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TIlIE VIIUItVIL

Pitom hhat a smtsource sprlnging.
'Tie mghtlest river lows,

lu nrma ncil ides flnglog,

hstreamlet trua n ana
May war ail tbc plein.

As winding down Iierù oualain.
IL stretchCs ta the main.

That troc lis branches sprcading,
Sa lorry sendlsauo O;

,wtioc boassstun batte am r esdng.
.And bIrdg la cavert ide,

IWat once, isheu frt ransplanted,
A tIa>'. branehlcas shoot ;

Mit i taasen Its Influence gmnied,
And rained upan Its roat.

E'ensa the Charch. nrlslng
* rom Abram's loarI> race.
Standq, over>' 070 anrprising,

A wecoder s-eet< ar grace.
Asireana, itlswatsers seaallng
Te trrlgato mankînti,

g~ roc lis bouihsexteadîng,'
%Vlere ali a>' sllerfiuad.

And as fia araclul lagrealar
Tint trea sbait anward geais,

.cAd long as limne Is floiving,
Tint tîrCia stîilceasolest fIai-

Titlin l bomvn's enystai river.
And lllfc'a fair tUeo un tigt,

19 sprcauls listIffor eor
In aast terlllty. Clericus.

TRE POIVER 0P ABSOLUTION

"'é suin iup, thon, them emanrks upon the form of
absolution, whch bas lboum relained for the special
tonfort of the sckL inspccal ca.-s. -i s only in ex-
tremo clises tiat ibis strong ferri of absa!u:ion is ta ha
Zesort0d taat al, as la ovaulcnt frein tho rubrims The
sick Pertsan is flot te bc movcd ta miakuj a special con-
fcssian of bis siins, ecept Ilhefuel bis ci.ncciencoaouch.
ed -with any %neiglty natter."& And, even vhen lie
bas wa canicssed, thee simer's own carnest and express-
cdl dusire for thre assurance af nutiteral absolution is
the sale grounul upon ivhich n pricst is Tarrmitcd in
pronouncing it-# if bc humbly and lilcartil>' desire it."

Not even then is the initer boundto taheiauseor ibis
exact foras of iords, butII if bhobha apreacher." xnay
exorcise bis owa discretion in somo d",re as ta thre
hast mnode of eanveying' a comfortinq assurance of for-

ngk'ecIothaeiapeuntnbut distrttsed sinucr. Ucre
î.ben, thcre la no autharic t> damufr tepricttaitho
Claurch of England, but sueli as z:, r>' minster, as-a

ininister af the- gospel, must sonct ices cxercise, in
saime Tray or othor, for tha cnfort of penitent sinners
uafluer a deep fcenso of guili. But, if the sick persan
can bc confrted in any ather îvay, or slaoulul notre..
quiro sucb strarug assurance, tliis fort ned flot hbctscd,
as is evident fron tha Gth canon. For such a reea
as there iras for ils occaional tuse in theo reforniation
neo, as lias been pointeti outint the Bisbap of St.Asaph's

]JistOr>' Of the Church of Englaad, e. 407, p. 233, nota
and in tC. C. flensons' dLscourFa an the absolution,
PP. 50-52, and 174, 175 (vir., as a 4 declaratory cou-
&olation" ta penitcnt sttnrs in sutuh a fortn of words

*>~~aredeasîaCoxos -Notes scnd Explanaaîions-' on
'tic oilles for tho visitition or theo tirk.i. s a gzooul hint
ocminsc "txorting" calafes,,%on.% Ille sici, do not choasa10 COnC$30f Iblrown a acord tp.21). At PIp . 24320 l
exillalas the absolution Io bc deiarn:ory and conditîlonsi.

