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REPORT OF THE ARIVILLERY OF THE
PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.

R

Crraprn. Quenc,
31st Decemter, 1-74.

Sir,—~T have the honer. in rubmitting my
annusl report, regpectinlly to inform you
that I have little to add to the remarks and
recommendatiors made in my reporis for
the.last two vears, except that the enro
mates of the Citadel of Quelec are, as you
are no doubt aware, being placed in a state
of thorough repair as well as those at Point
Levis. :

T beg to eubmit a copy of may Jast year's
report on armament () which was not pub.
lished; only adding to it the recammenda
tion that the 9 pounder muzzle loadin rifle
gun of 6 cwt. might, advantageously, Lesub

‘mtituted for the 9 pounder guu of 8 cwt, for
Field Artillery. ’

I wish eapecially to draw your sitention
to the difficultics that teset a very excellent
battery of respectable, intelligent and phv-
sically fine men, under comiasnd of Major
Slous (1st cluss certificate B’ Battery Gun-
nery School), at Gaw}é, The commanding
oft.cer and 12 non commissicned oflicers ob-
tained permission to j.in the Quebec Gun-
nery School lsst winter, After making ar-
rangements for that olject, the commanding
officer and three non comaissioned oflicers
only were permitted to join. The others hav
ing given up their winter employment, com

plained to me, through their commanding|

officer, that they hai euffered seriously in
consequence,

The battery is, further. much discour:ge?
in consequence of not been supplied with
guns with which, to mv kpowledge, they
were informed they would be supplied two
years ago. The expcnse I represented would
be very little, if sny, a8 there are plenty of
24 pounder smooth bore guns and carviages
to spare atQuebec, which with a few rounds of
ammunition for practice, the Soperinteud-
ent of the Marine and Fishery Department
offered to s. nd down, without cost if-vuthor-
fzed. .

A large proporticn of the uniforms served
out to this corps are too small for the men,
who sre very wmuch above the averageio
physique. . .

[ need not remark upon the advantage of
havivg an armament, of even smoath bore
guns at Gaspé !larbor, that would cost no~
thing and not deteriorate, the drills and ex-
ercises being the same as for the 64 32
pounder converted Palliser rifled guns, for
which these smooth bore guna could besub-
sequently exchanged if thought advisable,
the iron carriages being suitable for either
nature and not detertorating frown exposure
to weather &c, as before stated.

The same remarks vs to armamentapply to;
the excellently truined aitillery detachment
at Grosse Isle Quarantine Station, under the
commsnd of Capiein F. Montizambert. (Ist
class certificate B Battery Guannery
School.) They hive only two 12 pounder
smooth bore guns and ene guserviceahle 18
pounder, while the battery under dMujor
Drumm, at St. Johns, P:ovince of Quebec—
& point of importance, commanding the

Richelieu River, at the juncticn ot three

railroads—-h=s only one gun. fﬁéﬂ?}’f;lh@
above guusare sighted.  All thepe ciips 6!

s ut (o be found in any Cis-Atlantic Navy. a

f: few |2 ton muzzle loading rifla guos would

fered to (hrow up batteries and meEpl gitns : be required, ove on the King’s Cavalier

if supplied from those in stare st Quebec
snd Montreal. :

[Terewith enclosed : -
Tatular return of iBepection on the fpim
snpplien;(sp.,{os;a? *hich | r{‘w ou
will observe, aixitk 14 fop, Adi ‘ersf!ﬁor
Engineer corgs. — L..ll.00 20
(B") Repoart submitted by officers com -
manding Shefford Fietd B ttery. - -~
(C.) Report of cflicer commandiqﬁg
Engineer Compavry, Montreal, B

T. B. &rraxge Lt."Col
Inspector of Aitillery,

Province of Quelse.

R

No. 1,,

(A)
Armeament.

In view of the 1epeal of the Cunad. De-
fence Act by the lmperinl Government, at
the request of the Dominion, it is.. I pre-
sume, futile to consider the nature of the
1iflsd symarsent for Quebec proposed as a
gift fiom the Imperial Government, or to
speculate on the possibility of the Act beinyg
repealed: It only remaing ta considér the
lowest cost of an eflicient srmament, vide
luat vear's (1872) Militia Report, page xxix.

“’I'he henviest gans mounted on the it~
adel at Quebec are four T inch Lreech load -
ing rifle guns on the salients, there sre five
more with carriages and platforins, and 200
rounds per gun in charge of the storekeeper
at Quebec; and one dismounted wheve the
platform was left incomplete by the foyal
Engineere, by whom the racers were laid in
the salient ol biarrack bastion, which com
mands Dorchester Bridge head and a wide
sweep of country. The trifling expense of
filling in concrele alone remains to be au-
thorized. )

Two of these guns having been. sent to
Kingston, 1 would recommend that the re-
maining three shoold ‘be mounted, one on
the salient of exch front at Point Levis
where no guns as heavy could be brought
against them over land.

