2564 SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

CATECHISM QUESTION,

What is the difference between the visible and the |

inv lBIIIl\. Church ?

By the visible Church is meant the whole nun ber of
those who belong to Christian societies; the i .visible
<Church is the company of all true believers in every age,

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,

The Story of a Crime,

1. CoverousNEss,
1. Heavy and displeased. v.
' No peuce. ...to the wlcked » Isa. 57, 21.
2. Because. . Naboth. . give. .
“Woe to liim that covemlh " Hab,
3. Would eat no bread. v.
“His days are wrrow-, and his travail grief."
Eccl. 2. 22,

11. CounskL.
1. Jezebel. ...came to him. v. 5.
“TTake counsel....that they may add sin to sin.”
80. 1.

Isa.
2. Why is thy spirit o sad ? v.

* Pierced....through with many sorrows.” 1 Tim.
6. 10.
3. Dost thou no ? v. 7.
““ Better....he that rnleth his spirit."” Prov. 16, 82.

4. Let thine heart be merry. v.
"Tnke thine ease, eat, drlnk ‘and be merry." Luke

19.
5. lell give thee the vineyard. v. 7.
* Covet fields, and take them by violence.” Micah
2.2

111. Conspiraoy.
1. Wrote letters. .. .to the nobles.
“ Wicked plouelh against lhejusl " Psa, 37.12.
laim a fast. v.9.
** A cloak o mnllclonnnm "' 1Pet. 2. 16,
3. Set Ne on high. v.
** Conspired against him to slay him.” Gen. 37. 18.
Set two men. . . .to wilness. v
“Such as breathe out crn-lty fud Pm 7. 12.
Stone him that he die. v.
IS Mnke haste to shed innocent blood " Isa. 59. 7

1V, Cri
ob(a did. .. as Jezebel had sent. v,
“No fear of God before their eyes." Rom 3. 18,
Men of Belial wilnessed. v. 13.
"Het at speaketh lleuhnll perish.” Prov. 19, 9.
. Naboth did blaspheme. v.
“lmxig ‘lol my charge lhlngl that T knew not." Psa.

4. Carried him forth....and Ionrdhlm \ 18.

* Woe to the bloody city ! "' Ezek. 24,
V. CONDEMNATION,

1. Thus saith the Lord. v. 19,
“ Provoked the Hol; One " Isa. 1. 4,

2. Where dogs licked the blood. v. 19,
** Cast him into lhe;; g 2

8. Shall dogs lick th 19.
“The dogs Ilcked up his’ hlood " 1 Kings 22, 38,

i

»©

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
Thoughts on Naboth’s Vineyard.

. How much of evil and trouble comes from worldly
pouaulons ! Naboth's vineyard cost its owner a dear

pric

i. ‘How much harm comes from looking with covet-
ous desire upon the things of others !

« A gin, though done for fear or for favor, is none

the less a sin.

4. We ay sin by proxy, but we must suffer in per-
son.

5. Not even a king has power to make wrong right,
or good evi

6. He whu sells himeelf to work evil gets a small
price for his pains,

English Teacher’s Notes.
Tuere is no human being we fecl more inclined
to pity than a slave, one who is considered the

property of another, and whose time, and strength,
and talents, and cncrgies, are absolutely at that

other's disposal. To put an end to slavery among
her people, America laid down the lives of thoy
sands of her brave sons. For the same cause Ey.
! gland has given freely of her gold, and to this day
her vessels wateh for the slave dhows on the Eyy
African coast, and rescue many of the unfortunate
heings who have been stolen from their homes and
destined to pass their lives in bondage. To be sld
as a slave is to deseend to a condition of the utmost

| degradation, of misery, und of hopelessness. A slayve

inhmtunce X o

is of no account in the world; his feelings, his
wishes, his opinions, go for nothing. A slave must
work for his master, and work without paymen,
A sluve must suffer whatever his master chooses to
put upon him; he has no redress. If such a one
had a chance to regain his freedom, would he not
seize it eagerly ? What then should we think of 4
man who would sell himself into slavery—who
would of his own choice give up his freedom, and
become the property of another! Sueh a man
could not even enjoy the price paid him for his vol-
untary surrender: once a slave, all that he possessed
must be at his master’s disposal.

Yet v e read to-day of one who sold himself, and
sold himself to a definite work under a hard task-
master,

Who isthis poor slave? 1t is Ahab, king of Is-
rael. A king a slave! One would have thought
that he who ruled others must himself be free,
But we shall see that he was not. He had much 1o
make life pleasant to him. He had great oppor
tunities for usefulness. God had been very mrci-
ful to him, first in sending rain upon the land, and
giving him room to repent of his misdeeds, as well
as a prophet at his side to help and guide him;
and secondly, in delivering him and his country
from the Syrians, Chap. 20, But he has used none
of his opportunities ; lie is not even enjoying his
beautiful palace and gardens at Jezreel. Though
he has the name and state of a king, he is actually
a poor slave,

Look at this poor slave at work, Ver. 4, Tlere
he lies, moody and miserable, refusing cven to eat,
because he cannot have Naboth's vineyard, But
some will say this is not work. Not work with
the hands, certainly, and not work in the sense of
profitable labor. But it is work, or, rather, hard
toil. His mind has no rest. It is a prey to discon-
tent, It is desiring, and coveting, .md brooding
over its disappointment, The 88 working,
thinking, wishing, regretting, worrying, of the
mind is far harder toil than that of the laborer in
the fields or the blacksmith at the forge, And
Alab gets weary and warm with this fretting, use-
less labor.

But see him working in another way. There is
asolemn assembly at Samaria. A man is brought
forth to be tried for blasphemy. Witnesses come
forward and swear that he is guilty., And yctall
this is a mere mockery., The judges very well
know that Naboth is innocent, and that the wit-
nesacs are linrs, Why then does the innocent suf-
fer the terrible punishment of blasphemy? Be-
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