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of the social organism, and bis pur-
pose is, to discover its extent and
severity, in order that the most
effectuai form. of relief inay be ap-
Plied. This lias flot to be repeated
by every amateur dispenser of char-
ity who, cornes aiong, and who may
be inoved by a recîtal wvhîch lias
become to the reciter a stock-in-
trade, bringing in more or less re-
munerative, return, or w1hich na*y
open afresh a fountain of sorrow
deep, and real, tearing apart a
wound which those who open it are
powerless to close.

It is under such a systemn possible
to detect and deal wîth an impostor
before lie lias had an opportunity of
victimîzing a whole town or neigli-
bourliood before lis deceit is dîscov-
ered, or he lias liad tlie opportunity
to go elsewhere to do the saine thing
over again.

There is also the possîbîlîty of ap-
plying tlie remedy most suitable to
the case. With the strength, of an
organîzation there can be a genuine
attempt to lift the falien with a
strong liand, which cannot be done
by indivîduals as a rule. This also
can be better donc aiong the uine
of creating tlie spirit of self-de-
pendence. and no cliarity should lose
siglit of tliat fact as the desired end
to be obtaîned, for it may be taken
as an axi.om of ail cliaritable relief
tliat it sliould be at once abandoned
if it does not; lead to tliis, for other-
wise it leads only to pauperisrn.

In tlie gathering of information
by an o%~anization the facts can be
registered in classified order, and
miade available for future reference.
The information so obtained may be
disseminated for tlie purposes of
comparison as well as information.
lt xnay corne to be known wliat ciass
of effects or circuinstances produce
certain resuis, and such ,-nowledge
obtained is lf way to a cure. There
can ho gatliered information affect-

i,,ythe family as a group, and the
effects of lieredity can he more

cleariy shown, and information of
thîs kînd will in the future corne to
be a valuable adjunct to the dealing
with social problems from an
economie standpoint.

So far as the work of cliarîty
organization societies bas gone up
to the present time, there bas not
been any great atternpt at social re-
forins. Their efforts have been con-
fined in a large measure to deaiing
wîth individuais or families. This
seenis to be an approach to a more
legîtimate form of helpfulness, and
rnay in an indirect vay do more for
the solution of inany social probleins
than lias bîtherto been the case.

It may also assist in tbat direc-
tion by the creating of the truer
spirit of charity, that of brotherli.
11055, in the breasts of those who are
so brouglit into contact with eûch
otber; and in the truer sense of tbe
needs of the weak there inay be
stirred up the truer spirit of syin-
pathby with the sufferîng without
ivhîch charîty even is dead.

There can be very littie doubt in
the minds of those ivho have been
brouglit into active contact witb
charity distribution under an indis-
criminate system. that as a metliod
it lias largely failed ta accoxnplish
its desîred end. lt bas been too
often a gîving without any definite
object in vîew other than that of tlie
response to, an appeal for assist-
ance £romn one whose antecedents
are practically unknown, and whose
worthîness and necessity are ve1ry
largely a inatter of conjecture. It
is a relief ostensibly of a present
necessity witliout .ny regard to the
future of the inidîviduai relieved,
and is a positive barm. to the ré>-
ceiver. It opens up a way for the
recîpients wvhereby their seif-re-
liance is destroyed, and tliey look
altogether to others to provide for
themn that whicli tliey sliould provide
for theinseive.q. Their talents and
energies are directed in the way of
dissimulation and fraud. Tt is IR


