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TH/E LITTLE FOL K.
Jo and Rags.

"W bat ls te matter, littie girl?'I I naketi of a tassili, raggedl
figure etttil open tho curb3tone, partlaliy alothe in ri andi red
calice, with a gencraus display of haro, brotvn foot andi unkies
rom benoath tha short, akimspy skirt ; thie eniy lîcad*drcss Naturels
covcring cf Cangîcti brown cunla.

Thesmaîll face, %witli its littia patliways down the chcks wvhoro
te tears bias! ivasiliot away inCa tiny drifts tho accumiitateti dust

of days, ia lifteti slowly' froin tin zcrawny brawvn baunde, an. n
dolef ul voice pipes fot. I -want-ag-s."

"Rage i Anti pray tell mea what yen %will do with th.m ?"
''Taint thons; it's nething bot him. R~agein a dog. lie in, an'

1 wants him," aobcd the chilti, and clown goca the tanglcct liîsd
agaun.

'And wtre is rags-deadi ?I1 venturoti ta inquire.
INo'm, bals lest. 1 %vas faliowin' theo;ed circua percession,

nd Rage geL losted frein me in tho crawd."
Lcaving the sobbing irait, I continuiet rny way clown the street.

But ttinforlorn appearanca et that child whe hati "1nechance"l
haunted.me until, draiaiq mny thoughtz f urcibly frein such an u-
pleasant subjeet, 1 for' the firat turne naticeti tho stcady Ilpitty.
pat"I et intaîl tact at my side. Loking doiru, I ticat te quas.
tlening gare of a arnali deg, whoe dirty white couL, cavcring the
loin little body, la sprinkled iih siall blac, frctica danoinoatefi
"sopets." This poor littia animal was tnast certaini1Y n et n mamcher
et the canine "l400."j

A brilliant thought struck mna ns 1 notiet the simiinrity of the
forlarts aspect el te littla spatted t ol; andi the littla reti calico
girl on the curbsave, who siglîcti, net for purpia andi fine lisent
but for aga. Coula ibis bc Rlage?

Il aga 1 boe, ]Rage 1 I I caicd sefr.ly te tao littIa huant. 1 iras
premptly ansiwcrcd h . a vigorous wazffing of a âtnmpy tat, anti i
quick glistening ot the hright black cya.

1 hasteneci tac taC tho cnrbstona cerner, usicg ail tho dag
langtîage tbat 1 coulti muster in invitation ta Rlagi ta folloir. Andi
iollow ha did nntil iritiiin siglit of that curbstonc. when th ona
irilti elp et joy, ha flair aloc t.he i

ground until thert iras a saddcn
collision arnd n mixture oftred calice
and irbitt, andi blak dog.

1 av nover, her or uînce, -4
sie w aiircreatures tibj A

wre Raga anti his znistrcst at Chat
meeting et tao parteui. As I wit-

nessai l, tha Lhought accarredta
mo-W hy net invite Raga antd Co.
te a Soir Yent's dinstr?

«"Wht in yeur naine andi irere . j
do yen lire?" 1 atketi, intomruptice .

te flair et ungrammatical thanka -r
tram tht cherry lips of Raga' prG-
tectri.

IlMy natnr lu Je ; I lira niostly
nairbere, ra'am." abci replied. 'Il
éiceps at Unclo 13i11's iren fin' ain't rb
tirant, anz' lots ma. %Whcn ho,&
irat hlm ift bossail. I just ~ ji, *~j

keepis char of te place." ~S5}
"JO. Yen knaw to.rnarrow isA 7 ï_

oire Yeatlis Day? DonIt yen irant
te came ta niy honme andi take
dinncr with meo, bcrid bring Rage, of
course?"

Je garea &canteniptuons sauT i
ber remunt cf rad calicet an
anorted.Il "Me I Loake like it, don
1. now ! Rages might go if 1 wr
fitten ta tata hini."

"Naer mina yaur deotte
Thr-ro's no ane but mna te sec yoî
stat yeur face, brisais year ha
ana rîî mriot yen itere ai ni
o'cluck to-morrovr, andi Cta v
with mea."

Andi ge tey cama an Htow Yaa:
Day, teur ycars ara, andti hay ai
bore yet Jet is noir a brighut Si
et fourtoen, atanding Wreil in &U1 hi
ames ; anai Ris ia a plumptu

CI whitf ant b1ack, "ating lm

disturbeti train parier ta gardon.
I lient, thn voico of Je inqulrilR, CarnostiY. Il Ho% înany raslu.n

muet 1 put in the fruit cake., auntiol1 Ya.i koN boys like lots of
th3în." I muet go ta lier assistanice. for ta. day lis a Luisy day fur
us, as wa arc propariug for aur atînuai ?Ncw Ycnr's% dinner for
raggecl girls and boys, gatheod fruit the bij4livays und curbatonce.

Little Alice's Prayer.
1I doiî't wnr toe5il> my prayer," salit littia Alice. "ll'sis

tirate ai saying iny prayer, înnîîîna."
Mns. Morris siglied, sud iscarcuiy kiiuw wiiat wvas btit ta do

with lier littia daughiter. wvhom ilic hiat given to %.od mi sont as
ase %vai bora. anid lind praycd Ilini daiiy ta inalt lis own chlîd.
And now asea wns tirui of sayiug lier prayers 1 But the was osily
four years aId ; anti the moilier nakel gantiy : IlAndi doeà îny
iittlc Alico [col iiiug ta go ta bcd witiîout tmnukiug lier licavesily
Fatiter fer taking care cf lier ail day ? I

AIlico laughed, and kissed lier mother ou bath chc.ks, and tdieu
on hor moutb. Thîis ahc callcd a IlFranîcis kiss." Tlîeî suhe %vaut
b lier Auur.ic, wbo was lyinz sick un the sofa. andi auntie wvlti.ilcrcdl
IlWhîo ivili tako cara cf littie Allco to.nsiglit wlien it ie ail dark in
tUsa hiaute?"

Alice dcnrly lovc.t to bc whispercd te, andi sho anawcrcd in tho
ea tara:e Mamma iil Cta cara af nie."

Speak Kindly.
A mati was onco savaid by a vcry poor boy frein dtrawuiug.

After bis rcet&tioti ha said ta lîim:
Whtcan 1 do for yau, iny boy"

"Speal, a Lind i ord ta ita somctita,'* replicti tio boy. the
tears gushing frain bis cycs; " 1 aini't got a mother liko suornocf
theni."

A kinti nvord 1 Tîuink ci iL. This Mau ba, it in tilt rower tu
gvov that boy moisey, clotlîcit. pinythiugs. but tho litie fcilow
cravcd uoslsisig se mucl nu n kinti word nov stuictdieu. If the mais
bad aver se littl licart, tua boy muset certanly have lîst thu %vibla
grante.t. À% kiîid word ! Yeu hava unany suaiî spukiet te siu
dsily, andi yen dc.n't îlîint much of ilicir %cac; but that poor boy

in tho viliag., nt wrlon overybody laughs, %ould tlîîiek that ho
baid founti a treasury if s<,nenna spcîke a kinti %orid ta him.
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