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ing it, ‘was, for many’ ages, and among many nations,

a prevailing opinion. Though, how 0 ascertain on
what foundation the carth rested, or how ta aceount
for the velocity with which the heavenly lnminaries
seemed to move round it, they knew not.  Tor a long
series.of ages, Europe continucd in ignorance of astro-
nomy, as well as of the other sciences.  The revival of
astronomical studies, some have dated from the times
of .the Emperor Frederick, who, in the thirteenth cen<
tury; caused the astronomical treatisc of Ptolemy, to
be translated into Latin.  Isit not a strong intimation
of the utility of plilosophy, and its subservience to the
advancement of religion, that the revival of the former,

and the reformation of the latter, happened almost. at
ane time . Impertant, indeed, is the superstracture,

whicli.ouranodern philesophers have raised upon thar
noble foundation, which the great Bacon, upwards of
two hundred years ago, berr'm to lay. The honour of
restoting and pbtabhshm« “tue true solar system, be.’
longs) i a peeuh'u‘ manner, to Lopermcus, a native of
Thora, born in the year 1472. ~ All the books written’
by philosophers and astrohomers, which could be found,

hercollected and perused;and all the various hypothe-

ses theyhad invented for the solution of the celestial
phenexniena, he examined. - - The restlt wasa firm pow-
shasion; that the only truc. systemuiwas the Pythage-
real 3 which makes the ssm. t0 be the centre, and'the’
egrthsto move, ot only roundthe sun, but also round
its own axis. After tw entv ycars spent nr contemplai-
ing the phenomeni of the heavens, in muking mathe-

maticat caieniauons, m’esamning the obqer\ ations of
the ancierits, and in making new ones of his own, he
fully estabhshed that system o{ the universe, which now
goes by his name, and is universally received 1w
scicutific men of all nations.  Greatly "has the science
of astronomy been improved by the invention and use
of telescopes. This improvement is attributed 10
Galileo, a famous mathematician and astronomer, the

son of a Tlorentine nobleman, born in the year 1561
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