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OUR MASTER'S SUMMONS.
13Y RIEV. TîIEODORE L. CVYLER.

This is a restless)vorld. Everything ie
iu mnotion. Life je not, a stagnant poo<l;
it is a runuing stream, axîd m-ill grow purer
aud strosîger every hour if it fiows tu-
wards heai'cn. A Christians lifo i5 not a
swin ini a haînmock; it is a steady nsarch,
,%itls brief bivouacs aîîd maîîy a hard bat-
tic. There ie too strong a tenidency to
inake long hialts, to shirk sharp encouinters,
alld to settle downl inito self-indulgent in-
actions. W'e necd continuai stirring upi;
iiid 0 how often ire hecar -the Master's
î)L>reînptory comnsald " Arise, let t(s g
brutce."

When our Lord firet uttered these words
iu the upper rooin at Jerusalcni on the
nighit of the Pasehal Supper, He addressed
the surninons to flinself as well as ta His
dlisciples. lie had jîîst instituted the sac-
rinent, of the Lord's Supper, and pro-
nuuniced that miarveihîce discourse which
filI «s with h eavenly fragrance the four-
teenth chapter of Johni's Gospel. The
tiîne for words was past; the tinse for ac-
tion and sufféringr had coule. '"Bcreafter
1 wrill siot talk inuch with you," Hie says,
"for the Prince of this world coxneth,alid
bîathî sotliing iii Me. As the Father gave
Me coîiinandment, even su 1 do. Arise,
let us go hience." As the man Christ
Jesus, He obeys tIse e'-erlasting Father,
even while Be realizes what fearful agon-
ies that obedience shahl cost Hum. There
is noe drawing back, no evasiuîn of the ter-
rible trial he lias to face. Tliose very dis-
ciples have yet t4) be redcemed by Hlie
precious blouri, and for tise joy set before
Huan, He mnust endure the Cross.

lThe siulons asf the Master to Huiiself
and ta the littlu band iii the ulpor csain-
l'er, i stili souunding as a truipolt-ca i la
inr cars. If wve arc trac discipiles, ire will
liear aid lîocd the suiiiioiis, for the pri-
sîary priiîeiple of g,,eiisiine piety is ube-
dîesice- tu ('hrist. Is the autlsorty of par-
esits thioroughsly avkniovledged iii aIl our
faniilies as it ouglit ta bc, or eveîî as it
used to be I It 13 thse very core of liouse-
liuld life, aind every clîild caisiot leara toi,
sean the difference between " yeu iua.y"
and 1'you 7ia't. " Mucli is esaid iii these
(1irys about -"eleetive studios" in our cul-
lege3 asid universities. Under certain
limitations it is a ir ise arrangement tliat a
collegitis should select tie course of study
wbich shall fit Min best for hie special vo-

cattien. But to the great miass of yotiiig
p>eople, the studies whiclî are isiost essesi-
tial are thiose whsiel authority lirescribes,
inany of whicls they -vould, nover choose
(if thîeir own accord. li CIirist's school
there are ne elective studios. 0cr Master
dues flot givo us the pick and choice, for
ire woold be certain to shsrink tlîe lessns
thbat we need nîost, the lessos tlîat cnt
dowîs our pride-aid initify our lusts aiid
start the teas--yes, and soinethues draw
the heart's blood. " Folloiw Mol" je our
marching order. Tise cardinal rule of ahi
di8cipleshîp ie tu find out, what Christ
wants, and thon do if.

Li a thousand ways Jesus je sayiîîgy to
ce "lArise, aîîd golienice." Christiansfaîl
into bad habits, which are as saisehievoss
to thons as thîey are to tîje ungOdly. Habit
tightens- about. oiie as -tIe poisonous ivy
tightens abouta -tree, until it kilis. ïMany,
a chsîrclîrnseiinber's 2piritual life je imnper-
illed, and hie or ber insfluenîce je dost.royed
fronr this vcry cause. Characterisetainted
as bad liquors taixît a wooden vessel.

Not only froiii cvil habits, but froin
caxîgerous associatioLs in business ansd il,
social life, doos the Master givo the short,
sltairp injunctien to arise and derart.
Vs hen Lot. had becoie so iitiinate ivith
the "firet fansilies," that hie oîsss fainily
was rottodl througb and throughi witb vice,
tlîe order was -"Up, get you out of tlîis
place." No enare le more subtle or sucre
dangerous to a chihd of Ged, tlîan cîîduc
intinsacy Nwith worldliags. Conforinijty iin-
plies resomblace. liolinese je not cois-
tagioce, but sin je as ratching as variohoid.
Chirist draws eharp> uneq, alla consînands
HB disciples te conso oct and be 4cpara tc
humi the world's ethice and the Nvorld*s
siîsful indulgences, If 'a Clr~aîgoos
over the lle to scohd asid taunt tIe votar-
ie of sinful pleasuc, l:e ofroends Ilien to
iso profit; if lie goee in order tu partiel-
pate hoe offende his Miaster. M liere a
Clîristiasi cannust cAriy Christ and a clen
conscience %vith him-wthetlier it be l-,
pohitics, zociety, or ansuseinentc-he bias
îîo riglit to set hie foot. Aid svlos ,Iesus
diÏcoversý Hie professed folloîvers in ssi
corrupting ccnipanionsliips, Hie ]oving re-
bulze is " Arise, lot us go hence."

Thiese words are als( a trciiipct-call to
a higher axsd holiorstyle of cliarcter ziad
cunduer. %Ve aIl haRve a ead teisdency tu
lower the standard of life, aiîd the-s drop
duiçn ta tlîat standard. Wlîess a regiment
ivere griving ivay bcforc flic cuici.sy, thie


