
THIE AUTUIN INANOEUV11JS.

Tiuc Secîi; op~O'uTos

(Front thie Ilroati dlrow, mltgtist 21.)
'l'le scelle orftic nu iraachlig taioetiviCes

and tile piobable incidents or strategy siig
gesteti by ils speriai features. formed tlîc
suh.ject or flio folliwing remiarkis in tîo Ob>-
serrVer hist Sunlday ;

'< In one senso Salisbury Plain leis uli
kaown, for every Engli8b spenking mani lias
bocarti of the wonderftîl pro historie mnu-
ment of flic Stonehenge. anti carrnes by ns.
cocintion iii bis uilnd. a general iden af filc
cliaracter of flic surrounding country i vilI
those ivho, tako on intereat iii tic progi-es
of anîny roforni, tixîd still t>eai, iii nund tlîc

s p ecial reports and discussions last year on
tria choice for tlic site for~ the aututun moni
oeuvres. to irbicli tle prefèece was given
by many ta the plain over tlîawnstes of Sur.
rey and Hauts, ivill itot bo surprise i mt it
bas been selecteti for tîta iork ai tha pré
sont autunin. A noble cxpansa af coitn
cIowns, iwitli very little cultivation andi no
enclosures wortlîy afftia nome, speni ta in-
clicate Salisbury I>lOiî os the naturol scene
for ane largo body et' troops ta inoeuvre
igninst anotlier -but it lacks ana elenient
-but for that. the terrain %vould ba perfec-
tion as a Champls deilMars. le absence af
any vegi tâtion but tlie abi t siveet grass on
vrbich, vast flocks ci* ait excellent breed af
slîeep arc rcd is tin indication ta tiiose ivlin
pegiii ta reflect titt the country before tîteni
is %vaterless. The Frenchliare beginning ta
investigato a subject, whicb tlîey Coli FUI)
ternancan liytiroloj!y or tlia science of dis
cavering strennis or reservairs of iwtcr bc
neatli tli surface af the soil , if flîcir ra
searclies leati ta any detinito resuit, andi tiîey
catn indicate tlie existence ofiinylargequati
tity af this hitiden treasura bencaih Salis
bury Plain, tliis 3 car %vill.nait be tlic last
timie tliat, Britishi genlerals %wilI dernanstrate
tlîeir strategical andti tctical ability on
graunti othervrise s0 suitable. Lack or
watet' vas the grcat point urgeti against the
selection or this site at year. and nt ane
tirne tlierewns evet-3praspect tlat tile idea af
utilizing SJ.isbury Plain for aur peuce mon
oeuvres %vould hava ta bc abandoneti alta
gether. Fartunately carerul inspection andi
investigation af the hydraulie capacity or
the district, miatevvithin the last Iaw menthes
lias tîryned tlic seate in favor of giving it a
trial ; but there seanis no tioubt that witlî
all fie caro and scientifle skill whici ivili ba
brought ta bear, the mneagra water supply
in the district must serioaly baniper the
commanding generals in tlteir niavenients,
if it daes nlot milke the possible strategy on
citîter sida almioat a loregona conclusion.
Tis diflicultT is flie mare ta hc regretteti,
as, sett.ing aside vrant af ivater, tlie site is
cminently suited for its general fitnesa for
tfise annual culmnination af arniy drill and
tra ning, whichi thie goed, songe of tlic count-
try lias decided shall bo annu ai. lVith per-
fectfreetiornof movement the fouit viault
Lin tha generals if tha manoeuvres wcra
itat matie valuable instructively, bath as ra
gard strategy and factie. LtÙt year many
wha thougit theniselvea qxalifled ta inrer
the strategia abject of any military mari-
oeuvra saxetimes gatfogged even vith the

«'gencral ideas ' in their bandes. Th a uIt
lioiwever, vris not se muait vltit the strate-
gists ofthe campaign as writh tho difficult
cliiLidcc2r of the grounti vhicit muet of ne
ct-îeity influence peace manoeuvres in a
mnuch greater degrce thoan it viauld. tha opa.
rations af real var. As regards Salisbury
Plain, lioivever, flio gencral chat-acter, cf1

LUE VOLUNTEER IIEVIEW.

