
ing it, was, for mvany agzes, .aiid amng Inaîî n'il )on$,
a prevaiting opinion. -Though, low to ascertain où
what foundation the earth rested, or lioiv in ceoint
for the veiocity wvith ivhich the heavcrily lurnînales
Meemed to move round it, they k-ncw not. For a, I&.)g
seriesof ages, Europe continued in ignorince of. str-
nlomy, as weIl as of the other sciences. '['le revival cef
astrondmiecat studies, some have dated froni the times
of.tho Emperor Frederick, whlo, in the thirteriiih ceïi-
tury; cauistd the astronomical' treatise of Ptolemtv, Io
betranslated into Latin. Is it no a strong int iinatton
of the utility of pliiosophý,, and its subservience to ilie
advancèment of-religion, that t he revival of the former,
4nd th6 reformnation offahe latter, Ïhappened alniost,. at
one tinte?. Important, indeed,' îs thé «stiperstrîîet trê,
wuic.ourçmodern phillosophers have raised upon Ihat
noble fotûndation, wichel thiegreat Baconi, u)wards of'
two 1)umdred years ago, -began to lay. he honour of
reàtorifig and establishing thle true sotar svstem, be-'
loiigs; *in.a peculiar mnnr, to Coperîiicils, a nativteiDf
Théra,, b4hn ini the year 1472. 'Ail the. books wvriUIVh
liy jihilosophers m- d astrbohomers, Nvichlibi( cie U folind,
hctcôllhcted an-d pýrised;and -al1 the vauious hypothe-
ses theyhad, i mvented, for flie sôlutioh of the celestinl
phe»ioàièna, hie ex.amined. The resùlt wvas a firfrn P01
stiasioni -that the Only itiue, systéntwa.s «the Pythagc-

reax ;:wîic.~ake flc tm.toho hecentre, and!the'
earthto . o~totily ounid'tie. sim, but also rouind

its owliaNis. Airlet er pn ic~tnpù-
iig the p1icnorenà of the hxeavenis, in makin- îwatlw-
matical caleufatitons, iii èxam ing -thè obseriation- (iof
tbe ancierits, and in 4-aking nei ories ol'his ow-n, lie
1'ully estabishiedtilat systein of the universe, whichl now
goes býy his name, and is universally received iih'
scientiÀic men of ail nations. Greati- lia.; the iee
of astronomv been iniproved by the invention and uise
of telescopes. ThFis- iniprovesueiît is attributed in
Galileo, a fanions iiathientatic-iani- andi astroilouler, the
.son of a Florenfine noblemnan, boru in the yrar j .W6 1.
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