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soul. Aad eating curry and rice with one’s fingers and wearing long hair are
poor substitutes for a knowiedge of the language and thought of Hindus. We
are certain that the weight of intelligernt testimony entirely confutes the Salva-
tion Army statements on this matter.

“ Following the assumed success of the Salvation Army, the question has
been raised, ¢ Could not a cheaper European agency be employed with advantage
in the mission field 2’ To this we reply that any European agent who is efficient
and who is duly maintained will be useful. With regard to the Army, however,
we would point out that the cost of its Buropean agents in India has never been
made known. Further, it should be noted that the number of deaths among
them has been exceptionally Jarge, and the number of those laid aside by sickness
very great as compared with other mission agents. By death, by sickness, or
by retirement from mission work, the n* ber of its agents has been terribly re-
duced, and we attribute this alarming wuaste and unnecessary wear and tear to
the way of living imposed on the agents of the Army. Again, the average stay
of these agents in India is notoriously brief, and since most of them have never
become acquainted with the vernacular, their value asefiective agents is more than
doubtful. The plan of operations which the Army has adopted, and according
to which its agents are compelled to work, is such that while all the disabilities
and risks peculiar to life in India are needlessly multipiied to them, there has
beenno compensating gain in efficency or in power; and since Christianity is
not Hinduism, why an English evangelist in India should resemble a Hindu
beggar is not cvident.

“In esprit de corps and in completeness of consecration to the work which
they are sent to do, the agents of the Army have our sincere -aspect; and
because we desire to see the .y no longer a parasite, but a powerful and per-
manent missionary agency, wo vwould urge at.2ntion to the following points—viz.:

‘1. That a higher standard of intelligence be fixed for its European agents.

‘¢ 2. That begging, as now practised, cease to be compulsory.

‘3. That they be not compelled to denationalize themselves by renouncing
European dress and customs.

‘4. That its work be done in fields chosen in consultation with other societies,
so that unuecessary friction and waste may be avoided.

‘“ . That its agents receive an allowance sufficient for their support.

‘“ 8. That, since Influence is cumulative, the itinerant system be less violently
practised, and agents be permitted to remain for a longer period in places where
they are calculated to be useful.”

The Army is not unaware of these criticisms, as passages like the fol-
lowing from ‘¢ Behold their Walls” indicate : ** With a heare broken,
melted, and permeated with this Calvary love—this Christ essence—Com-
missioner Tucker was commissioned by General Booth to build a wall of
salvation around India. And in spite of the caviling, envious Sanballats
(critics), Tobiabs (churchmen), the Ashdodites and Arabiaus, of difficul-
ties, sicknesses, hatred, and persecution, a fair and goodly wall is being
raised, a grand portion of which already encireles sun-bedazzled Hindu-
-tan, and embraces many a village in storied Ceylon. So the walls are
rising, the burned stones from the heaps uf rubbish are being revived, while
our poor little two-legged Seuballats (critics) waste their precious God-given
time and talents in writing columns for the devil’s manual of misstatements
and distorted truths,  We wish them joy in their dirty work,”



