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we have seen, not insnperable, thanks to the cnergy
and skill brought to bear. But there yet remains
much to be accomplished cre a start is made in actual
profiable working. That end which means so much
not only to Cariboo hut to other sections of the Prov-
ince where similar conditions obtain, now, however,
seems to be within measurcable distance of consum-
mation. .
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The report of the investigations in the Nicola dis-
trict of Dr. Ellis, of the C'un(h:m Geological Survey
Department will be awaited with much interest, for
it is believed that this seetion of country will, once it
is readered more accessible by the extension of the
railway svstem thither, contribute very considerably to
the productive wealth of the Province. not only in
respect to a large output of copper and gold, but of
coal also. Dr, Ellis, however, we understand, pro-
poses to confine himself exclusively to the study of
coal resources of the district with a view to ascer-
taining the width of the scams, extent of the meas-
ures and quality of the coal. Tt is needless to say that
when conditions permit of the operation of the Si-
milkameen and Nicola copper-gold mines, the exist-
ence of a good coking coal in the immediate vicinity
will assist materially in the cheapening of smelting
costs; and it is to be hoped thercfore that Dr. Ellis will
be sufficiently satisfied with the results of his investi-
gations to report favourably in this regard.
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Residents in the Omineea  district complain, not
without reason, of the inadequacy of the mail service
provided for that territory. Thus the present mail
contract only affords six mails to Fazelton in the year;
two of which deliveries are brought in overland dur-
ing the winter and limited cach to fifty pounds weight
of letters, A correspondent writing to the Coloms!
on this point remarks that as a rc<ult of this arrange-
ment the first steamer delivery this spring amountcd
to ninteen hundred pounds of mail matter, represent-
ing chicefly letters that had been delaved six months
in transit.  \What is therefore required is a fu)l month-
1 service. necessitating an increase in the present
Government appropriation for the service.

All Omineca points within a radius of two hundred
miles are dependent upon Hazclton for their mail
distribution, and include the mining camps of Man-
son, Germanson, Vital and Tom's Creck: the Telkna
coal and quartz mining camps, and the Bulkley and
Kispiax Valley settlements,
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A fmancial writer in the London Mining Journal
suggrests that some attempt is likely to be made to
wilize the misfortuncs of the Le Roi Company in
order to oust the present hoard and warns sharchold-
crs against p'lrticip'uinq in any action of the kind an
the grounds that there is nothmn' Lo be gained by a
ch'mfvc the honesty of the present hnard being above
suspicion. Cela va sans dire. In only one direction
might a change. we respectfuily sumbit, be advantage-
ouql,\' made. Tt is a well known that the present
chairman, Sir Menry Tyler, is a very old man, of

necarer cighty than seventy-five vears of age. In view
of this and the fact that there are younger men avail-
able on the directorate possessing undoubted business
capacity and standing, and in case of one at any rate,
special knowledge in respect to mining con(htmns in
British Qolumhm, it might be to the company’s inter-
est upon Sir Henry Tyler's resignation at the close of
his term of office, to elect in  his stead Mr. G, S,
Waterlow, who has already done much in the inter-
ests of legitimate mining.in this country and has him-
self invested heavily in Kootenay mines.
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The consolidation of interests in the Boundary dis-
trict by the organization of the ncw Montreal &
Boston Company now appears to have been
finally arranged, a first cash payment having been
made towards the purchase of the Dominion Copper
Company’s property while the Athelstane and Jackpot
claims have also been acquired by the concern.  As
we stated last month, the company starts more or less
severely handicapped on account of an unduly large
capitalization, considering the present known value
of the properties seccured. Tt is quite possible, how-
ever, that this objection may not appear so formid-
able should the development operations, which we
understand are to be extensively carried out at the
mines, result satisfactorily. Although we were un-
able to endorse the promotion as promising well from
the investor’s standpoint, vet since the cousolidation
is cffected and actual work has commenced, we sin-
cerely trust the undertaking will be successful. and
that the company has a long and prosperous carcer
before it.

The winding-up of the \orth Star Mining Com-
pany is a matter of very considerable regret. for there
arc relatively few instances in British Columbm where
mining operations have been carried on upon equally
sound business principles. In consequence so long
as there was ore to be mined, the North Star paid
very handsome profits, the large sum of $312.000
having been distributed in dwndcnds since the com-
pany conmmenced operations.  IFor the past two years
or more, however, the attempt to discover fresh ore-
bodies, though scientifically pursued. has uunfor-
tunately not proved succesful, and upon the recom-
mendation of Mr. S. S, Fowler, the cminent consult-
ing cngincer, who recently made an exhaustive ex-
amination, the directors have been compelled to ad-
vise the abandonment of further effort in this direc-
tion, and at a subsequent extraordinary meeting of
sharcholders a motion authorising the voluntary hqm-
dation of the company was ~1grcc(l to. DBy this plan
sharcholders will receive a final dividend of approxi-
mately fifteen per cent. or perhaps more, from a dis-
tribution of a substantial cash balance and the pro-
ceeds from the sale of realisable property. Meamvhile
an interim dividend of 7 cents per share has been
declared.
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The Slocan Drill instances a rather curious point
in conncction with the crO\\'11~"r'1nt11m of mineral
claims. Thus the owners of a four~scvcnth interest