as soa peopleaorithat poriod inigt froin thir cari>'
prejudire happu'n clnnstly Io desiro), dut- inet nawv ex -
ist. But at*cta ii. ncedehoauld o ver sueranonw ta requ ire
its Usa, it la carofaly guarlcd andi linailod in ils$apli
cation. Fur it expressi>' limite tIad rouiricts the oivawr
Ilta absaolve" <liat qIl "ta pronaunea rcmittd"-" ta
uleclaro andi pranounco fuirgiventise t") tiha cases at'
Iai sinnerd wlao trul>' repent andi beliove in" Chriât;

and ail such, ûor>' protestant iill admit, arc pardonci,J
anl tbcrof'oru may saaiely be pronloutce'] absalvedj and 1
then tih e t of' f'rgvoncsq isdf is set r1ue'l ta Chriât,
andi set forth as a tYing tui hc prayati for. Se that
it is flot thoeainiscr isba forgives the person's sine ; ti
oui>' pronounoocs thoin forgiven, upon tisa supposition
that the sick sinnor IraI>' repents andi oofcignoully bu.
licyps the gospel. I absolvu tbea frain ail lily tins Î'
that is," I praoonca thoc rcmitted front" theni-"I
deciaro andi pronounecata theu, trul>' rcpenting andi
coming tinta Uit hy faith tIhe fargivunessof ail thý oins."J
Sa thon it 1: notbing mor titan arl,1u.« 1luai appli-j
cation af the genoral authorty ta Ildeclara anai pro-1
naunca" ta IlGod's people, being penitent, the abso-1
lution and rontission of their sine." For a fuler dis-1
cussion ofithe subjoct the reador must bc refcrr-cilta the
Churchof Englandlagazino, 'voi. xix. Na. 554s ,.p323,
and the Christian Observer, 'May, 1849, p. 322.

The Exhortation ta tise Communion. It has been
supposoti b> soma that thse ITwnish practiceo f Il suri-
cular confession" is sanctionoti by thosa isards: IlThare-
fore, if thera ho any of you, isba by tisis maas cannot
quiet bis awa conscience hertin, but reqairetis furîlier
comfort ar counsel, let i crime taome, or ta saine
oîhcr d:screet. and Iearned minister or Gouls word, andi
open bis grief; thatby thea ministry ar God's boiy isard

lbc may receivo thse benofit af absolution togeilier iti
gisosti>' coumnsel and ativice, ta the quieting ai bis con-
science, andi avoiding- ail scrmple andi douibtfuieiess!'

But boethe par:>' is nv ited taecmae only if, ho cari-
neot quitt bis aira conscience; and cren thon for1
41furtlicr comrort or counsci" only. Nor 13 it ta tho
Ilpries'"but ta sotomaIldisarcot and Ilcarncd nmister of
God'à word" that ho is (net caminanded or ee
urgoul, but) inviteti ta came, in 'order that (net b>' an>'
'auîlîoritaîive absolution or sentence ai the pricat or b>'
'any liturgicai frt i absoltion, but) 1- by the ainstry
ai (lad's loly wrd"-by a elaso andi individual ap.
plication ofigospel trutb containeul in the Bible, sticlà as
1 * alin ii 1 2-ta the beart and conscience, b) stante
disereet anîd Icarned i ninister, ha may -1 reccive the
bencfit of absolution" in uho comfortalble scasa anai as-
surance af remission of sins. Tliat this le dia truc
intaning, by te vortis, and that which iras intendeti
by tise complers, lias been pravodl by Wlueady (c. xi.
s. v., § 6, pp. 437-8), andi by Jeinner, pl). 15, 10, and
pli. 24, 25. Sece tsoaua able article ln tise Christian
Observer, JAnuary, 1851, p. 11, &c., and pp. 35-G,
Indeeti tha homily an repentance, pt, ii., pp. 4 78-481,
cxpressely canticains tha practiceofaIl"auricular con-j

The , Omission ai the Absalution in the Daily Scr-1
vices by Cicegymen in floacon' orders. 1% bas beca
inrurreti fraos ibis that aur absolution is a popisb form.
But itla a rontarkabio fact that ibis absolution iras liot

