AND MiLiTARY AND NAViL GAZETTE,

B Jouvwal Beboted fo the Intervests of the Filrtary wnd Fabal Forees of the Bomnion of Canad

VOL. IIL

-

OTTAWA, CANADA, MONDAY, DECEMBER

o7

iy No. 52.

1869.

THE REVOL?Y

OF THE
British American Colonies,
1764-84.

Crarrer XXXII.

Admiral Byron’s usual good fortune did
not desert him, as the weather at last per-
mitted his fleet to reach St. Lucie on the
6th of January, 1779, just eight days after
Comte d'Estaing’s fleet had sailed. ltis
probable that if the weather had not de-
tained the British fleet at Newport fourteen
days after it was ready to sail, it would have
encountered the French fleet and a general
engagement resulted, which would have had
the effect of deciding the 1ssue of the war.
There could have been little doubt of the
issue, and it would compel the French Court
to look to the defences of their own coast,
preventing them sending military or nayal
succors to the United States. It would
have also prevented the formation of that
league called the armed neutrality which re-
quired the action oft the Dogger beak and
Rodnaey’s victory to break up. The arrival
of Admiral Byron's fleet made the British
force superior in the West Indies, and the
French were confined to the harbor of Fort
Royal atMartinique. Both fleets were rein-
forced during the winter, that of d'Estaing’s
by a squadron under Count de Grasse and
Byron’s by one under Commodore Rowley.
For six months the former remained in port
with the latter watching his manceuvres, yet
no attempt was made to dislodge the enemy
from hi¢ position, and, as a consequence,
when on the 6th of Juune Byron sailed for
St. Christopher to collect and convoy the
West Indian fleet d'Estaing sailed for St.
Vincent, which was captured on the 16th
without resistance, by which seven com-
panies of the 60th regiment became prison-
ers of war without firing a shot. Grenada
was attacked on the 2nd of July, and after a
brave resistance from 150 men of the 48th
regiment was obliged to surrender at dis-
cretion, (as it appears d'Estaing, enraged at
being repulsed with a losss of nearly 400

men by such a small force, attempted to im-
pose dishonorable conditions) on the 4th of
July.

Having escorted the West Indian fleet a
safe distance on their homeward voyage
Admiral Byron returned to St. Lucie on the
1st of July where he learned the capture
of St. Vincent, and sailed to attempt its re-
capture. On the passage he received intel-
ligence of the attack on Grenada and at
once bore up for its relief=—under the im-
pression that the Irenci: flect was inferior
to his own when it consisted of 22 line.of-
battle ships, three 50-gun ships and ten
frigates ; the British of 21 Iine-oﬂbattlel
ships without frigates and a fleet of trans-
ports with troops on board. At daylight on |
the 6th of July the French fleet were des |
cried getting under weigh from their an-
chorage in St. George’s Buy, with a light
breeze, and the British Admiral threw out a
signal for a general chase, each ship to en-
gage as she came up, detaching Admiral
Rowley with three ships of the line to guard
the transports to the windward. The lead-
ing British ships close hauletl on the larboard
tack led by Admiral Barrington in the
Prince of Wales were fired upon aiseven
o'clock by the enemy, who had just then
got the sea breeze anu Learing away on the! .
starboard tack across the bows of the British
and formed their line to leeward. It wus
here that Admiral Byron discovered the|
strength of the enemy, and notwiiustanding
made the signal for close action, which was
commenced by the van under Barrington at
7.30 a.m. and immediately became general.
As the French passed to leeward along the
whole line steering north-west, the larboard
division of the British fleet being to leaward
of their stations suffered severely, and onc
of them, the Monmouth, having bore up to
close their van was completely disabled. It
is probable that had the whole fleet followed
her example a decisive action might have
been brought on. But Rodney had yet to |
illustrate the true principle of naval tactics:

by a happy accident and the opportunity |
was lost, At 10 a.m., the” French hav.|
ing cleared the English fleet, came about on |
the port tack and shewed au inclination to|

i the garrison was equally trifling.

cut off the disabled ships and transports.
To frustrate this the Dritish Admiral tacked
to the starboard and bore up to their sup-
port, while A'Estaing, whose tactics appears
to have been to fight a little and sail a great
deal, bore up and steered to the windward.
Thie British loss in this action was 183 killed
and 346 wounded; the loss of the French,
who had returned to their anchorage in St.
George's Bay, Grenada, was stated at 1,200
killed and 1,500 wounded, which can only be
accounted for by the habit of overmaning
their fleet common to the French navy:
This further loss so enraged d'Estaing that
he ireated the people of Grenada with gross
severity.

The loss of Domincia, St. Vincent and
rrenada was not compensated by the cap-
ture of St. Lucia, and as other conquests
wero contemplated much relief was expe-
rienced when the French fleet bore away for
Cape Franceis in the 1sland of Hispaniold as

-the hurricane season was approaching.

In Georgia the campaign was carried on
during the early part of the year 1779 with
great vigor. Gen Prescott, who commanded
in East Florida, had been ordered to co-op-
erate with Col. Camphell in Georgla, but
had heen oblig-d to adapt au unusual mode

:i teansportatton for srullery, ammunition,
provisionsand stores,—these were embarked
in open boats, perfectly defenceless, and
while navigating that network of bay, creek,
river, and bayou, %0 common in Florida,
Georgia and the Carolinas, were frequently
obliged to make wide detours to avoid cap-
ture by armed gallies of the enemy. The
trocps, marching along the coast, were fro-
quently for days together without any pro-
visions but such shell fsh as they could pick
up. About the beginning of January they
penetrated into Georgia and reached the
town of Sunbury and immediately invested
the fort, which surrendered on the 9th of

| January at discretion; the British lost one

man killed and three wounded, the loss of
Imme-
diately after thisjcapture Col, Campbell sent
an expedition to Augusta, the second town
in Georgia and 150 miles from the mouth of
the Sayannah River,



