lofty moorlaads called the Hamble-
don Iliis. mÈhese constitute the south-wvegtemn range oi the Cieve-
land Hils, %vhich risc i l eight iram 1100 foot ta 1200 foot above
the son. At the lime, the Ërrmirie wvas making his -waý~ towards
the Mis, wvhere, no doubt, ho lived, ar freqnently haunted; and con-
soquontly the groat caldness ai the almosphere, even la so mild a
winler, upon s0 elcvatod and bleak a spot as that moorland, wvould
satisiactorily accouait for the appearance ai the animal in ils white
fur; although the place is, ia a direct lino, more thtan 23 miles
distant ta the south ai the fields nu2ar the Tees, inhabiled by the
Brown Stoat."1

The Ermine-Woasel, tho length of whose head and body 18 9
luches 10 linos, the laul being 4 inches 8 linos, is the Carlwrn ai
the Welsh ; Stoat, Stout, anti greater Weascl ai the English ; L'Her-
mine anti Le Roselot ai the -Freach ; Armellino ai the Italians;
Armino and Armeliîa, ai tha Spamsh; Hermelin of the Germans;
Hormelin and Lekaît of the Swvedes; Hermilyn of the Dateh ; Ker-
mlmn and Lekat ai the Danes; Scegoos and Shacooshew ai the
Croe Indians ; anti Terreeya ai the Esquimaux.

Thli Ermino is iattnd gencrally in temporate Europe, but corn-
mon oniy lu the north. The finest, ltat is, those witlh the langest
and thickest fur, and o4 thte purest and brighlest colour, are ira-
parted iromn the high latitudes. Russia, Narway, Sweden, Siberia,
and Lapiaud, iaraish thoern abundaully. The British importation, in
1833, was 105,139; and 187,000. la America it is fouad front tho
mast northera lin, - ta the rniddlle districts ai tlie United States.
Ermine-skins faxineci part ai the Cand aait ina the time of
Charlevaix; but t hey have sa suak la valtie, that they are said not
ta rcpay the Hudson'& Bay Company the expense ai collecting them,
and very fow are brought to this coatry frorn thit quarter.


