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distinguish between the real snuithe spu-
rivus 1n listening to a speakor, yeb we
cannot 1n all cases oxactly tell why it 18
that ono carrics us along with him, appa-
rently without out Knowing it, whio
another, who moy be in 1uany.respects-a
moro palished spoaker, faila to make- any.
lasting impression upon our-minds, .
Tho grand essential elemeut. ju: oratory
is the information or conviction of the
understanding.” This, we think, lies at
the vety foundation of all eloguenco, and
no. composition, howaver elegant and
faultless in -other respects, can bo con-
sidercd as eloquent which does not cffect
this end. ) . .
Perhapg a mogo concise though less

comprohensive, definition of eluquenceis'|;

this; 4 Eloquence is foree.” He who
speaks in such a-manner a3 o, dtew per-
sons within-the scope of his powers and,
forco thowm to immediate and determinate
action, speaks cloguently. Thereis, how-
over, i certain class of speakors who fupu-
diate such a dofinition, and would main-
tain that elaborato sentences, brilliant

flights of imagination, beautiful flowers |

of fancy, and such like, constitute the
only truo eloquence. But if - this be elo-
quence, then the great masters of the
past and: présent have sadly mistaken it,
aud consequently have lamentably failed
in ceaching it. They nover aimed at.
this mero finery. They aspired after the
achioving quality ; the soul bracing dras-
tic element. They were not cuntent
with merely ploasing the fency of thosé
to-whom they-spoke, but on the contrary
thoy wished to make them believe, ro-
solve, and act. But there are also those
who go to the other extrems and would
take away from eloguence all the external.
trappings.and dress which they beliove
to be but pedantic and puerile, and calcu-
lated rather to weaken than to enchance
tho éffect.  This we think is quite’ as
fatal an error as to imagine thatoratory
consists-in 8 proper observance of oxtor-
nals, for while speakers of tho latter
class, fail to make any lasting impression

on our ininde, with their hollow declama- |

tion except it bo that of disgust, those of
the {ormer, althotigh their malter: may be
the prodpctions of mnster minds, will
fail to gain our attention, or to enlist qur
sympat| in the subject upon which
thoy speak. How often have wo seen an
otherwise -powerful address ryothiessly
manglod, and robbed-of tho grester part
of-its forco from tho want of proper at-
tention being given to langunge and.de-
livery.

The syccessful orator belongs to neither
of theso classes, He aims for the middle-
ground betwoen thoso two extremes, In
preparing:to stand-before his audience he
takes carc that his spesch. contains such.
thoughts as they can, and will appreciate,
Nor 13 ho insensiblo o the fact that lofty

shought requires to.bo expressed in lofty
langungs, apd that its furce cun bo vdry
ruch enhanced by appropriate gustury,
and s becoming attentin to elucutiom
 In listening to- such 2 speaker we soon
‘find oursclves drawn. frresistibly within:

“his«sublime thought, his Iangusge, his

i concoutrated upon us. He moves us

deeply, and wo sco definitely why we are |

nhoved. He implants within us somo
vital seatiments which wo cannot dis-
lodge, and sends us away thinking, fecl-
.ing, resolving. The impression made
upon our minds, is not like ¢ike mom-
ing cloud or the carly dew ” soon gong,
‘but is implanted within ug, from which
“we can. find no relief but in generous, de-
-cisive action.

Such, we belivve, is fruo_cloquence.
‘Tt consists in the proper adaptation of
languages and gesturé to thought, and he
whé happily possesses that faculty, with
itho potver to think, has nothing to.pre-
‘yent his becoming an orator,

