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Asbestos in Canada.
-Arong the rich nataral resoarces rf Canada,

aaya the Toronto Empire, iLs inerai wveaith is
sUch as to Place iL fn the first rank. Notably
fa this. the case wfth regard to asbestos, that
strantge minerai fibre gifted with Lime property
of resisting heat. Canada shared witm Itary
the advantage of tîmeir being the two countries
that supply the world wvith this rock cotton
witls ira marvelloas and useful properties. The
magnitude and value o! tild output nmay be
realized froma the fact that tîme comparatively
few Canadian mines now worked yieid 4,000
tons yearly, %mîd much o! it fa worth $80, $100,
or even $120 a ton. Ytt the intes are very
far front being fully developed, and the output
could bc very largeiy increased wvith the con-
stantly f ncreasing demanda as new uis" are
discovered or the old ones better appreciatcd.
The locality in which the abestos occurs fa
restricted. IL is found fa veins fa the ser-J
pentine of the pre-Cambrian formation, theo
Ilaltered Quacbec group," by Sir Williamn Logan.
Ali the minies at present worked are situatcd fa
the iwo covnties o! Mcgantic and Beauce in tho
province cf Quebec, though veina arc known to
exiat in other coanties of the saine province,
and discoveries niay not improbably be mnade in
parts of New Brunswick, whec there fa the
saine geologital formation. Be-des heing very
productive thesce veina contaimi ashestos which
is nlot excelled for pari ty and qaality by any in
the worid. Maich of it whcn crushcd out is a
pîure white, flexible, silky fibre, well fitted te
Ene spun and wovo for the moat delicate fibres
for which it is used. f.Arge worka iii England

and the United Statos are supplied froin thms
Cauadian mines. The uses te wvhich asbestes
ia put arc almnost endless, whenever a flexible
material is needed that wfill resist flarne
or acida, act as a non-conductor, or can be
purified by heat. Pcrhaps it fa moat largely
used either in its textile formn or fn that of a
ccrnent formcd frontî the coarser kinds, as a
covering for boilers, etearn pipes, etc. The
loose fibre is cmploycdl as pa*king for pistons
and steaisi joints, te close the breauh, o! hecavy
guns, for filtering, and as lint for woiudcl, in
theso uses bleing at once cleansed by heat
Spun and woven it formas aninflammnable tbeatre
curtaf ns, fire balîcons, firernan'a clothing, reos
for lwt places, and a variety of other objecta.
Ptilpeci it becornes paper and board, front the
imperfahable page of a register, tbrough the
gradations of lining and sheathing niaterial,
to the atout shelvfng o! a costly librzry. And
aô a cernent it is sesd for many purposes where
a non condacter of licat or protection against
tire is required. These arc only a few çut of
innarnerable applications that are befng con-
stantly inventcd.-Commercial Bulletin.

Christmlas Novolties.
Probably the most difflenit, kind of stock

which a mct-chant cau undertake te lay fn Ms
that classed as noveltiez He fs.perplexed to
know what to bay and 1mw to buy it, And
whcn the fact fs taken into consideration that
there arc numbers ot merchantli who, notwith-
standing rcpeated efforts to atriko th5 IIhappy
mediuam," are front ycar te year carryiug over
novelties purchased for a certain seaaon's t:ae

it fa îlot at ail surprfaing that the laying in of
a stock o! novelties, especially for the Cbriato
maste trade, should s puzzle the merchant's
brai n.

To devise a code of r.ules for the governiment
of ail mnrchanta under different circanistance,
when purcmasing their niovelties, f t, impossible,
bunt, just as the physician givca hie patients
niedicine to assist nature fn effecting a cure, we
may bc able to assist in making the dealcr'a
course clcarer, or to set his owvn faculties at
a'nrk te devise inethods that may prove a enfer
policy.

Fjrst, it i.s necessary for the merchant te
determine what will best sui t hfs t.radc-tîe
tastes and peculiarities of his custoîncrs; next,
te select snte reputable wholcsalc firmn with
wlîich to deal ; and then cornes the moat diffi.
cuit part of the programme, namely, tsi (le.
termine just how much te buy; but by kceping
Lte fact steadily fa view that Ilit fa better te
huy too little than ton much, and far bettcr to
go twico for the load thita to overload once,"
tme danger of firsding Loo large a stock on hand
when the Christmnas season fa over will bc con-
sidcrably leszened.-Tle Mfercha nt.

TuE amoker who has nlot yet tricd the
"lMyrtle Navy" tobacco -has ncw pleasares be-
fore him in the use of "tho %wecd." An invezt-
ment of twcuty.fivo cents will frsrnisb hitn with
tho menus of giving iLa fair test. Let us adviso
hiin to mako the experiment, he 'wi.l1 fand tht
tobacco to lie ail that iLs thousansîd of friends
clain'n for iL, and they are far -rom stingy in
tlîcir praise.


