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Frox what a small sourco springing,
The mightiest river tlows,

Tts armson all sides flinging,
Increasing as it goes.

A streamlet from a fountain
May waterall the plain,

As winding down the mountaln.
It stretehes to the maio,

That tree its branches spreading,
So lofty and so wide;
Wheze beasis in shado aro treading,
And birds fn covert hide,
‘Was once, when first transplanted, .
A tiny, branchless shioot ;
Titl heaven §ts influence granted,
Aud rained upon its root.

E'en 50 tho Charch, arising
¢ From Abram’s lowly race, '

Stands, overy eyo surprisiog,

A wouder work of graco.
i A streamn, its waters sending

To frrigato mankind,

A tree Iis boughs extending,
Where all may shelter find.

' And as tho world s growing,
That treo sball onward grow ;
And long as time is flowing,
That strcam shall ccaseless Sow—
Tillin hieaven’s erysal rivor,
And life's fulr tree on bigh,
It spreads itsclf for ever
In vast cternity.
Relinfous FHigcellany.
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THE POWER OF ABSOLUTIUN

QAL AN

Clericus.

To sum up, then, these remarks upon the form of
absolution, which bas been retamed for the spectal
comfortof the sick in special cases. & 15 only inex-
tremo cases that this strong form of absolution is to b
yesorted to at all, as is evideat from the rubrics. The
sick person is not to be woved to make a special con-
fession of bis sins, exeopt ** hefeel biscensciencejtouch-
cd with any weighty matter”™®  And, cven when be
bas o confessed, the sinter’s omn earnest and eXpress-
ed desire for the assurance of aunisterial absolution is
the sole ground upon which a priest i3 warranted in
pronouncing it—* if he humbly and heartily desire it
Noteven then is theminister bound to the use of this
exact form of words, but, “ ifhe be a preacher,” mny
exercise his own discretion in some dearee as to the
best mods of conveying a comforting assurance of for-
giveness tothe penitent but distressed sinner.  Heore
then, there is no authority claimed fur the priest of tho
Clurch of England, but such 2s zvery mimster, asz
minister of the gospel, must somerimes exercise, in
some way or otber, for the comfort of penitent sinners
under a deep eenso of guili.  But, if the sick person
can bo comforted in any other way, or should notre.
quire such strong assurance, this form need not be used,

. agisevident from the 67theanon. For such areason

e e oo

25 there was for itsoccasional usoin the reformation
aze, as Bas been pointed out i the Bishop of St. Asaph's
bistory of the Church of England, s. 407, p. 233, noto
and in Rev. C. Bensons’ discourse on the absolution,
Pp- 50-52, and 174, 175 (viz,asa® declaratory cou-
solation™ to penitent sinaers in sxh a form of words
—_—

3 In archdeacon Coxe's* Notes and Explanations” on
thoofllce for the visitation of the sick. is a goad hint
srainse ** txtorting”™ confessions, if tho sick donot chooso
10 confess of theirown accord (p.24). At pp. 25,28 he

: explains the sbsplution to be declaratory and couditlonal,

as somo peoplo of that period might from their carly l

prejudico bappen enrnestly to desire), docs not now ex-
ist. But cven i need should ovor seem now to require
its uso, it is carafully guarded and limited in ils appli-
cation. For it oxpressly limits and restricts the power
“ to absolve™ (that is * to pronounce remitted”—* to
declaro and pronounce furgiveness to") the cases of "
“ all sinners who truly repent and beliove in” Christ ;
and all such, every protestant will admit, are pardoned,
and therofore may safely be pronounced abrolved ; and
then the act of forgivencss itselflis asiribed to Christ,
and sct forth as a thing to be prayed for. So that
it is not the minister who forgives the person’s sins ; ho
only pronounces them forgiven, upon tho supposition
that the sick sinner truly repontsand unfeignedly be.
lioves the gospel. * I absolve thee from all thy sins;”
that is, ¢ I pronounce thes remitted from™ them—* I
declare and pronounce to theo, truly repenting and
coming unto Him by faith the forgivonessof all thy sins.”
So then it is nothing more than an 1mii.lual appli-
cation of the gencral authority to ** declare and pro-
nounce” to ' God's people, being penitent, the abso-
Jution and remission of their sins.” For a fuller dis-
cussion of the subject the realer must be referred to the
Church of England Magazine, vol. xix. No. 554, p: 323,
and the Christian Observer, May, 1849, p, 322,