tlie stratagie problern is so patent tinit ho
%vite runis may, roati. 'rite possession of flic
fine chi catiiedaml city %vouid be an abject of
primie imîblortnca ta ant invader lantiing any.
i'-lîcre te csoutl ntl west'of it. for' Until
it wila ini bis linstis Ilàcoli not safely marcli
ta invcst P'ortsmiouth, nticli lest; malte aî.y
proa,,ress touanidts bils grand objiective, flie
possession af tlic capital. A glnco at file

*r.iluiay systein or tha soutli ani vredt ai
Englouti shows tlînt Salisbury is a nmoit ini-
portanît strategie junc.tiaî station, for at
tItis point the Seutih Westernx liste, ana of
tîto v, andtfic thnost direct menus af cein-

* nunication betuceen Plymxouth, Exeter and
London, is crotseti by the principal Uine cen
nectiîug 1h istal, Gloucester, anti !Souti ales
uitI, P~ortsmoth ni tlîd %rliole ai tha Southî
W'ales cnst. Salishury, tlîert-fore, is tlia
liey ai the communication betveed the
soutt tuti w.iest. andi untier otir newv localiza
lion schinm, its possession by nia invader
ivouli îîrnctically lsolata tlic fai-ces af those
tuao districts. Once iii possession ai tlic
City, Lis flaink %voulti bc safe for nu atvance
on L.ondion. nti tha course vwauld. ho
satootiieti for furtlier local operAtians of' a
mrst iniportatt kinti. No tîim vanîti lie
tlien lose in svroaping nt Bristol, and if ]lis
strolto uns sncccssful, tiîis niew base anti
tlic Large supuplies lie %voulti acquira wotild
malce denling %viti tlie %Nhola of tlîe %vest ai
Eniglouti n motter of Case. nis firsi abject
tlierefore. alter n stîcceseful lauîtiing ta the
south vrould ba ta tiataci a farce te abtain
the possession ar Salishury ; ani as ive
siiould cet tainly do aur best in tlic anme di
rection ta defeat lus abject, al ntîmhcr of
probable ai rategie prablenis tira at onuce sug
gesteti %viich îaake tiîorouglîly tracing
aut the sti-ategia capabilities or tîte tiitrict
a by na incurns unprofltabla expenditureora
militnry energy. 'l'lie area% ai grautid mark
cd eut unden tite Militai-y Manoeuvrcs Act
ai the lèresent year sounida ample iii the
cxtrcnao for tlîe forces tlint ara ta ha litteti
against chd other. r3penking s-oughly it
m.uy Le raidi ta be forty miles in length
front î.orth ta seuti], and tivcnty ini atitih ;
Lut a considenablo detinction must bie matie
front tlîis an accoontof the southerrnportion
bcing mucli ciicikset, anti altdgetlîer un
suitud for anytlîiag Lut tha rnustering ana
parto lic f<urce nicomfroi'tably encampning
tiien as titey î,arfarm a coupla o ai arches ta
bring thern riibin tlie fighting aren. Thîis-
maiy be delined ns Iying principally moantî, af
Salimbury. Wati Stonehienge as a centra, a
îadcius ai ten miles avonld taka iii ail finit is
usefuliy avaiable to, tha nortit ai titis fa
meus monument ef Britain'a eanly antiquity
thotugitftic veep ai the campasses voulti
have ta Lcexc>ended nennly hall na mucl
agnU ta inclusia aIl tic gooti strategia

