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In an editorial paragraph on the
departmental store question, a  cou-
temporary makes this curious state-
ment : *“ The establishment of the big stores has had a
marked tendency to increase the aggregate business of
Toronto meichants, taking into account both the retail
and the wholesale trade. . . . They have taken
away a considerable portionof the trade that formerly
was done by the wholesale houses of Montreal, and to
thisextent Tor.nto has been henefited.”  How far fiom
true this statement is may be gathered from the fact
that the dry goods imported into Toronto 1n February,

We Think
Not.
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1847, amounted to $232,4 20 less than for the same period
last year. The big retaul stores of Toronto have imjured
the Toronto wholesale houses directly by absorbing the
cash business of the small dealers formerly purchasing
supplies from them. Trade has been diverted to
Montreal also from the country which 1s more propetly
tributary to Toronto, owing to the fact that the countiy
storekeepers are gradually coming to the conclusion
that the indications point to the Montreal houses being
longest in the trade. The suspension of a wholesale
house always carries down a number of retail firms,
and nowadays retalers are looking mto the tinanaal
standing of those whu supply them with alinost asinuch
care as the wholesale merchant exercises in selecting
his customers.  The country merchant who 1s free to do
so is now transferring s account to whoever he thinks
most able to carry it.

Much has been made of the delay

T::ftf. of the Lavrier Government in bring-

ing down the tanff, but tanfis are no

made in a day, and it is well, for while they are power-
less to create prosperity in the face of depression, or to
avert the disaster which must always follow intlation,
yet they can become most destructive weapous 1 un-
trained handi.  The fact that the Dingley il was
passed in the U.S. House of Representatives within a
month after President McKinley's inauguration is not
pertient. The Dingley Lill was a hand-me-down,
which a former Congress had refused, and has now
been passed by a IHouse elected largely by the money
of the combines in whose wtetest the bill was prepared.
The Canadian Parhament was elected largely in the
beliefl that tariff modification was necessary, and much
information on the question has been collected by those
in charge of the proposed revision. Duning the tune
that this revision has been i contemplation great
changes have taken place 1 the arcumstances which
must govern the framers of the measure. The Umted
States has remmposed many of the excessive duties of
the McKinley hill, anid Canadians are face to face with
a new problem. It is, how shall we so manage our
tariff as to exclude as completely as may be the pro-
ducts of the United States from our maikets, while at

the same tme mposing upon umports from Great
Britamn and our sister colomes such duties only as are
absc'utely necessary to the existence of our Canadian
industres.