I9n the liturgv.of 1319 Ibo exthortation aras isorulea
tlis," Le: hlm cama 10mecr ta vaic atier discetand
learned priest. lauglit In tha laus of Gc.d, andl confess and
apen bis Smsinad grief secceiy, tuai lbc ta>'reccilrc soda
gliostly coaurirl, advIcc. anaulcainfort. that bis cotnsciecec

may bce relîceal., andîthnt cf us (as of the nainimira cf God
and af theoChurcfi) hcanay recire comfon aand abeolu-
tien." _&c. , anuithore iras an admonition flat taebc affenal-
ed .%lih tbe hoa lîî scate<1 iaricular andulsecret confessi-
o - tethe pricst?'(Keeling, p. t-.9î. At the sanie tim tlic

rubrio, -prefixeu ta tihe nauluatois ln Ibo 'rsitaonafor
ick, containeal Ibis clausce." andi tesane fr aifabsolu-
tien sbail bce nsed la ail priv-mte confessions" t lclnjg, p.
319J). lho amssian oaibais case. undthe itieaaratlon ar
the cpmrnnioui ta neari>' .s present tortu att toe rcvisuoa
In 1532, Arc strikinjz tacts. trom wh.tct bath Whcatly and t
Jennet (in tire passages referreti ta above) rirlicly argua

tbtstuha aeanItiz litro assîgncdt tusho partiar clauase
wîicli-It nndticr asdera:lan, Is the truc und proper antan-
tng. c 11e'.acanon aisea ibi.s haltignago If any t
mats confess bis secret tantd hlca uns ta the mininster. for 1
utibnrdeiàig oai ia rnsclence anu itarecciro spirituaal con-f
tolallan and case af4lad froin bim"-not aljîOlltoai.t

deriveul front any Roiran forin, huit ras composot b>'
tIhs reformera in 1552, "I vith thea a'vice of fareigan, anti
eran Irvmbytraaýn Prutestants" (111nt'é prayer-Book-.
p. lé). Itaippenastaliava been taken from Calvin,
Pullanus, and ibatheîîurgy useti by John a Lasca, co
ai the nsi ,tinfluential ai tba farcipn reformero in tha
Cerniau obus-ch" (Jenaner, pp, 7. 8). .Anud it is no-
tiîing morae'flan a pixticular andi officiai foraiof precc-
ng the gospel. But as thaeuloacon does fnot preacel ex

officto, likao the preshytor, but only by virtua ailLae bisi,.
*p' I ns-a theretoI :a ed b>' the bLqhop"-

the liccuisa i3witbaluen 'ont prcathing tlîis particular
'ara"s a es ieuaisiî,a sijgnificant mark and
intiation ai bis subardinate andi probationer, isba bas

fiai yet purchasedtiet himslf the I" gocul dcgroa" (1
Tirn. iii. 10) af a fully accredutoti ambassailadr cf Christ,
and therefare lias flot yet recaîved ulli preaebling poisers
"in the congrcgation.Il ile fais prnouaing titis

fort anlis admission ta thse «higlier arderaf prieshood,*
at once praves bainata bave baeea duIy investd witla
full authorily as a minister ai Christ. Sucb appears to
ho a simple andi satisfactory Tiason fôr Ume omission ci
thes absolution b>' the deavons of <'ur Cburcba.t Fer.
ihila a prcsbyter ruccives autlauaicy Il to lprcach te
word of Cati, andtni aîsiister th isa bi>'sacraeniql," a

doacan bing a prahationear, la aîlowcd ta preacla anly
tif' therûto licèaascd b>' the hishop -"t in (lie absence

of thepriest ta baptira htants"--nat adults, aaid ta
Iasslut" t the holy communion Ilin the dLqtrlbition"
af Uhe saine, -vis., hy deliveiiag tae cup (seca ta u

bries). The c.'amination ofadult candidates for bap-
tisan is praperly asine(lte tahtsamorse expoiencro.

