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THE MINISTER'S QUARTER PAY-DAY.

Tho following scene, taken from tho landscape of
New England, with soma slight shades and varielice of
colouring, we believe may bo witnessed throughout a
great portion of our country. o leave our readors to
adapt -it, as thoy fancy, to their own Jocalitics.

As the parson sat at is books ane day,
A rap at bis door beard beo;

Tho Parish Collector had called to pay
Tho Society’s Quarter fee.

A hundred dollars, 3ud fifty more,
Wera counted the parson's due,

Though tmall sum this, for Lalf a score
To victual and clotke and shoe.

Bat the day had come, and for youthfal sport
The parsonage ne'er displayed

A day like that, when his scant support
Was about to be promptly paid.

The children danced, and giggled, and grinned,
And vriggled like cels in oil 5

And smiles broke forth on the visage thinned
By {asting, and tears, and toil,

The Parish Collector sat him down,
And out of his pocket took

The tithes Lhe'd gathered about tha town,
Crammed into his pocket book :—

It was pot much of a cram, at that,
Though honey aud milk indeed,

Net milk enough for a starving cat,
Nor koney cnongl  for peed.

Bot such a8 it was, without much risk,
H'Iho Cg\!cctor ;:louredhit out; dek
o spread 1t round on tho parson’s desk,
A?d scattered it all about :— !
Bat litde of shining pold was shere,
Ang less from the silver mine,
Apd bapk bills,—they were exceeding rare !
Alas! for the poor diviae.

First came a note for a litt'e  um,
‘Which the poor man Iate ud miven

To a rich parnshioner, near bis bome,
Whom hio Aeped fo mect in heaven =

Ten dollars was all—not much, I knovw,
But an order followed tho note,

TWith butcher’s bill, and a bill orso
Forbutter and bread to boot

The doctor had drawn for his small amount,
The grocer bad filed bis clajim,

And all intended their bills should count,
\Wheaeves his pay-day came.

Tho good  Collector reckoned them up;
Tlhse minister stood aghast {

Twas 2 bitter drug in hes brimming cup,
To tiiok e bad lived so fat.

Who knows what pain tho parson crdures,
Asthenood man bands them o'er,

Avg says with a hem, ¢ Sir, theso aro vours,
And tboy shoald bave been paid before:

For.z scandal it isto religion, Sir,
Which the werld can never forget,

When a man of easa like 2 minister
Isanable to pay a debt.

“Ang here, besdes, s a lot of cash,
. Thrco fives ang a lusty ten
Your davghtcrs ip saling nowmay dash ;
4And your boys dress up like men.
Bat allowmo 10 say good Parson Gay,
You'd betterjust lay aside
Alitls of 1bis for a raicy day,
By a walk iostead of a ride.

* For_moncy, isscarce, and tha times are bard,
ind you, sir, are gelting gray,
And yonu may ot fare as you kere have fared,
bould the peopie turn you away.

WWa've given you horoe a large support,

And the farmers all complain
That the crops this year will be dreadful short
If we don't s00n have somo rain.

“ Vo can't long pay such enormous. sums
As wo have to pay you now,

For you know that the pay-day often comes,
And tho Squire has _lost o cow ;—

And ono of old Godwin’s sheep is dead,
Aud ke fecls poor this year."—

The tender shephord hore turned his head,
To drop—~for the sheep—a tear !

Of this the Collector no note took,
And gabbled tus story through,

Then slowly folded bis pocket-book,
And loocked as if ho knew.

Ho to0k Liy hat, with a choerful smile,
Rejoiced in o duty done ;

Then rode away to hus home, & mile,
At sct of December’s sun.

The parson tose, as he JeR tha room,
And bowed with a smile of graco,
But his heart resembled a ruined tomb,
In spite of his smiling face. .
He closed the door, and reeumed his chair,
‘[ill amid bis griefs and fears,
He seemed half-choked for a broath of air,
Then buret into a flood of tears.

Ho thought of bis cbildren's needy feet,
His barrel of meil wasgone ;

And the question arose ** What ekall we eat ?
What raiment shall we put on 2”

He thought of the ravens, how they're fed,
How the lilies® garmonts grow ;

But when was a raven's rent unpaid #
Or a lily arrayed for snow ¢

TVith tender emotions all astir,
In tho parson’s heaving breast,

1lis children's mother—~he thought of her—
How she, who had dons ber best,

51ill nceded a bood, and clotl:, and thread,
A dress and a thicker shaxl—

Till, pressed in spirit, he koelt and prayed
To the glorious Lord of all.

‘The eveninz came, and bamet bis wife,
And bis blooming children nine;

Yet not they saw of the inmard strifo
‘That haraseed tho sad divine :—

Ho sat serene in the central seat,
And his wife sewsd near hisside,

3is children bovered about his feet,
And ko tobe cheerful tried.

