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c~orporations aind the Arrôts of li superior or Sovereigîî Courts. (1)
Iii a narrowver sense, it signifies aU lIaws whiclî einanate froin the

King directly, and those ouly ; (2) but, in its most limited iniport, it itý
confined te sucli generat laws as are enacted by thie Sovereign in per-
Son, and are raLlier codes of regulations respecting one or more bran-
ches of Jurisprudence, than provisions for particular objects, and this
15 its proper signification. (3)

In Luis sense the ordinance of Johin the 1. of March- 13.56 ; (4)
cn-- of Charles the VII cf July 1538, usually called the pragmatiec
sanction ; (5) another cf Charles VII of ectober 1446 ; (6) another
of the saine monarch, of April 1453, usually called the ordinance or
Jjontil les Tours. (7) The ordinance cf Louis the XII cf Mardi
1498 ; (8) that of Francis thc I cf October 1535, commonly called
te ordinance of Yz m'r T-ille ; (9) another cf the sarne rnonarch or
June 1536, ustually calied the edict of Creînieux ; (10) another cf the
saine raonarch, cf the montlî cf August 1539, commrouly called the or-
dinance cf Villars Cotterets ; (11) one cf Charles thie IX cf January
1560, commonly calledi the ordinance cf Orleanîs; (12.) another cf
the saine Monarcli cf January 1563, commonly calle d the ordiîiance
cf Rousillon ; (13) another cf the sanie Monarcli, cf February 1566,
commonly called the ordinance cf Moulins ; (14) one cf Henry thc 111
of May 1579, ccrnmorily called the ordinance cf Blois. (15) The ce-
tebrated edict cf April 1598, cornmonlýr called the edict cf Nantes,
(16) and that cf Louis the XIII of January '1629, better known by
tlhc nanies cf Code Michaud and code Mýarillac, (17) are the principal
ordinance enacted before the crection cf the Sove;eign Couiîcil cf Que-
bec. (18>

The ordinance cf January 1629, which is cne of the mcst extcu-
tiive anid best digested, wvas enregistered in a cc Lit dc Justice," held
in the Parliainent cf Paris, on the. lStlî January, 1629. It wvas compiled
by Michel do Marillac, then keeper cf Uhc seals, by order cf thc Car-
dinal De Richelieu, and wvas, at first, received wvith great approbation,
wvhicli it iveli merits. But on Uhec deatli cf the Marechal de MAarilimo,
ivho wvas brought te tlie scafl'old by ilie Cardinal, the seals were taken
frorn his brother, Michel, wvho was irnprisoned, and died cf a broketi
heart in the Castie cf <Jhateaudrin in 1632.
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