ministar.
~The probation af thei diaooaate, before any persoit

is intrusted vith tue fu authori:>' ai a Chistiana tain-
aster (ati cansequently bofone lic car i olu a boefice), is
a aiso anti saluaay regulation, faundeti an scriptîîre (tee
1 Tio. iii. 16). Noir, ithe deacon aere poraaitted ta

porrorm c'rory ministeniai act, than thora voulul ho no
distinction ; ishile on thes ather bandi, if bis autliorlîr
iscrteeaolimiitid, incanvenience -avould frequenti> 'arse
la ernplûying deaoans as comates, inîsbicb capacit>'

tbey ara intenledte t Icaru the uunterial dulies. Nais
Uic promiatent ministerial acts ai a gospel mitaistor are

tho prcaching ai Gad's word andl the aidministration af
thse sacratenîs. And in ec tchaitheea sacraments the
desaon's atîthorit>' ;s someurhat lilmtd-just enongla ltu
prove tisa probtetoaary nature of tiseir affice, anal ta
rentier t amalous ta leave thons in soloe ll'argeoaf
apoptulous parlis, yet fnot enosîglita causa an>' s--

*in the absolution of theadsilyserrfco, as niso in uh3t
cf the catamunalon service. ta priesi ueclar o Wis pardon
andt iorgiveuaess tu nIlpenîitent belicvcrs; "andi thercfore,

Ia înukingthls delaratian, over>'muîisprtera UcClurcta
la actuniia-, and apostolicellîybladlnL, an caria li mmila

hotaad in hocavcn. anni loasinra n carttt arlat 19s looscil la
henvca" (<Pr 1lle's Lectures on teCburoh>ut. pp. 93.
(4-). A4nal the tact thit dearans do not prouanco Iliosa
fartais cf abqoutlan untî l te.- have rccolved authority nec-
cordîng ta thse fraf ordination 'vhicis bas laten belara
dîsensseul in an addlîionuul argument ln fivrrao the Inter-
paretatton of that fortai rlîlcia aas the" lydanccd, Jloolcer
toc sîseaks cf'- sermbons as kboys Ia tboeIingalat of lien-
yen" %ta. r. c.122S. 1).

f The nas-t <aîmpto course for te oMiciatin.- dcacon ta
parsue In Iha absence cf mhe prie; lapenliaps, ta anake là
sliglit pnse-. aul tlaen te procel at ance ta the oir
pi ýyrr If any praver bo nsed lit :his, plttt.that** whth
nia> bc s-id ntler any o a fo frmear."' riz. 'O0Goul, ahose
nature andi pruperty is over tQ liavec mcrcy,"' " . scnîs une
mast tuttaille (sec lilshop TMînts prayen of the comm ana-
tion service.) " The Lard blease us andi kecp us,- &.-
seceus a nacre sultabie substitato for thc bcnedcto-
SThe prtenecfCoai" &c. l'or Via usa afuleapota, than* The

gi-ace of aur'Lord Jesns Christ,' &c-. avbiidls ts ys usOi
In the conrse ir tueuse sevic, ani slei-te cfr et

iea' tobe repeiatcd 's-ln there la chetoan sotber prayer.
That" thotord blase us andi ltep u."c. s.j-prycr sud
net a benuoictîan. xnay bca provcti b>' Wbcauly.1 arguments
cn the proyer, 1'oram 2 Cor. ahIi. 1V'" the gr= o <f aur
Lord Je-iut ChrIst." &c.In la . . axxvi. p. 100>a!Iorfwiict
arc equall>':applicable t .ta lu, 4zala lia ecmas ta foac:
thi.s, anti calis Et a "blevslni-," idc. xlv. p. 40.-

t It any sntlirat ight ji t --Iso detcan avere %0t
preacli as us-cIIas bAptizc onir" la ulia absence or the

,prles,.Il "bat asieau blshop aftcnwards gires ,laitauthorîs>'
10 ptrrclathae gospel arlith neoallier lmnsaiat aan itt

blshap's leche tla htecar aint uslen so-liceuscul hoeas nt
fuil 1 ibèety -ta prcuca ascil in prt:staec as In the absece
iii Ibaprîcît.
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