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dji some documents (if greitt illportiince for lier
inspection, but as they would requirc to be examined in
detail, lie %vould flot encroa on ler MNnjesty's trne
that night, but would requtst lier attention the next
morning.

Il"morrw is Sunday, my lord," said thc Queen.
"True, your Mnjesty, but business af the State will flot

admit of deiay." The Queen thens consented to look nt
the pepers aftcr churcit the next morning. The noble-
man wns somewliat surprised that the subject ai the
sermon next day turned out to be the duties and
obligation of the Christian Sabhath. "I o% did your
iordship like the sermon?~ asked the Queen, on their
return fromn church. "Very much indeed, your
Man'jesty," %vas the reply. Il Weil, then," said the
Q.ucn, I wiil flot conceal fromn you that last niglit I
sent the clergyman the text from %vhich he preaclied ; I
hope %ve shali ail be improved by the sermon." Sunday
passed over without another word being said about the
State paliers, until ut nigbt, w~lien the party wvas
breaking up, the Queen said ta the nobleman, IlTo-
morrow mornisng, my lord, at any haur you pieuse as
early as seven, my lord, if yau like, we wiii look inta
the papiers." But the urgency Jz the matter had
strangely abated, and bis lordship said he %vould nat;
think of intruding upon Her Majesty as early as that,
and thought: nine o'clock wouid be quite early enougb.
IlNo, no, my lord," said the Queen, "las the papers are
of importance 1 should like theni to be attended to very
early ; however, if you wish it ta be aine, be it so.'"
Accordingly nt nine o'ciock next morning the Queen
wvas in readiiness ta confer with the nobleman about bis
papers.

"'UIBb t.115.

One of the earliest to congratulate 1-er Maiesty on
ber accession was the young Prince Albert. WVhite sise
was still a lr:ncess be bcd been broughit by bis father,
the Duke ai Saxc.Coburg, sta pay a visit ta bis aunt,
the Duchess of Kent, and the tivo cousins, wvbo met for
the first time, evinced great friendship for eacb otbi.ï, a
friendship wbicb grew into love at a second visit of the
Prince some years Inter.

The Royal Wedding took place on the îotb of
February, 1840.

Many years hzvc rolled by since thc trotb oi these
Royal loyers %vas plighted, and the boys wvbo followed
the bridai pair to the Castie gates are boys ino longer.
They are aId men now, or else are in their graves. But
the central abject of that day's rejoicings is stili with us.
The gentie Lady who wvielded the sceptre of Britain
thezi stili wields it -nor is she less beloved by ber people
than in the day of ber espousals.

Is it flot a strange thing that a sovereign .so mucli
beloved sboid have been je danger of the assassin on
six occasions during her reign? P et these atteanpts on
ber lufe were not from batred, but Irequently the acts of
n.admen, watb a morbid desire for notoriety.

Now that she had a husband by ber side, the Queen
found berseli sbieided (ram many worries and vexa-
tions wvbich lied bitherto tried ber. Quiet happiness
and contentment niarked tbe even flow of Queen
Victoria's married Ilte. The good and ivise busband
made it bis aim in lufe ta be ai the greatest possible use
ta his wife, and lightened ail the cures ai State hy bis
helpful compansionsbip. The Royal pair were happy in
their niutual love, and wvere gifted wvith many grand
accamplishments. They sang and playcd together,
drewv and painted together ; and when the duties of
State demranded thc Queen's time and attention, tbere
by lier side was bier laithful belper. If ever tliere was
perfect bappiness an eartb, it wvas ta be founid in this
Royal boen t Windsor.

In marcb. 1844, the Queen and Prince Albert bcd
their first separation (rani ane another. The aid Duke
of Coburg bad died, and it wvas necessary for the Prince
ta go to bis Fatberland. \'e learn liow much luis belp.
fui presence %vas rnissed, and tbat the Qveen acted Il as
a pattern iie " during bis eniarced absence. It wvas
about this timc that li1er Niajesty purcliased Oborne
Flouse, in the Isle of Wight, which becanue a, haven ai
rest from the oppressive spiendor of the Court.

