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MANITOUAS MENNOHITE POPIJLATIOM.
Many people in Manitoba have ait iena

tho Mentnonite setlLers aire net a desirable
acquisition to the population of the couix-
try, and net unfrcquently remaries of a
dîsparaging nature wilI ho beard regard-
ing these people. These reniarks arc
baed on the baude that they are a penu.
riens and non-progressive people, whlo
refuse to becoîne Canadianized, but per.
sist in perpetuatin- thecir peculiar OId
World custoins hero, and wvho subsist on
the barest necéssities of life. Truc the
Mennonites have saine peculiarities-, which
tend to make. themn a distinctive people,
but sonne of these peculiaritica could be
copied by the Englishi speaking residents
to the «eneral advantagre of the countr.

One peculiarity of the Mennonites is,
that as a clasa thoy are remarkably hou.
e.st. This is net te ha takui as mneaning
that othei residents are notoriously dis-
lionast ;. but it is the general testimony of
business men having dealings with these
people, that they are far more reliable
than other residents. 0f course there are
a few black sheep amiong thora, but the
number is surprisingly small. The %vord
of a Mennonite can ftenerally bie accepted
Nvith the utmaost confidence, and tbey are
a safe people te credit in trade transac-
tions. A niember of a firmn in Manitoba
whicb dues a large trade with the Manne-
niites, says that they have lest more front
tcusting En-lish ýspeaking people than
from the Mennonites, though only about
ene per cent, of their trade is -%vith per-
sons other than Meninonites.

.Another paculiarity with the Menue-
nites is, that thay invariably soli the.ir
grain early in the fail, as soon as they
cati got it thresbied, and nt once pay off
their debits. A Mannoniite's love of
,money piaver prevents hilm freont paying
'bis debts as soon as ho gets the money ;
and ha always pays cash for his pur chases
when ho lias the ruoney. Re does not
,hold bis grain for higher prices, and -corn-
palthe nierchant to wait an unreasonable
'time. for money which the latter may be
vary much in nead of. Re does not in-
vest bis money with the object of making
a profit upon it, as soune English speaking
farmers-are known te do, while acceunits
wvitlu the merchaut are allowad to run for

bis debts, wvhen lie gots the rnoney. Many
people wiII run an account witli a nmer-
chanît for a length of tinte, and wbieil tbecy
gi-t rnoney, wviII go te a competitor aîîd
buy fur cash, allowing Uic acecoutit te
stand. Thtis is. a distbenorable customi
wvhich the Mennonite is'îîot guilty of.

The Mennonite lias a paculiarity of
endeavouring te trent ail bis creditors
alike. If lie bas $100, and owes $200 eo
several different persons, lie .wiIl givo eacii
creditor his juat' portion of whiat he lia.
He Nvill net pay the $100 te say anî impie.
ment agent wlio would charge humi in-
tercst, and "stand offt" tho mercliant, whô
would not ba se liable to add interast te
tic bill.

he Mennonite is a close buyer, and lic
always wants the bcst price geing fer
what ha bas te salI, hence he is soinatimes
said to ba mean or stingy ; but hae is only
doing wvhat lie lias a perfect righît te do.
Buying close and selling te the best ad.-
vantage is the great secret of success iu
the lives of nîany great marchants, the
--vorId over. Besicles, the Mennonite la
largely a cash buyer, and ho is therefore
tho more justified iii endaavorinig te buy
close. Ha dees net put his miouey eut at
intarest, and axpect te buy on credit with-
eut paying intarest.

In the early days e! the Mennouite set-
tiements in Manitoba, a -Cod many
'<sharp trieku," wvere playad upon tiiese
people, by unprinciplei. person '. Thcy
were heuicat thainsalves and imagined
oChers te ha tlîe saine, bence tlîey were
easy victinis te the cupidity of etiiers.
Thay wera unacquainted wvith the custonis
and requirements of the country, arid
wera led into purcbasiug, artiiles in farni
implements, animais, etc., which ware of
littie use te thent. TIhey knew -aothing,
about legal procedure in this country, and
fraquently hadl their effects eeized on ar-
count of disreg,,ard.oT]egal papers servedl
upon them. Th 'is bas led thenu te hae care-
fui in transactiug business witb strangers,
alnîost tà tha extent of suspiciousness, but
for tÉis.they are net mrucÙ te blame.

The -idea that thtt Mennonitçs are a non-
progressive people, and datemmined te ro-
main just as they wvere wvheà tbey first
came te M!anitoba,. is a very ,nreat mis-
take. A visit te the Meneuita settle-
mente wviI1 show that quite the opposite ia
the cs,. They are acononîical in their
habits, antivery wisely they chose te livo
frugally duriug -the earîy yearà of their
settiement'. inuthe country. Thay were

ycais. The fi-at tlîing ha des la te pay 1- starting anew in.11fe,. net knowing what

wvas before theni, and it was necosary for
thanu te ba careful about their expeadi-
turcs. But uow that tlîey have learneti
the mode of successful agriculture ini this
country, aîid have becomie estahlishecl.and
are getting alhead, they are cemunéneing
to r-puid titeir inoncy quite freely, net only
for the necessities of li!e, but for 'semti
tlîings thiat nîay bie temmned luxuric3.L If
ail aur imumigranits would )ive frugally
ujîtil tlîey are in a position te launch eut
a little, failures wvould be few indeed.
The 'Meinonites have lad sËlendid âups
for tlîree ycars in succession, and the re-
suit is readily neticeable. They have
nmade money, and tlîey are spendiiig it in
a way te botter their condition. New
framo lieuses are rapidly taking the place
o! their original habitations, with thatcheti
roofs, and it la saiti by au authority that
next seasen a great deal e! building wiii
be dette in the Mennonite settcmnonts.
Tiîey are alan investing freely in better
Iîousehold effects.

Already the influience of Canadian eue-
teins is teîling upon theminl their mode
o! living. he systaîn of living tegether
in villages ip uow breaking up, and now
oudy a few fîtmilies ara loft ia seuta of
tieir largest villages. One by ene tîîay
are dropping eut, and going eut te livo
separateîy, aacb on bis own fam. 'Thay
are aise coniuuenciug te take an intoreat
in politics. At the laut provincial elac-
tions, 170 votes were cat on the Mennon-
ite roserve, wvhich was a larger number
thtan was given in ail Vrevieus olectiens.
In oe direction, however, there is gr'eat
negleot, and that is la the important mat-
ter of education. Many of the sebools are
o! a v'ery inferior oharacter, and it ie said
the rising generation wiil net be as weil
cared for in the maLter o! education as the
parents hava beau. Religicus sentiment
js at the bottoni of the trouble. A nure-
ber of the Mennonites, aspecialiy saveral
of the leaders in matters of religien, are
strongly opposeti te the introduction o!
the public school systenu, and te a more
liboral course ei e'ucation, on the ground
that it will inilitate te the'iisadvantage of
.the Menonite forai ef religinu. Thi8 is
a maLter vary greatly te be regratted, andi
eue wbicb is worthy of special investiga-
tion by the goveriment.

Altogether, howcver, the Manitoba
Mennonites bave mande great adrvance.
ment since ceîning te the province, -and
that advancemeut bas been especialîy
niarked .durinZ the lIst t wqyearÉ., Thgy
bave shown thamselves io be alj: hoeeat


