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to retard rather than accelerate the
happy day when "swords shall be
beaten into plQw-shares and spears into
pruning hooks.Y Because \Vhittier
was in advance of his trnes in , ail
moral reforins we do flot wish to infer
that Tennyson, in this matter, wvas be-
hind his generation. If we can praise
and revere Whittier for the Christlike-
ness in his living, no one can seriously
blame 'vennyson for the wvorldlikeness
in his.

.In conclusion, if we were driven to
bay by the question, Il Vhich of the
two were the greater ?" we wvould say
that Tlennyson was the greater poet
and artist ; WAhittie-r the greater writer
and mian.

EDGAR MU. Z-AVITZ.

SOWING THE SEED.

,An 1ssay rcadl hefore a N'oing People- 1leeting.

One of the most common compari-
son% in the Bible is that of sowing the
seed. Several of the prophets have
used thiis figure, and Jesus lias given
us several beautiful parables contain-
ing the saine idea.

Let us see what is meant by sowing
the seed, Every word and evcry deed
of ours hias sorne effect on those
around us. It may appear ro pass un-
noticed, but yet it hias sorne effeet on
ourselves, and on others, for either
good or evil. Our -words and actions,
thien, are the seed, and the effect they
produce is the plant that grows frorn it
and produces fruit. It behooves us,
theri, to be careful what we say and
do, for wve are told Ilwhatsoever a man
soweth, that shaîl hie also reap." Sone
other lines, containing somiewhat the
saine idea, corne to my mind:

4Boys, flying kites, pull in their wvhite-WiDg.
ed birds;.

You can't dlo that vith words.

A tbougbt, unspoken, may fail back dead,
But God, himself, can't kili lit when it's

Said. '>

"Ne shail next speak more particu-
larly of sowing good seed, that is,
speaking words or doing deeds with

the intention of producing a good re-
sult. Let us not negleet to s0w the
seeds becauàse of the apparently barren
or evil nature of the soul, for we are-
told, IlIn the rnorningr sow thy seed,
and in the evening withhiold not thine
hand ; for thou kn west flot whether
shail prosper, this or that, or whet.her
they both shial be alîke good." And
in Jesus' parable of the sower we learn
that some seed 'vas devoured by the
fowls of the air ; somue was scorched by
the hot suni, and sorne was choked by
the thorns, and yet that which feul on

go , round brought forth sorne an
hundred-fold, somne sixty-fold, and
sorne thirty fold. Let us not be dis-
couraged by the apparentiy barren
nature of the soul. It wvas while on the
desert road between jerusalein and
Gaza that: Philip sowed the seed mn
the heart of the Ethiopian ennuch,.
that sprang up ard grew iilI it becanie
the Abyssiniari~ churchi. The prophet
Isaiahi speaks ini the saine ,itrain,
IlBlessed are ye that s. -w beside al
waters, that send forth thither the feet
of the ox and the ass.'

Again, let us not hiesitate to sow be-
cause our seed seerns so sinaîl, be-
cause there seerns so little for us to,
say or do. For Jesus, in a beautiful
parable, says:--" T*he kingdoni of
heaven us like to a grain of mustard
beed, which a man took and sowed in
his field; which, indeed, is the least of
aIl seeds; but wvben it is grown it i:
the greatest arnong hierbs, and becoin-
eth a tree, so that the birds of the air
corne and lodge in the branches thiere-
of." let us rernember,ý ais o, that
lesus blesscd even the cul) of cold
water given in J-is naie.

And finally, let none of us despair bu-
cause we have spent so miuch of our
life in gratifying our owvn desires and
lusts, but let us turn and serve the
Lord, who hias promised that if we
serve Humi the wasted turne shial be
made good. His prophet tells us so
in that beautifuil figure, Iwh etr
the years that the locust biath eaten."

Therefore, friends, let us stri'. e,.
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