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THE AUTUMN MANOEUVRES.
Tug Sceais o OrenratioNs.

(From the Brond Airow, Augusi 21,)

The scene of the approaching mnnouvres
and the piobable incidents of strategy sug
gested by its special features, formed tho
subject of the following remarks in the Ob-
server lust Sunday 1—

¢ In ono sense Salisbury Plain is well
known, for every English speaking man has
licard of the wonderful pre historic monu-
ment of thoStonchenge. and carries by as-
cocintion in his mind a general idea of the
character of the surrounding country ; while
those who take an interest in tho progress
of army reform, und still bear in mind  the
specinl reports and discussions last year on
the choice for the site for the autumn man
ocuvres, 1o which the preference was given
by many to the plain over thowastes of Sur.
rey and Hunts, will not bo surprised that it
has been selected for the work of the pre
sent autumn. A noble expanse of open
downs, with very little cultivation and no
enclosures worthy of tho name, seemto in-
dicate Salisbury Pluin asthe natural scene
for one largo body of troops to manmuvre
against another ; but it Incks one element
—but for that the ferrain would be perfec-
tion as a Champs de Mars. The aubsence of
any veg: tation but the shoit sweet grass on
which vast flocks of an excellent breed of
sheep are fed is an indication to those whe
begin to reflect that the country before them
is waterless. ‘The French are beginning to
investigate a subject, which they call sub
terranenn hydrology, or the science of dis
covering strenms or reservoirs of water be
neath the surface of the soil, if their re
searches lend to any definite result, and they
can indicate the existence of iny large quan
tity of this hidden treasure beneath Salis
bury Plain, this jear willZnot be the last
{ime that British generals will demonsirate
their strategical and tactical ability on
ground otherwise so suitable. Lack of
water was the great point urged against tho
selection of this site last year. and at one
time there was every prospect that the idea of
utilizing Sulisbury Plain for our peace man
wuvres would have to be abandoned alto
gether. Fortunately careful inspection and
investigation of the hydraulic capacity of
the district, madewithin the last few months
has turned tho scale in favorof giving it a
trial ; but there seems no doubt that with
all the care and scientific skill which will be
brought to bear, the meagre water supply
in the district must seriously hamper the
commanding generals in their movements,
if it does not make the possible strategy on
either side almost & foregone conclusion.
Tlhis difticulty is the more to be regretted,
as, setting aside want of water, the site is
cninently suited for its general fitness for
this annual culmination of army drill and
tra ning, which the good sense of the coun-
try has decided shall be annual, With per-
fect freedom of movement the fault would
Lo in the generals if the mancwuvres were
not made valuable instructively, both as re
. gard strategy and tactics. Last year many
who thought themselves qualified to infer
the strategic object of any military man.
wuvroe sometimes got fogged even with the
‘ general ideas " in their hands. The fault
hiowever, was not 50 much with the strate-
gists of the campaign as with the difficult
chatacier of the ground which must of no
cessity influence peace manoeuvres in a
much greater degree than it would the ope-
yations of real war, As regards Salisbury
Plain, howerver, tho general character, of

tho strategic problem is so patent that ho
who runs may read. 'Tho possession of the
fino old cathedral city wou‘d be an object of
prime importance toan invader landing nny-
whero to the south antl west of it, for until
it was in his hands hecould not safely march
to invest Porismouth, much less muko any
progress towmds his grand objective, the
possession of the capitul. A glanco at the
railway system of tho south and west_ of
England shows that Salisbury is a most im-
portant strategio junction station, for at
this point the South Western line, onc of
the two, and the most direct means of com-
munication between Plymouth, Exeter and
London, is crossed by the principal line con
necting Bilstol, Gloucester, and South Wales
with Portsmauth and the whole of the South
Wales const.  Salisbury, thercfore, is the
ey of the communication Letween the
south nnd.west, and under our new localiza
tion scheme, its possession by an invader
would practically isolate the forces of those
two districts. Ouce in possession ol the
city, Lisflank would be safe for an advance
on L.ondon, and the course would be
smoothed for further locnl operations of o
mest important kind, No time would he
then lose in swooping at Bristol, and if his
stroke was successful, this new base and
the large supplies he would acquire would
make denling with the wholo of tho west of
England a matter of easo. 1lis first object
therefore, after a successful landing in the
south would be to detach a force to obtain
the possession of Salisbury; und as wo
should ces tainly do our best in the same di
rection to defeat his object, n number of
probablestrategic problems are at once sug
gested which make thoroughly tracing
out tYo strategic capabilities of the district
a by nomeans unprofitable expenditure of
military energy. The area of ground mark
ed out under the Military Manccuvres Act
of tho present year sounds ample in the
extremo for the forces that are to be pitled
against cach other. Speaking roughly it
may be said to be forty miles in length
from north tosouth, and twenty in width
but o considerable deduction must be made
from this on accoont of the southernportion
being much cuclused, and altogether un
suited for anything but the mustering one
partolthe force andcomfortably encamping
them asthey performa couple of marches to