Tho Exhortation to the Comwunion. It has been
supposed Ly soms that the Romish practice of “ quri-
cular confession” is sanctioned by these words: © There-
fore, if theve be any of you, who by this means cannot
quiet hisown conscience herein, but reqaireth further
comfort or counsel, let him come to me, orto some
other discrect and learned ministerof God's word, and
apen his gricf; that by the ministry of God's hioly word
he may receive the benefit of absolution together with

1 ghostly councel and advice, to thequieting of bis con-

science, and avoiding all scruple and doubtfulness.”
But here the party is invited to como only if, he can-
not quitt Lis own conscience; and even then for
¢ further comfort or counsel” only. Nor is it to the
¢ priest” but to some * disereet and learned minister of
God’s word” that he is (uot commanded or even
urged, but) invited to come, in ordor that (not by any
¢ authoritative absolution or sentence of the priest or by
¢any liturgical form of absolution, but) ¢ by the ministry
of God’s holy word”—by a clos¢ and individual ap-
plication of gospel truth contained in the Bible, such as
1.chnii 12—to the heart and conscience, by some
discreet and learned minister, he may * reccive the
benebit of absolution” in the comfortable sense and as-
suranco of remission of sins. That this is the true
meaning by the words, and that which was intended
by the compilers, has been proved by Wheatly (c. xi.
s. v, § 6, pp- 437--8), and by Jenner, pp. 15, 16, and
pp- 24.25.¢  See also an able articlo in the Christian
Observer, January, 1851, p. 11, &c., and pp. $5-6,
Indeed tho homily on repentance, pt, 1., pp. 475-181,
expressely condemns the practice (of * auricular con-

fession.
DEACONS.

The Omission of the Absolution in the Daily Ser-
vices by Clergymen in Deacons’ orders. It has been
inferred from this that our absolution is a popish form.
But it isa remarkablo fact that this absolation was not

* In the liturgv-of 1519 the exhortation was tworded
thus,* Let him como to me,or to some otler disereet and
learnod priest. taught in thoe law of Ged, and confess and
open his sin and grief secreily, that he may reesive such
ghostly conneel, advice, and comfort, that his conscienco
1oay be relicved, and.that of us (as of the ministers of God
and of the Church) he may receive comfortand absolu.
tlon,” &c., and there was an admonition not to be offend-
¢d with them that used * the auricular and seeret confessi-
on-to tho pricst” (Keeling, p. 179). Atthe samo timothe
rubrlo, prefixed to tho absclation in tho visitation of the
sick, contalned this ¢lause,” and she samo form of absolu.
tion shall bo used in all private confessions” ( Kecling, p.
319). Tho omission of this clause, and tho alteration of
the cpmmunion to nearly .8 present form at the revision
in 1532, are striking facts, from which both Wheatly and
Jenaee (in the passages referred to above) rightly arguo
that'the meaning hiero assigned to the particnlar clause
which 98 undcr ronsideration, is the true and proper mean.
fng.  Tho 13th canon also uwcs this language;* If any
man confess his seerce and hidden sing to the minister, for
unbardening of his tonscience and to reccive spiritunl con-