The closing ideg of the prezeeding sen-:
-tence suggests to our mind the-question :
Is oratory an art that.can be acquired by
;any ono of ordinary powers of mind who
is-willing to labor forit'? Taking oratory
_in its restricted sonse, we.thinknot. We
aro of the opinjon that in order to attain.
to-tho higher grades of oratory man must
be gifted by naturc with o peculiar genius,
:adapting him to succeed in that highest
and most enobling of ‘arte: and:yet; -not-
withstanding it may not be.in the power
‘of g}l to.atjain tho position jmong first
rrank, we think that the attairment of it
:ig within the rtcach of moré than oven
realize it.  Almost all the great orators
who have lived, in all-ages of:the world's
‘history, have acquired -their -power in
‘speaking «fter years of closa application.
to study and practice, and wo do not hes-
itals to affirm, that any person of ondi-
«nary capacily, can by persistent self-de-
nial-and patient toil, raise-himself ¢o a
good degrco of precminence in public
speaking. All his feculties are capable
of improvement by cultivaticn. His
‘mind becomes strength ned by culturs,
and ‘broight more into subjection to his
will, so that ho is better able to grapple.
with a.subject, and draw from it thoughts
‘that shall bé intercsting and instructive
to his audionce. " His xi)omlt;:ﬁuréu ;f
words is greatlly enlatged by tho y
of the fhcicnt claggics, the British
.authors, or-in.the uge.of his own
.His gesture becomes natural by practice,
and-bis clocution improves by constent:
attentivn aud oxercise. Aud asthe groat
ofators: of ancient and modern fimes,
whosa names sre held by us:in the high-
‘ost osteem amounting almost to adoratior,
bsvo all, or almost all, had to undergo.

:long years of culture and practice, so

-the cirelo of his power, the whols force of |

 gesturo, his countennnce, his eye, seoms |

"1nwy auny ono nuw cultivate.the facultics
 that Nature has conferred wpon him,
"and thoy sccure nv cuwil ghare of that
noblo puswer which is even more needod
_in the world to-day than ot any previous
i perivdiin its history,
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-« 0UR NAME:

In selecting 2 name for our College
paper we thoughs we couid not do better
"than bestow upun it the name-of our Lite-
‘rary and Debating-Society which is com-
posed of all the students of our Alma
Mater, and from which society our paper
emanates. We would in so doing, cher-
ish.the hope that.former students of the
College, both-graduates and-under gradu-
.gtes, of whon thers are quité a number
stattered throughout the Provinces and tho
ncighboring Ropublic that have atiended
‘the Tnstitution, 10 by-gond years, will, as
ithey. seo this name and by it are-led to xe-
'flect upon-their connection.with the soci-
.ety it represents, allow their syiapathies to
“be:exlisted in behalf of the paper.

. It is, and wo. hope it shallba ouraim-
and-desiro to make tho paper worthy of
‘their support and assisianco, and fecl-
-ingconfidentthat overy graduate of Acadia
.is still interested in Her welfaro, wé think
“we may: safely hope that they will.aid as
/ip this undertaking. ‘

Wo shall slways be happy to. publish
communications from any. of our former
students ehould thoy feel disposed to favor
usin that line,

Tge moré thorough-a mans education
is-tho morc Lo yoarns for and is pushed
forward $o0'now achicvement. The better
.2 man is in this world, tho better.ho ig
compelled to be. That bold youth who
climibed up the Natural Bridge, in Vin-
ginia, and catved: his.paime higher -than
any other, found wher. he had .done so,
that it was impogsible fox'him to descend;
-and that, his only alterastive was tc go on,
and scale- the height, and find safoty at
tho top. Thus it is with 21l climbing in
-thig lifé. There-iy no going-down. Itis
climbing.or felling. Every upward step
-majes another needful;:and so we musy
:go on until wo reach heaven, the suinmit
- of the aspirations of time.—Life Thougits.

Ws look down:at our fcllows s tho
eaglo-looks over the odgoof thecliffatike
mice which eraw} so far below him.  This

.. {ia the sclfishness of the ioral nature.

Our gifts and attainmonts are not only to
bolightand wermth in our own dwellings,

| but are-as well to shine through the wia-

:dow, into tho dark night, {o guivs unu
choer bowildered travellers wpon tho read.
How many-hopes havo quivered for us

:less lightnings in Summes pights, |

oy
o

-in the pash years—have flashed Jikp harm-



