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TTHE SPTR AND THE SPEAR.
As doubtless mnny of tho subscribers to tho

VOLUNTRER REvIgw bhavo partieipated ina v Plg

Sticklng” excursion tn Indla,the following verses
may perhaps bo Xamiling =

A bumper to spur ad to spear,
A bumper to challenge n song,

A bumper to those, who whera’ro the 130ag goes,
Come spurring nud dashing nléng.

ClI0R0US.

Then hurrah for the spur and the spear,
Hurmbh fora jolly good song,
And harrah for all” those, who, where're tho
hoar goes
Como spurring and dashivg along.

Thero ara some always in the right place,
There are some who but toddie and trot,
Therearo some who delight overy danger tadare,
And many, 1'11 swear, wwho do not.

Then burrab, &c.

I3 good to he steady and cool,
I3 better to duro than to doubt,

15 best to keep clearof the mutls in the rear,
And bo rather thrown in thay thrown out.

Then hurrah, se.

1lere’s it cheer for the charms of the clizse,
Here’s o cheer for &t glorfous harst,
And who would rot cheer, when the brave win
the spear—
For the bravest are overthe first.

Then burrah, e,
1Yere's a sizh for the kportsman afar,

f1ere’s a welcome 1o those that ave here,
And a welcome to these, who, where'se the boar

£0CS
Are friends of the spur and the spear.,

Then hurrah for the spor and ¢! ¢ spear,
Hurral that I'vo finishied my song;
And hureah for ol those, who, where're the
. bonr gees,
come spurring and dashing atoug,

R. L.
Montregad, 19th January, 1870,

The 01d Yanguard.

1t is a remrrkable and unpleasant fact
that two of the finest, or at lenst of the most
expensive, ships of the new construction
have bcen named 1 commemorntion of
Nelson's services, and both are at the bot.
tom of thesea. In 1797 the broad pennant
of Commodore Nelson was carried by the
74-gun ship Ceptain, which kelonged to the
fleet commanded by Sir John Jervis., At
that timo both Spain and Holland were in
alliance with France agaiost us, and a com
bLination of the French and Spanish {leots
bad driven tho Briuish flag from the Nedi-
terranean. At the close of fhe year 1795
Sir John Jervis was at anchor in the Tagus
and tho grand fleet of Spain lay in Cartha-
gena. Early in the next year this fleet
passed Gibralier, autending firat to visit Ca.
diz, and, if not nterrupted, 1o sail thence
to Brest, join the Lrench fleet and proceed
with it 10 Holizad, and then the com
bined flaets of thoe thrce Powers were
to invade England. On the 1Hh
Februoary, 1797, Sir John Jervis fell 1 with
the Spanish Beet off Cape St. \incent, and
geined a wictory which frusteated this com-
Dination and carncd for bimse!f himself a
peerage. The port taken by Nelson in-this
battle first indicaled s great capacity to
the nation, und it 80 happened that tivo
Spanish line of battlesbips surrendered to
tize Captain, although thoy were reduced to
suhmiesion partly by the firo of other
ships. The British fieet had buen in hine on
the starboard tack, snd the Caplain
wns tho last ship but two. The Span
1eh fleet was in two divisions, avdthe
British  fleet pasied  betsveen  them.
The main division was runping past the
Briush flcot, nud ziming to cross its rear
and join the ships which had been temipor-
arily cutoff. Instead -of following the lead-
ing ships of tho British line, and tacking in

succossion, Cammodora Nelson gavo the
order to woar the Captain, and thus brought
hier into closo action. It has been disputed
whether tlls was done in obedience to any
signal from the Aduwciral, or by divination
of this wish. The olfect was to gain for
tho Captain the principal part in an impor-
tant viotory. After about lwo hours of
close action the ghip had become s0 damag:
ed as to bucome unmansagesble, and the
only courio opon to ber wes to board the
Spanish ehip Sun Nicolas, which.was near:
est to her, A soldier of tha 69th Regiment
broke tha upper quarter gallery window of
tho Spanish ship,” and Nelson and others
juwpedinto her eabin. He pushed thence
to the quarter deck, whero ho found his
first lieutenant in possession and tho Span®
ish cusign hauling down, At this moment
n fire of mushetry opened from a second
Spanish ship, which was fout of the first.and
Nelson called on his peopls to follow bhim in
boarding her, and was- helped by them into
ber mninchmns, A Spanish oflicer said that
they surrendered, and Nelson made his wway
to the quarter deck. and there received the
swords of the Spapiards, which, he says, I
gave to Willimmn Fearney, one »f my barge-
men. who put them with the greutest sang
Jroid under his arm.” Tha Saa Nicolas was of
equal force withr the Captain, and the Szn
Josef was n first ralo ship of 112 guns. In
memory of that day, tho name of Nelson's
sbip was given to that splendid exemphiti

cation of the turret principio which now
lies many fathoms deep 1o the Bay of Bis-
oav.