may be defined as lying principally north of
Salisbury., With Stonehenge as a cenire, a
1adius of ten miles would take in all that is
usefully availablo to_the north of this fa
mous monument of Britain's carly antiquity
| though the sweep of the compasses would
have to Le cxtended nearly balf as much
again to include all the good strategic
ground on the south and west.  The whole
of Salisbury Plain proper is included within
these defining limits, and though muchopen
ground exists 1n the south, and notably in
tho direction of the New Forest, it is too
much cut up by the land under culti
vation to Lo fought over without
making the dumages under the Autumn
Manwuvres Act rather heavier than the
country would carc to pay. Several good
wnd sufficient reasons exist why wo may
anticipato that the great battles of the cam-
paign will take place north of the great
chaik ridge which runs nearly east and west
from Salisbary on the one side and Shafts-
bury on theother. In the first placs cither
general mill bo likely to edge away from the
boundariea, unless some entrenched camp
is prepared, like that of Chobham last
year, in which, though closeto the defining
lino, ho can take shelter fzom impending

defeat, with tho certainty 1hat the umpires

‘bring them within the fighting area. This-

would rulo that his posilion was unassailablo
Othorwiso tho loss of o battle might force
him into neutral ground, and tho campalﬁn
would bo prematurely brought to a close .by
o catnstropho similar to that which befeil
Bourbaki's army on tho borders of Swilzer
land. ‘T'ho main military renson, hiowever

is tho situationof the streams at this dis.
trict, which will bo secn to be five' in num-
ter and to converge, running through the
centre of so0 many valleys towards Salisbury,
Only two of these however, the Avon and
tho Wiley, nre of much importance, though
tho others, if mere brooks, are not without
value, sceing that the rising ground defining
their basins nffords a successive series of de.
fensivo positions which it would cost an
enemy dear to force.  All finally merge into
tho Avon at Salisbury. which thus becomes
naturally and topographically, the ohjective
of the operations of an invader, whe h »
mado from the south, west ornorta. 1he
present position of the Blandford army,
which, of course, is to plnl{ the role of the
invader, suggests an attack from tho s outh,
‘Then the longchalk ridge to which reference
hins just been made, which forms a sort of
hog's back, clevenor twelve miles long, and
roes under different names at different parts
of its length, would become the bulwark of
tho defence. All nlong it positions aro to
be found against svhich an enemy twould re-
quijro plenty of pluck and great numerical
superionity it he anticipated success from a
front attack. But while all are good, there
is o position par cxcellence above Bishop-
stone and Combe Bisset, where an enemy
would have to pass the Long Brook to close
with thedefe lers under such a fire that he
would have good cause to rue tho day,
whatever might be tho result, But if he
succeeded, thecity would fallinto his hands.
‘The defenders oncodriven from his post of
vantage, would not have timo to wheel and
fall back on Salisbury. Their strategical
flank would bo sure to receive the attention
of the encimy, and that being defeated or
turned, there would be nothing for it but to
fall back across the Nodder, probably under
fire, and with heavy loss, and take refuge
somewhere on Salisbury Plain, and pull
tnemsclves together ns soon as possible, so
as 10 threaten tho enemy’s flank, on his at

tempting an advance from his newly acquir-
ed position, either on London or on Bristol,
or on Exter, if he determined to make all
safe in his rear before attempting to attain
the great object at which aninvader would
always aim- the speedy possession of the
capital. So favourable is tho ground, that,
assuming what would be the most likely
thing in the world, namely that an enemy
who had landed in the south had sent a de-
tached force to Salisbury, and that we had
sent an equal force to iry and prevent him,
half & dozen strategical schemis may be
worked out, none of which would violate
probability. Such a one as we have sug

gested might be carried out, and the d

tenders might then fall back into the valley
of the Wiley, defending the successivo posi-
tions which occur as they retreated on War

minster, until, on the supposition that they
had been reinforced by the cerps d'arme
which, under the new organi.ation, the west
of England would supply, they were in turn
ablo to take tho offensive, and drive the in-
pvading cnemy back on Safisbury."

THR SOUTHUERN ARNY.

On Saturday Mr. Cardwell, accompanied
by Sir Henry Storks, and Mr. Glyn, M. P.,
at whose house closo by they wero staying,
paid a visit to the southern army cncamped
on Salisbury Plain.  They went first to the

headquarlers camp at Franco Farm, whoro



