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A DIAL.OGUE ON SLAV1IRY.

[Fort TIEN4 CA NADIAN CiitISTiA BXà iY tR.

A. Let us take a vaik into the country?-
the season is pieasant. 'l'lie Indian suinmer is
now corne. Tiretoits of Larvce.t are oi cr, andi
tl-c woods and fields have preparcd lcîîes
for the appruach of' w inter. iNov is the niost
delightful part of the year. The warinth of'
sommier, and the coolness of atutnin, arc found
blencling together to produce a season agrecabie
to, ail. lndeed I neyer enjoy an Indian siimi-
nier withut being pleabed that I croissed tire
Atlantic for Canada.

B3. 1 shail giadiy accompaay you, but you
wvill allow tac to citoose a topic of discourse, as
1 have just been reading about siavery, anti
have feit a peculilar intcre.st la iL. Tihis wvilt
afIord uis matter for conver.-ation, and I confe.,b
I like a waik ait the better tiat one bas sunic-
thing instructive to converse about. Auîd I
sliai relishi titis topic more highiy that ,I. knowv
*you have made it, ia ail its be.iringsthe subject
of caî ertl study.

A. You niucla over-rate my fit.ness to act
as your instructor, but I shalt gladly connuni-
cate to îny frienri my sentimîenîts un the great
question, the lawfiness of slavery. At flic
sanie time, I fear it is too deepiy rooteil in tire
world to be removed by the plaincst argutments
coaceraing iLs injustice.

B. But does rny friend takie for granted,
that slavery is an evil,-for my part I itad ai-
ways understood there were maay weighty ar-
guments thiat might bc urged ta its beliaif ; and
I have heard of biave-hulders wvhîo professedl a
great zeal in the cause of religioni, and wvho
considered those as danglerous mîen who broacli-
ed the idea of slaves beingr set free. 1 shouid
wisli ry friend, therefore, to Iay aside ail ile
déclamation, and prove to tac titat slavery is
opposed to the word of God. I disregard cia-
motir on a matter of sucit grave importance, and
wvili admit no lower standard titan titis in esti-
xnating tire citaracter of' slavery.

A. I agréé with you may friend, in yoxtr
views as to tite Scriptures being the stand-
ard wvhercby ail controversies oîtght to be
decided. At the samne tinie there is suchi a
principle as equity, wbich more naturai con-
acience requires to bc observed lnanil transac-
ions between mnan and man, and 1 know few

grosser violations or tmtural cqtlity, thaît to
ciaî:n thte saine righ'. ut'proî,ertv it a man's per.
bon, ~hlton. docs, i.t tite c.isc u ait inferior
allunta'. W 'tliti.bo equitabie, it wuidbe cqui-
ty in auîiîer mian tu appliy te sain-, ride to the
niaster, ani redîce im to a state of servitude,
-ani Llits, on thte principie that mighîit is right,
evcry Onu rity inay be vinclicated.

B3. I rnu't cottircss I alwvays iooked uipon ar-
gurî.vnts duducîLà froia .atract rcnsoning es
devoid of authority, and ineflicaclouis in the set-
ticineat or questions where tumna interests and
passions are îttvoived. They may bave ail the
aspect of scttndness, but they wartt force, and
aiei bausbt thettii aside as tite cobwebs (if so-
pliý*tr%, and go on in theic ubual course flot-
,,vithstandriig,. Su, if my friend wouid wish to
carry my fuicst couivictions aloîtg with bim, it
%viil be aeedful to shew, on seripture premise3
and arguments, thuat ý>lavery is opposed to the
mid or God.

A. My friend observed that African wvh,-
bas jt.~t îpaszed lis, - 1% eli, lot uis Suppose suîcb
a mnani it the preseace of a jury of lîonest anti
intelligent citizens, to urge thte plea of naturai
equity. To raise that arm with which Jus Cre-
atoir bas futrnislied hlm ns weii ns his white bro-
ther, and in witich the iife-blood circulates witb
the same heaitbhful play, and to plead the equity
on which bis dlaim to participate ia the freedomn
of the commonwealth, rests,-atd I ama per-
suaded îny friend wvouhi admit tite equity of
the appeai, and would fe, too, that there was
no want or autbority, save in the seared "on-
sciences of the bolders oftfle slave. Btt, com-
iag to, the argumrent from llo]yWrit,, 1 suppose
ray friend wviil admit, titat man's title to, possess
the thiîîgs of tbis world, is rather of the* natura
of a charterei, than of an absolute eigltt.

B. You Ean to state, that the' absolute
riglit beloags to the Creator of ail tbings, and
man's riglît is a derived one, and must he dis-
covered front fhe terms of the grant.

A. My friend bas stated the distinction 1
intended to, dra%'. The earth with iLs fuineLts
belongs only to God, and bis rigbht to ail things
is absolute. Man's rigbt of proprietorship mutta
be limited, by tire obvious interprétation of the
grant. iIad God granted f0 man oaly one ot