We wvili briefly qpan the years wbicb fi:llowed.
The year 1831- wvas rendered notable as tbe year af

the Great Exhibition-tbat colossal structure erected in

Ilyde Paîrk. London, by Sir jaseph Paxton. The
exhibition wvas the idea ai l'rince Albert, who had
fouglit througli bigotry and apposition ta attain bis end.
Tbe Queen naturally took great interest in the enter-
prise, and was gratitied tiîat it wvas sucb a triumphant
success. She says, speaking of the scene ai tbe
apening day :-11 It was ane thaf cen neyer be effaced
front my memsory, and neyer will bc from that of nny-
one who wvitnessed it."

Tva years later the clouds af war were hanging
heavily over England. Russie had praved obdurate
and obstinate, and deficd the Allied Powers, so a long
and terrible war ensued.

L11-8 AT 11OM&.

In addition ta Osborne House the Queen bcd
another private mansion-Balmoral Castie, situated an
a cammanding site by the River Dee, in the Highlands.
Il was purchased by the Prince Consort for £32,000.
The aid castie is said ta have been built by a Higbland
chief, and at the tîme af the purcliase it was barefy
more than a buntiný-station in the wilds. The Prince
razed the aId castie as the ground, and bcd the present
building erected. Here at intervals the Qucen and ber
famihy dwclt: ycar citer year, etijoyang drives and excur-
sionus, and occasionally taking iinco,,&nifo joureys of
exploration for a considerabie distance around. At
ber Higbland home, as elsewhere, the Queen lost no
apportunities of making herself acquainted with the
people on and arou,îd her estate. She deligbted ta
Vli;it the sick poar, carrying with hier necessities and
littie dainties fram the Royal kitchen ta strengtben
them. On occasions like these she put aside ber great
and highi dcgree, and becemne thc kindly and sympa-
thetic wanian, freely talking ta them and inviting
their confidence.

SHADOW AIND SUNS1IINE.

The year 1861 was a most unfortunate ane for aur
good Queen : the deatb of the Duchess af Kent, ber
devoted mother, in the spring of the year, and af the
Prince Consort et the close, mark it as a memnorabie
ane wvith painfui distinctness ta Her Majcsty.

Towards the close ai thc ycar the Qucen and Prince
Albert exerted their pacific influence in the settiement
ai the Il Trcnt affair "-a difficulty wvitb the United
States which, through the policy of Lord Palmerston,
would probably have otherwise deveioped inta a war
between the twvo natirins. This was the lest public
service of the gaod Prince.

The days remaining ta camplete the year 1861 were
indeed sad ones ta the Qucen, and it scemed for a tîme
as if she wvere inconsolable. The Christmas came and
passed ; the spring, toa, wvas over, when the Rayai
wvidow revisited ber Highland home, for the first tinue
since thec death ai ber hetaved hushand.

In March, 1863, the fair Alexandra ai Denniark
camne ta be the bride of the Queen's eldest son, the
Prince of WVales. The Queen warmlý wclcomed to ber
heart tue (air Danisb Princess, wba at once becane a
favorite alike ai the Rayai Family and the nation. At
the wedding the wvidowed Queen took na part in
the praceedings, but s.! alane in the Rayai pcw,
iooking down upon the ceremony.

To;vards the close of 1871 the Queeîî and lier people
wvcre closely united in a common anxiety an account of
the alarming ilness ai the P'rince af Wales. For many
days the Prince %vas bovering between life and deatb,
devoltedly nursed by his wiie the Princess of Wales,
Princess Alice, and the Duke of Edinburgh. The
feeling ai the nation was acute as the daiiy bulletins
wvere issued. Prayers were everywberc affered in
churches and chapels an behalf o! the illustriaus patient
and bis distressed wvife and mather. At length, on the
î4 th of December-a date wbich some dreaded as the
anniversary ai Prince Albert's death-thc ionged-ior
improvement: began.

Mucb ta the Oueen's gratification that magnificent
testiniony of a nation's gratitude and a Sovereign's
love, the Albert Memorial. wvas erected in Hyde Park,
and unveiled by ber Mlajesty in z876 ; and the year
following, amid rnuch pomp and ceremony, site was
proclaimned Empress af India.

In Decemnber, 1,37 S, the Queen reccived a beavy
blow in the death ai ber dear daughter, the Princess
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