grut n te bouthtanti %%est. The whole
ai Saliàbury laint proper is incladed aitîtin
these defining liniits, anti thaughmiuchopen
grouni exista in tlia soutli, and notably in
the direction et tita New Forest, it is tae
muci cut u) Ly te ]and unden cuIt!
vatlun ta La faugit avet- aititout
mnaking tîto d.aaageà under the Autumu
Manoeuvres Aut radlicr liCavier thaxi the
country weuld c.tre ta pay. Several gooti
inti sufficiant reasens exibt %vhiy vve mny
anticipatu that thie gro.ît. battlca of te cana-
paign avili take place nortît ai tue great
chalk ritige wviicit runu neanly ast andi acst
froas Salisbury on tua ona sida and Shorts-
bury on thteother. In the flrst plac- cither
general wîill bo lîkely ta etige away frein the
boundaries, unless soe entrenclîcti camp
is prepareti like that ai Ctoblian last
year, in which, titougit close to tho delining
lino, ho can tako salter frani impending
defcat, viiti ltae centainty that tlic unipires
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avouli ide tlint bis position vins unassailablo
Otiorviîo tlia los ai a boldtî- mlht force
fiim into tioutral grounti, anti tlîo catuasgt
woulti be prenîaturely brouglit tea close.- by
a cataistrophe similar ta tliat whicli befeli
Bourbaki's armny on tlic bardenti of Switzer-
tondi. Tho matît military renboni, liowever
is tlie situation af tha streami nt titis dis-
trict, wicili avill ba se , n ta Le fivo' ln nun-
ber andi te converge, running titrangl tha
centra ofiso mny valîcys towartis Salishury.
Only tve af theze utovever, tlie Avon anti
tia WViley, aire ai minti imtportance, thougli
(lie otîters, if met-e brooks, aire not without
value, sceigtlîat the nîsing ground delining
thitet basins allai-ti a succoesve sicut ai de.
fensivo positions wimdi It aoulti cost n
citeiny dear ta force. AIl finally mierge inta
tho Avon at Salisbury. avlici thus becotîtes
nnturnlly anti tapographically, tîte objectivo
of te operations ai an invader, %vite,.l 
modie front tlic soutit, avest or nart.i. i lèv
preseit positiont ai the Blantiford armny,
%vicli, ai course, is ta play the roie ai tiie
invader, suggcsts ant attackc fi-rn the s outil.
'I'len the lang cltalk ritige ta wliich ref'erenco
lias just bac» matie, %vili foi-nu a sort ai
Iîog's hack, ceoen or tvreive miles long, and
goca untier diflèrent tnmes at diffécrent paris
ai its lengtli, avamîti hecoriae thic huLIvark ai
tlia tiaence. All nlong il positions ara ta
bafoundi gninsta,;bich an enery tvanld en-
qu:tre plenty ai pluclc and gi-cnt numnical
suparlarity ifliha anticipateti snccess fi-an a
front attack. But while ail aira gooti, thora
is a position par excellence aboya Bishop-
mte and Cambe Bisset, ihiero an enenmy
ivaulti bave ta pass the Long Brook ta close
witlt tlîa tiefe :cre; under sud ftfireatn hoe
%vould have goodicausa ta riaeLite day.
whiatever miglit be tlic restaIt. Blut if lie
atîccecet, the City avomî i l intohbis bands.
The defentters once drive» froni bis past of
vaîtage, vouiti not have timo ta ihteel nti
fIfl bock an 'iisbury. Thait' strategical
fiank avomid ho sure ta receive the attention
ai flie ettemy, anti tliat being defeatet i-
turneti, tilera %'onld hoe notuîiîg for it but ta
faIt back across the Natiter, prohahiy utater
fire, aitd viLt ln bea s, anti talie refuge
somvliera an Salisbury Plain, anti pull
tietnsclves togetiier as sean as possible, se
as ta titreaten te eny's flank, on bis at
tenipting on ativance f-rnt bis nawly acquit
etd position, citîtar on Londoin or on Bristol,
or ai Exter, if hae deteratineti ta naake ail
safe in bis i-car before attenapting ta attain
te grat abject rit avhiclt an invader aa'onid

alweys alim- tue speedy possession af tlîc
capital. Se favourable is tha grouid, tuit,
assnrning avhat woul lie tuec most iikeiy
thing in te avorii, naiely titat ain enenty
%vite hati lantiet in the soutii hati sent a de-
taclacti force ta Sàlishury, andi that ave liat
sent an equal farce te ry and prevexit bun,
lialt a dozen strategica«l sahenit i miy Le
avonketi eut, nanae ar whiait avoulti violate
probability. Suai a ana ais ave htave sug
gested miglt ha carricti eut, andi the di,
tenders niigitt titan fatil baick into flic vallc3
af tita Wiley, dafaîtiing tho successive posi
tiens whlicli accur as tboy retrenteti ait WVa
manster, until, oua file supposition tlîat tiiuy
liail bac» reinierced by te cuorps dI'ariiis

utîci, oadr tite niev orgaiii..atioti, tlie irebt
,FE. lîtiaoulti suppit-, thtty %votre in turîî
ahia te, take the ,fleîtsiv 'nd drive te in-
.vnding cricny back an Saiishury."1

'rUE SOUTHERY MtRMY.
On Saturday Mr. Cardavell, accampantieti

hy Sir Henry Starks, andi Mr. Olyn, M. P>..
at avhasa bouse alose by they avare stiying,
paiti a visit ta thte soutitern army encamped.
an Salisbury Plain. . Thoy went first, te the
iaaltqarters camp at Franco Fatni, wiuiro


