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We beg to direct attention Io the advertise-
ment in tliis number of George Vail, Esuire,
of Troy, State of Neiv York, who proposes to
se11 several superior animais of the short-horn
l)reed of Englishi couile, original!y purchased
from Mr. Bates, of England, ilîo %vas weii
knoivn as having the vcry hest breed of titose
catte. We have flot had an opportunity of
seeing Mr. Vail's stock, but we have lieard
thcm spoken of in te highest terris; and from
the picture of a Durhami cowv (whvlich appears in
the Transactions of the York Saie A griculturai
Society for 1847), belonging t0 Mr. Vail, ive
must think highly or the stock offered for sale.
It amfords a very favourable opportunity to any
person wishing to purchase animais of the
pure Durham breed, to apply to Mr. Vail, as,
in ail probability, they con be purchased froin
that gentleman on much more favourable terrns
thon in England, including the cost of impor-
tation.

One Agricultural Society alone has purcha-
scd 1,000 lbs. of tue foreign clover seed im-
poried, by Mr. Shepheril this year, or nearly
one-sixth of bbe ivhole. Many other Socie-
tics have nîso purchasedl these and other seeds
for distribution. Thire are several excellent-
rzamples of wheat, barley, pease, beans, onts,
&c., sent to Mr. Shcepherd's by agriculturists
who have raised t.hem, and thius affording per-
sons rcquiring to purchase sced, a favourable
opportunity tu obtain -whlat is most suitable for
their souls, when bhey Can be informed of the
quality of the soul upon which the sample was
grown.

DIRECTIONS FOR PROPERLY SOWING
CORN AND OTHER SEEDS.

BY DR .. Il. W. DEWHURST, F. R. A. S.

So,ýviN.- is'one of the principal processes of the
cultivator; it is pcrformcd in various ways-viz.,
broad-casing., dibbiing, or driliing. In broad-
casting, the seed is înost commonly ovnon the
seed furrowv, and no care is, or can bc taken rcg-
ulating the dcpth of the qeeds excepi only as
happens from the -action of the implcmcnts cm-
ployed. The plough ]caves a furrowed surface,

and wvhen the seed is thirowvn over, il, falis ex-
actly iu the ecases between the furroivs, and
at unequal depths, before it is covercd b y the3
harrows. From thiscircumstanice theseed ligs
risc unequaliy, both as'to lime and initer-dis-
tances, being too thick in the creases and too
thin, or cntireiy absent on the backs of the fur-
rows. This circuinstance is particuiarly visi-
ble in fields of lea wvhcat, and hence arises a
dimýinislied crop; it wvas a defect in the mcthod
of sowing, %vhiici could not beoverooked by Ilhe
inteli±rcnt, fanmer; hience the invention of ma-
chines for drilling in the seed, which wvas at-
tended by several advanit-zges-vîz., a molle
equal distribution of the seed; by which a por-
tion was savedi; laying in the seed at a proper
depth, and( giving factiiity to te operations of
the liand-hioer ln the spring.By ensote
machine thie seed is deposited and covered
with a iight harrow attached, or by a set of hian-
rows to folloiv ; the plants nise reguiarly, and
ripen, as -weil as an cqualiy negult-.ar sam-
pie of grain. Thus the great adivani-tage ofdril-

iigconsists in iaying- ite seeds at a proper
deth the machine bcing so constructe d as 10

go' deeper or shalloiver at the option of the
sower. Dibbling corn, such as wvheat: and
beand, is anoth or plan by which a portion of

15e i savcd, and the rest is piaced lu the soil
at a propen depth; and, moneover, dlibbling is
particlrly neccssary on tender land, wliich
cau admit of but vcry liltie tnampiing of horses
or the labour of the harrowvs, a vcny siit, rnove-
ment of the surface bein- sufficient in both ca-
Ses.

There are, however many farmers -%vlo use
-icither drills non dibbiers, and yct are equally
successful if thein land is suflicienlv finin and
dry at seed-time, so that they can 6nly obtain
one inch of loose mould upon the surface by the
action of the harrows. On such a surface a
good broadcast scedsman -%ill seed] the landi so
regularly that evcry square inch shall bear ils
plant without gaps and witlîout cnowvding,,; by
wvhich regulantyt of plant, each standingr as II;
%verc insulated, the whole ivill risc in close or-
d en,- so that the ivhole surface is occupicd;

cd lplant is alloNvcd to tiller, accondinig as the
land. is more or less rich; no thin placesi Ioe n-
cournage oven luxurian! -'rowvtl, and pnobably
mildew; nor anywhere sO bhick -as Io cause a
huntful rivalny among ea<:r.h other.

There is a proper distance at wvhich -,vheat
plants, as we il as tîtose of aIl other sorts of
corn, should stand, in order te arrive at ftill
perfection. We not only Nvant a hcavy, 'but,
morcover, a fair standing crop. It is neces-
sary that corn should grov up in close onder, te
shade, she'tcer, and support cach other's stems.
if %Vhlat, for example, wcerc dibbled in at 12
inch distances, the crop wvould be neithen a
standing, nor a profitable one ; the plants wvould
be individually strong, wcll tilicred, and irige-


