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tî ol;the lnî ire i rci 1-4 the gift we render, the fani y (Geti, xv. 6) wk re- aise sent &iVay,
t1w lei-per is oirdvotion proved. (LAd, who iand l)rovi(le< for (luring the fathcr's, lifetiine.

M4e u Sou, bas tlîcreb)y sealedl lus rea- Isaac wa-s the go"n, heir of thù promnise and o)f
qItess te U' vst'ýw tlie lesser gifts te Ilis ere- the father's wealth -, no rival wa.-, perinittcd

'bile prolig l dren (Rein. viii 32) ; and around tho paterîîal heaî'th. Thi4, however,
.Jis, wlv, lays deown Hi,; liCe for His friends wats aniicably arranged, for there does not ap-

ifli xv. 13), could manifesýt no greater love. ipear te have Ileen any fend, R4 in the cilse (if
Foir A!îraliaîî to yielil te what lie deeumed ai Esatn and Jacot), and the eider lirothers rîîet,
i vîiuîl'e his .urî---the beloved boy of~ penreftilly, l'4aac witiî a doinestie retinue of

bis old age, ani the he of thle prois.e of servants, lslîmael iii the wild sllend(our of an
l> csig-asfor te *iel(l hîst ail at the Divine Arab chieftain with his wild companion.4, be-

l iîlding; f-r the ot yield to the father's fore the cave whcre was to be laid the dust of
.t, a te share the t'ather's faith with the a inutually revcred father.

n iblest filial devotion: and thu8 father andl SjOf The favoured child of bis father, the only
iveie boiinîl together a.4 one in that act, than darling of bis mother, the son or; îvhose life
\% ichl, inî its iutent, rio greater nianifes4tation cherislied hopes seeined to depend, wc cari
<if triu4, and dlevotion eould be fotind or set weli conceive to have been tenderly iiurtured,
fi rth. In heatlien as ini Christian days there sheltered rievysenng aesenfu

liae weniijenfonàready to sacrifice every- ei-aspoilt child. That testinir scene of
tbiing tit ffer o oi, (as they suppose) sal- Anah
vation. M1ei whose Nweaith lias bêen gathered hv ie ledydetuems

in d4iace f te lve f Gd a(l uan have rthrp rcssed that darling boy with the
iiil largcel tf the oeo Chuch anday meaing e1 ted that, however much bis father mnay have

v -t ;t(,lytotheClirhalay reaiin 1doedupon him, there was One suprme
ft Ijols 4iare, however, to theinselve8. But ito wbo1n, beyond ail eaithly consideration,
tlîat is net sacrifice ; tlhat is but a cowardly tis n bdec vr u.Wceta

îeîcîigîi ar et h hoeb tkntrust and obedience are rooted, " spoiling" is
a way. Abralîam's ia-crificc was4 made to re- ont of the question ; and though we have
veal the othier truth which heathien strivings n'isac5nIs.cslf f h ev n

auJbapize hctheismamog orsevesen-vigour seen in Abraham'4 (Gen. xiv. 14), we
tirely ixis4es or subverts. C od ivili provide do find the placid gentleness whichi looked te
Hi;nseýlf a lainb for a burnt oirei-ing," The other possessions than the inere joy of earthly
lproplitiation God requires frein us is that our inavings. In those wild days lsaac was evi-
attitude towards Him shall be changed, and detypwru1nughntV eatce
that we should, vieldirc, Vo His will, accept (en.l xxvi.fu 14)-'th 1hilistineseve hm;

au ue ueprovision lie at dethr-and yet he strove for those things that niake
fore, in that ramn caught in the thieket.,.frpae huhnihirta y(es
Abrwaliain recýeived thte truth on which th !16). Ver-ses 17-22 remind ofAbrahanis

hinreq - od rovdestheLanmb 1 Peaceful faith and contentinent, when Lot
vhih tkvt awy te sn c th wold.< I and he parte(l asunder; verses 24, 25 reveal the

we mtay trust Jewish tradition, IsaAc as true innerness of that pe&ceful conversation.
rweuty-tivc years old when this event took H xrie atxintig ocre n

î!ly in Be taruc orf ondthusere it r de- 1V rested through a Ion- life in confidence on
.!etlyiiicary lfeandChu ealy erede-the promises of Cod. Isaac's life would ap-

~elopeîI those characteristics which rendered pa ohv enoec otne ae
1sac life one cf corîtinued trustfulness and Lcf t wî ti great possessions, he peacettuly
.. lu

1,iljilSiof. added thereanto, and havirig enjoyed life here,
Very littie lies upon thc surface regarding departed in the full assurance of an entrauce

Jsaae-s special character, yct sortie indications into the ci ty which bath the founidations, with
are given sutficient Vo guide in an outline.! that father whose faith and proimises he had
H1e was Sarahas etly child, and the child of her! inherited, and which hopes M a been left to,
o1d age; the energetie, flearless Ishimael had; his sons as he gave thein bis paternal biess-
bkeen sûint frein home hefore any influence by ing. is position bus thus been summed up:
ibirni could have been cxci ted 'upon the bro- "ci e neyer knew anything but wealt'-hy case;
ther's mind. Other sons that.t were bornimn: a bis dependents were numnerous enough to,