The important foriress ot Quebee could
be re-armed at a comparatively trifling cost,
by selling the greater proportion of obsolete
smooth bore guns for old iren, nnd snbsii-
tuting the Palliserconverted 64 31 pounder
muzzle lowding rifle guns.  The old cast iron
carriages, platforms, side arms, siores, shot,
shell snd wmmaunition could still be used
with these guns, which retain their 32
pounder calibre and exterior form. Such
an armament, simple, serviceable, incapable
of injury by rough Landling or climate, re-
quiring no complicated dnll, would fultil all
requirements, and if well posted, prevent or
render it entirely hozwdous foruny enemy
o attempt est blishing batteries on the land
and St, Charles River front.

The Luilding of a graving dock at Quebec
which would, I prcsume; be availalle for the

loyal Navy, point wsiove closely than [ can
do to the necessity of protecting such an
establishment from the fortress 1hat comn-
mands it. The tise and fall of tide in St,
Charles River would be an advantage, giving
awetand dry dock at will, while the ex-
change of the 24 pouuder %n obth bore on
the lower lines for 64-32 Palliser, a8 propos

ed, would give complete defensive com.
mand.

‘T'he latter river could nol be entered by
iron cluds except at n few bours a't high tides,
when they would run the ri-k of being left
in the mud.

To cope with heavy iron clads on the S,
Lawrence, such ag aye not, hoswever, at pre.

i would give an all round fire with a perfect
'commantover the deck of any vessel. In

tdectd a 61 32 pounder shell striking the deck
; would, trom the Cisadel, be quite capable of
i knocking'the Lottom out of any ir*;cl?id,
' de Lho@e of course, unarmed helow; water,

to say RHthing of the effects of a bligsting
shell between decks. o

A few rifled guns on thelower lines would
be, how:ver, mecessary Lo keep vessels {rom
geiting inside the distance at which the Cit-
adel guns could not be depressed. A lew
torpedoes commanded by guns would, it1s
hoped, prevent any ordinary floating enemy
from bombarding the town,

The Volunteer and Militia Cosst Artillery
of Great Dritain are almost entirely armed
with 64 32 Prunder Pallisers,® sud the Gov-
ernicent of India hus slso decided on a Pal-
lise18 armament.

+ ‘the Coleny of Vietoria, New South Wales,
has purchased 20 of the 61-32 Pounter con®

rerted Palliser, as proposed for Quebec; but
they probably wers compelled to puy for
carriages and travelling platforms. &e., an
expense which we ean avoid by sdopuing the

armnament proposed,

Auny other description of rifled guns would
necessitite the purchise of uew cerringes
and platforms, at a cost ten ti:n-e greater
than th:t of the proposed armnent,

Take for egrnple the 7 inch wmuza'e load-
ing rifl-s as the least expensive Girison
Gun—

Gun. . ..... eeee e Ceeneee LL£503 5 1
Sights c.ovviennon. Cietereeaa. . 75 9
Carrimges. oo e i iiincacana Jjug VU
Traversing Platform. ... ..... 230 5 V

Total Lo iiiiiiiean £851 3 10
or $4.248 33, exclusive of rucers und the
cost of laying them.

30 Guns at £831 3 10 each, £26.435 15 0
—$128.656 97. Compare this to £4.093 ]2 5
--819,945.97, the cost of the proposed arma’
ment of, say 30 61 32 Pounder M.1, I. Guus,
at £136 12 5 each, including sights, sD
from which may be deducted the probable
amount to be realized by the sale of ol
guus, *
1t will Le neceseary to examine the 91‘1'
guus to.find the exact number unservic®
able, but it may be roughly estimnted #
follows, viz: ’ 4

At Quebec alone 173 tons 16 cwt., 8t £
2 6 per ton— £716 18 6, ~ 9

‘I'va above prices nre taken from No-~°
balmee sheet of the Woolwich price “"“’é
which is 15 per oent. above coat price, "”l
the old guns will probably realiz» more ll““o
the price laid down in consequence of th
rise in iron. $t.

The same remarks app'y to Kingstoh o
[felen’s [slani, and other places mthe DV
inion where there are a considerable pY
ber of o!d gung, the sile of which would.
towards paying for an efficient armame! l'oh

The existing supply of curriages, o1 whl[.l
time and climate proluce no effect, wou
serve Lo mount the vew rifle guns.

At Quebec ulope the number i3 88
lows :— R for
Carrviages 64, platforms 33, all sq*b‘lb‘e
64 32 Pounder muzale loading gnvé. gib

lated

I bLeg torefer you to my letter ‘me pill

April. 1873, informing you tuatuh B':-'L%;

percuassion fuzes supplied for the o
Guns are obsolete, and the numhf?l“s‘.i)‘I
cups Lelow regualation; also the pere!
"‘ io
* Since this report was submitted, 1 am
lr(lu-nlned ci&ab ihe Vonlmuior Ga}n-lpsﬁg Al 4
alifax, N.S., havealso been sup - ant
by the iberuiity of the Imperial Governme

fol’

-




