IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES,

the wall« and furningre of the stately mansion.
Its gorgeons lustre imparts an air of wmagnifi-
cence to all avound it and if, as some think,
this psalmy was the composition «f Solomon,
in whobe temple and i whose palace there
was such a houndless protusion of the preci-
ous material, the statement of the wxt, com-
ing from one who had so passionate n taste fur
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tioyed, the Seriptures possess, such an unk-
qualled superiority, that alt who have learned
w estimate them at theie true value, will say,
in the lunguage of the text, *“ More to be de-
sived ave they than gold, yea, than much fine
Cgold And in what respeets is theic superi-
, ority so surpassingly great above gold, and
Cthe finest gold 2 Consider the origin and na-

the splendid aund the luxurious, is stamped | ture ofeach,  Guld is & material substance,
with a peculiar significance.  Moreover, gold | formed in subterranean mines by some uu.
is the purest of all metallic substances. kuown and nnseen agents of nature. It is
Though exposed to the aetion of the hottest i found in certain countries chiefly, concealed
furnace, it loses nothing of its nature, of its 'in the bowels of the earth, mbedded in heaps,
substantial properties, or characteristicappear- | of sand, or adhering to the mountain debris,
ance ; and, though freed from ail mixture of | which is washed dwn by the rivalets that de-
alloy, it remains as solid ani weighty as before : scend into the noighbouring valleys. It is
Then, again, as & circulating medium in the | not till it has passed through the hands of the
sotial intercourse of life, it is the only thing reﬁlxgr, a.nd heen |3unhed from the h;tse{ ma-
fnpnble oftpmvlelrsal usle. ?}her mt::uusl may Lfnal.j s\*lnh whic! fu ma;,' huppexlxlt(:l be mlxeld,
e conventionally emploved i certain places, . that 1t becomés fit to be monkled into the
and in a certain state of society ; but beyond ! cain of the realm, or fashioned into that infi«
}hut hmlnted raugel.lt.hey ]m'e lulxkfnowﬁ and use- | nito variety of light or ?ohd finery to which,
ess; whereas gold is adapted for all quarters ® the art of man can apply it.  But how lus-
of the world. bl’eople of :l\ll ranks al(lld of all | trous sosver may be il}‘; ]bé:ml)‘, and how gor-
regions have learned to appreciate it, as its | geous svever its magnificence, it is of the
worth, unaffected by auny changes, cither of | earth, earthy ; and although it constitutes one
time or society remains the same as when it | of the chief elements that impart grandeur tu
first came into t‘hg hands of jts possessor. rank, splendour to aﬁlycnce, and that foym
‘}ud, llast off al}i it 1‘s thul standird by wluc(*]h  the emblems foi aullllwmy u“dl power to uu;
the value of all other things is estimated. ' great, itis after all no more than a piece o
Whatever charms an object may possses inthe | matter, superior indeed in appearance, but the
eves of its maker, or however highly prized | same in substance with the dust on which we
it may be by him who owns it, the ideal'merit | tread. *
aseribed to it by such partial and interested |  “Lurn now to the Word of God; and when
Ju('](:;es, is xf)ey[er regn;'ded hyl x'ine vm]rld lzas an | you cpnsxider its (x;‘igin and n'amrei )(:lu _w.illl
evidence of its worth ; sl its veal value is | perceive how much more it is to be desirec
left to be determined by the price it will bring ' than gold, or the finest gold. It is not of
in ]goldli , : ¢ earthly origin—for itis not the growth of na.
u all these respects, thig precious metal is | ture—it was not born wigh mau, nor had it &
a fit emblem of the Seriptures, aud the whole "ocal habitation, when, Qn the completion of
range of nature eould not have furnished to ' his creative work, God lovked on all that e
the imagination of the saered poet a more ap- * had done, and, provounged it good. It was
propriute subject of comparisan by which to  intraduced long after from a special cause;
describe the transcendent excellence of the ' and althqugh its statements of necessity pass-
\Vord!of God. l'l he high-tonead purity that . ed, through the mjuds, its words were uttered
pervades it, and by whien iy is distinguiched | by the Bips, andrecorded by the pen of men,
ahave all other books, notwithsianding the " =it bears so litdle resemblance to any pro~
crust of earthly eovruption with which it is ne- | duetion of theirs ever known or hearw of in
'c!essa(\rliiy ussotinted in recording the history of * the world, as plaiuly bespeaks itshaving come
the Church-in the world; in its being gdapred ! from a higher quarter.  Its styvle is s» much,
for the benefiv of men in every rauk and L(;n- : more cji;,,):nii'ied1 and commandi £ than, the
‘l}mm\ ni; llﬂ'e, ':mdl in all cmmmles ;md ages of | wreatest or boldest of mortals would dare to
the workl; its being the only Divine and ' assume—~jts discoveries stretch forwardin adi=
prerfect standard by which the value of things ' rection so remote from the course, which ail,
131 tln; world must e die:cmm)ed—h}' which | human researcues have ever unif. rmly taken
all chavacters are judged, all actipns are —the principle that pervades itis so humili-
weighed, and the law fulness or exceilpnce of, Lating to the native pride of man, and the
all pursuiis are tried j~—thess characleristics , whole of fis detsils of a, kind to the iavention
of which the powers of man. are so manifestly

of the Scriptures are well represented by the |
unequal, that every intelligent, and reflecting

precious metal alluded to in the text; and in |
all these poinis of comparison, the Seriptures, ' mind must be convinced, that he is not the

amongst books in the possession of men, | author: and then, when we consider its chac-
stand equally high as gold does ampng the | ater, it is of such pre-eminent purity, it
substances of the natural world. . breathes such a spirit of holiness, displays

But at this point all equality or fitness in,| such steru opposition to every form and de-
the comparison ends ; and in other respects, ' gree of iniquity and vice, makes such an ef-
{armore important thay any I have yet.mey- | fectualprovision for the banishmens of all mp~