Bat when he went to his nightly bed,
To steep tilithe xaking morn,

Ho felr, ashe pillowed his aching head,
That ho wisked he'd ne'er been born,

And all that night bis pillow drowned
TFith tho tears no cyes could sce,

Bot His, who once for the thankless groaned,
And bled opon Calrary’s tree.
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LAYARD'S LAST DISCOVERIES.*

#3lr. Layard refers slightly in bis volume to other
discoveries that have been made at Konyunjik since
bis return to Europe. But since bis book has been
issucd from the press, and siace ourselves commenced
this notice, intelligenco of further restorations reaches
us from Fxnce—resiorations that certainly are notsur-
pissed by any that have preceded them. M. Place
who has succevded BI. Botta as French Consul at Alo-
sul, haviag recea ved instroctiong from bis Governmeng
to prosecuto at .Xhorsabad the work suspended by his
predeccssor, bas been for some time past diligently
employed in excavating that ruis, and within these
few wcceks bas transmitted-to, Paris & detailed account
of bis soccess. This account, as w6 are informed, is
sccompanied by phofographs of all the exhamed ob-
Jjects; tho photograpbs arc jealoudy kept from the
slranger's eyc; but an account of tha discoveries has
been already published. The resder will form some
notion of the naturo of theso last cxcavations, and of
what may be expected herealter from further diggings
on thesite of ancient Nineveh, when we el Lim that
in oncot the cbambers penctrated by M Place, that
gentleman fonnd a large nuantity of jars about five feet
bigh, all standing in rows, between each of which a

passage was purposely leftopen. The jars were not
resting upon the greund, but wero placed opon stages
constructed of lime, theso stages boing themsolves at-
tached with the greatest care to afloor oi the same
waterial. At first AL Place conceived that he had
lighted upon an cstablisbment hitberto bidden from
cvery other explorer—viz, a recoptacle for tho Assy-
rian dead, for itisto bo obsorved that up to this mo.
ment peither Mr. Layard nor any other traveller has
tho remotest idea of the method by which the inhabi-
tants of Ninevels disposed of each other's mortal ve.
mains, A closer investigation convinced AL Placo that
he bad discovared sometbing bardly Jess interesting.—
At tho bottom of the jars, or upon thelime which gvp-
ported them, a violetcoloured acdiment was yot visi-
ble, indicating tho nature of the liquid which the ves-
scls once contained. Ho bad actually dropped intathe
wine-cellar of Sennachorib’s father.,

‘ Whatever the future may yield, Alr, Layard's shave
in the acquisitions of the past is not to be mistaken.—
Ten years have scariciy oiayed sincs the first disco-
very of ruius on the site of Nineveh, and already thers
lies before us an amount of infermatior, Lavifig regand
to tho bistory of the old Assyrian-prople, of which we
had previously not the most distant conception. Whor
3r. Layard published, in 1849, the zccount of bis first
Assyrian rescarches, the .mmonuments recovered were
comparatively scanty, and tbo inscriptious imprcesed
upon them could not be deciphered. Now, a connect-
ed bistory can be traced in the sculptured remains, and
the inscriptivns may be followed with the same facility
asthe Greck or any other character. That they may
be read with jramense profit and insiruction is evident,
from the startling facis which they kave hitherto re-
vealed.  Some ofthese factswo venture briefly toplace
before the reader.  Wo hava previously Litted that tho
carliest king of whose reign we have any detailed ac-
count is the builder of tho north-west palace at Nim-
roud, the most ancient cdifico yot bebeld in Assyria—
His records, however, furnish the names of seven, of
his predecessors, some of whom, it is believed, fornded
palaces, aftewards erecled by their successors. Tho
gon of this king, it is eertain, built the centre palace of
Nuoroud, and raised tbe obelisk. now in the British Ma-
scum, upon which the principal events of his reign are
inscribed.  Upon that obelisk 2re names corresponding
to names that are found in the Old Testament. The
fortunate coincidenco furnishbes at once tho means of
fixing specific dates,and cnables Mr., Layard to place
the accession of the Assyrian monarch who bailt the
oldest Nimroud palace at the latter part of tho tenth
century before Clrist. Tho builder of the palace of
Kborsabad is proved to have been the Sargon men-
tioned by Ismiab. The ruins of bis palace supply the
most complete details of his reign ; 2nd from the reign
of Sargon a completa list has been obtained of all the
kings down to the fallof the empire. The son of Sar-
gon was Sennacherib, who ascended the throne in tho
year 708, n.¢c. Weknow from the Bible that Senna-
cherib was succeeded by his son Exarhaddon, and wa
now ascertain from the monuments that ong of the pa-
Jaces at Nimroud was the work of hisrcign. The son
of Esarhaddon built the south-vast palace on the moard
of Nimroud; and, although no part of his history has
teen as yet discovered, there bas been good reason for
concluding bim to bave been a Sardanapalas who, con-
quered (B. €. 608) by the dedesand Babylonians,
under Cyaxares. made ono funcral pile of his palace,
Lis wealth and hic wives.

«While it is certain that there is nomention of Ni-
aevch before the twentieth eentary 1. ¢. Mr. Layard
is still of opinion that tbo city and cmpire exicied
long before that period. Egyplian remaizsfound ot Kar-
nak refer to a country called Assyria, and tho enter-
prising explorer is not withous Iope that further ioves-
tigation will supply bim with still 2oro ancient records
than apy ho now possesses. ‘The monumants of Nine-
veb, as far they go, corroborate all extant history in
deseribing  the monarch as a thorvugh Eastern despot,

tunchecked by popular opinion,and baving ¢omplete
power over the lives and property of his subjects; ra-
ther adored as a god than feared as a man, and yet
himself claiming that anthority and general obedicnce

. ® Concluded fromlast weel.

in virtuo of bis reverenco for the national deities and