derived from any Romwan form, but was composed by
the reformers in 1652,  with tho advico of foreign, and
even Presbyterian Protestants” (Mant's prayer-Book,
P 14). It appears tohave been taken from Calvin,
Pollanus, and “ tho liturgy used by John a Lasco, ono
of tho most influeatial of the foreign reformers in the
Cerman church” (Jenner, pp, 7. 8). And it is no-
thing more than a particular and official form of preach-
ing thogospel. Dut as the deacon does not preach ex
officio, liko the presbyter, but only by virtue of the bislr.
op's Ticense—* of thereto heensed by the bishop” —
the license is withbolden “rom preaching this particular
form asa test of submission, as signiicant mark and
intimation of his subordinate and probationer, who has
not yet purchased to himself the “ goad degree” (1
Tim. iii. 16) of a fully accredited ambassador of Chrust,
and therefore has not yet received full preaching powers
“in the conygregation” While lis pronouncing this
form on his admission to thohigher orderof priesthood,®
at once proves him to bave been duly invested with
full authority as a minister of Christ. Such appears to
bo a simple and satisfactory reason for the omission of
the absolution by the deavons of cur Churchi For,
while a presbyter receives authunty “ to preach the
word of God, and to minister tho holy sacraments,” o
deacon being a probationer, is allowed to preach only
“ if therota liceused by the hishop "4 in the absence
of the priest to baptize infants”—not adults, avd to
“ assist” at the holy communion *in the distribution”
of the same, viz, by delivering thecup (seetheru.
brics). The examivation ofadult candidates for bap-
tism is properly assigned to the more experienced:
minister. '

‘The probation of the diacoaate, before any person
is intrusted with the full authority of a Clristian min-
ister (and consequently before he can hold a benefice), is
a wise and salutary regulation, founded onscripture (sea
1 Tim. iii. 16). Now, if the deacon were permitted to
perform every ministerial act, than there would be no
distinction ; whila on the other hand, if his authority
were too limited, inconvenience would frequently arise
in employing deacons as curates, in which capacity
they are intended to learn the mimsterial duties. Now
the prominent minjsterial acts of a gospel mivister are
the preaching of God's word and the administration of
the sacraments.  And in edch of these sacraments the
deacon’s authority is somewhat limited—just enough tu
prove the probationary nature of their office, and to
render it amomalous toleave them in soleclarge of
apopulous parish, yet not coough to cause any ser-

* In the absolution of tho daily.servico, as also in that
of the communion scrvice. tha priess declares God's pardon
and forgiveness tv all penitent belicvers; " and thercfore,
in makingthis declaration, every minisjer of the Church
ia actualls, and opostolically, binding on carth swhatis
hound in heaven, -and loosing on carth what is-loosed in
heaven” (Dr BI'Netle’s Lectares on the Church, if. pp. 93.
G4). And the fact that descons do not provounce these
forms of absolution untlf they have recoived authority ac-
cording to tho form of ordination which has been before
discnssed in an additional argument in favor of the inter-
pretation of that form which was thére ndvanced, Tlooker
too speaks of * sermons as koys to the kingdom of hea-
ven” (b, v 62251, -

4 The most simplo course for the officiating deacon to
pursuc in the absence of the priess is, perhaps, tomake a
slight pause, aud then to procced at onceto tholord's
priyer  1f any prayer o used in this, pluee, that” which
may be said after any of-the former.” viz, ' O God, whose
nature and property s ever to have merey,” &c. scents the
mast suitable (sco Bishop Mant's prayer of the communa-
tlon gervico,) * The Lord Lless us and keep us,” &c—
seeras omoro sultable substitate for the beaediction—
* The peace of God." &. for the uso of deagons, than * The
grace of our ‘Lord Jesas Christ,” X¢., whichis always usest
in tho course of divino service, and which.ghereforo needs
no: tobe repeated when there Is cholco of avother prayer.
Tlat* the Tord bless us aud Keepus,”.§<., is.8-prayer and
not a benediction, may bo proved by Wheaily’s arguments
on tho piayer. from 2 Cor. xiil. 14.* the graco of our
Lord Jesus Christ,” &, in e, fll. s, xxvh p. 163, al} of which
arc cqually applicableto it, though ho scems to forget
this, and calls it a** dlessing,” idc xiv. p. 4%.- -

$ It may at Hrstsight Scem As-if tho dezeon wers to
preach as well as baptizo only * fn the sbsence of the
‘priest: " bat &s the bishop aftierwards gives lnm authority
to preach the gospel with no otber limstatidée than the
Lishop's Jcehse, it s cicar thnt when sodicensed bo 13 a3
fall Yibcriy to preack as well {o presence as in the absencs

solation and case ofwind from bhim™—not absolntion.

ol the pricst.