Later in the same year Nolson fajled in an
attack on Teneriffe, and lost his arm,  Have
ing recruited his health in England, ho was
sent out mext year in the Vanguard of 74
guns te rejoin Barl St. Vincent off Cadiz,
and wasimnmediately detached under orders
from homeo to the Mediterranean to ascer:
{uin the object of the rumoured propara-
tions at Toulon, Tho flecet nnd transports
carrying Bonsparte and an army to Egypt
eatled from that port on the 19th May, 1798,
and on thoZnd July the French took pos-
session of Alexandiir. The chief part of
Nelson'’s fleet could not be detached from
off Cadiz until tbe 24th Aay, eo that the
French had 2 good start of their pursuers.
Nelsop tracked them to Multa, but they
had taken the island, left a garricon and
quitted it before he arrived, and he could

only guess that they had gone to Egypt.
o wmnissed them on this which really was
their road, aud armived at Alexsudrie on!
June 25th to find the barbour empty and
the Turkiash Governor disposed to regard‘
bim equaliy with the French as an encmy.
he deparied as quickly ashe came, avd the
French arrived threodays afterwards. Nel
son returned to Syracuse, aund thers ob-
tatned not ooly provisions and swater, bud
certain intelligence that the Freuch were
gone to Egypt, His fleet agrin set sail, and
a fresh breeze astern and a beavy following
sea drovo them rapidly towards tho goal of
their bopes. Oa August 1 Alexandra was
sighted, and thoe port was seen to be full of
Freoch ships Lut there were few wentof
war among them. Soon, however, one of
Nelson’s look out ships signalled to him
that'a flect of lino of battle ships lay at
anchor in Aboukir Bay. This sigoal was
mado a littlo Lefore I p.m., and by 3 p.m.
Nelson, had determined to attack shat
night, and wade tho sigaal to preparo for
battle. At 4p. ., he made the sigaal to
prepare to ancher by the stern. The
French fleet was unchorad in = line
which may be roughly daoscribed as

wards tho soulb-east. The wind w:q
north north-west. The British flcot, steering
tothe enstward, wasat 5.30 p.m. newrly
abrenst of the extremity of the shoal, Sy
nal wag now mede to formin hne aheag
aod astern of tho Admiral as most cay.
venient from the pcsition of tho ships,
About this time Nelson hailed the % aloys
to koow if Captain Llood thought theships
were far enough to the eastward to ho begy
up.  Captain Hood roplied that the Zaalouy
was then in eleven fathoms, and he bad no
chart of the bay ; but he would bear up ang
by sounding carefully carry the Adwmira) qy
closa to the shoal a8 could be done with the
wind on the Jarboard quarter, boco awgy,
and rounding the shoal brought the wind
on her starboard beam, This tainute de,
cription is necesSury to convey = just idea
of the seamanship displayed.

The Goliath, which was the leading ship,
had probably not rounded tba shoal so
closely. Then camo the Zsalous, aud when
liz wag formed the Vanguurd, bearing
Néson's flag,.was the 6fth ship. This ling
consisted of only cleven ships, for Nelsen
hawing no Jowkout frigates, was cbliged 1o
spread his fleet in croising, and thus three
ships were ut some distance when the ba:
tle began., Jfthero had been less perfect
coniidence between the Admiral and the
captains of his fleet, the attack would have
heen deferred to daylight, and iu tho night
tho French would, if-possible, have escaped
The rapidity and pracision with which the
elevon ships formed the line elicited tho
admiration of the French, and more so on
account of the * p.élemtle way in which the
sbips had approached. At about 6.20 p.
. the leadiug ships of the French lue
opened firo on the Golinth and Zeslous,
Theso two ships successively crossed the
head of the French line between it and tha
island, and, raking the leading sbigps,
anchored insido them, A Uroadside from
the Zealons at musket shot distance brought
down tuo foremast of one of the Fronch
ships just as tho sun was sinking in the

horizon.  No British ship excopt these two

had as yet fired & shot, and this auspicious
commencement of the attack was greeted
with three choers by the nhole fleet. Nei~
son had resolved to complete the capture
or destruction of the Federal van ships ere
he made apy serious attempts on the chips
in tho rear, being awave that theso, from
their leeward position, would bo uuablo to
afford any immediato support to the former.
As the lirs! step in tho execution of this
plan, the Vanguard edged away towards the
ohter side of the French line, exposed,
passing, to & raking fire {rom the vag, and
a1 6.40 p.m. nnchored within eighty yords
of the starboard beam of tho thud stup of
tho French li 2. Other British ships follow
cd the Vanguard, and Nelson’s plan was
carried out with wonderful accurscy, cea.
sidering that his ships had no steam 1o
help them to their stations. Yhe five lead-
ing Freoch ships had eight close asmilants,
but the twe next skips of the British fect
ench undertook, single-handed, an antagon:
ist too stroog for her. It happened, too,
that the Bellerophon dropped her stern
anchor 80 33 10 bring up nbreast instead of
oo tho bow of the fino Fronch thres decker
L'Orient. Tho Mujestic alyo brought wp
abreast, and within musket-shot, ofa powerr
ful opponent, und soon lost her captain,
who fell in thoarmos of victory, as appears
in tho moaument in St. Paul's. Yo, bys
combination of good judgment sod{ortluns
some of the British ships were so placed:
as almost to destroy thelr enomics wilh
only moderato loss to themeolves. Thns.

extending f{rom northwest from the
shoal surrounding Aboukir island to-

the Zaalous, on the inuer or Jarbossd bowof



