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Religion and Science.

3 % ELIGION nnplus man’s union with God. The word is

. derived from religare, whieh, in its widest sense, sig-
g nifies a living union of man and God. Why living?
(Ko & Because it is effected by vital acts of men, by his
ﬂlou"hts desires and actions. It is by means of rehglon that
we pay to our Creator the honor, the respeet, the homage which
is rightfully IIis due. Happiness ecan only- be -obtained by sub-
mission to God and by obedience to His holy will —that is, by
practicing religion. . .

We may conslder religion as a seience which far surpasses
the other sciences in excellence. -But there is a vast difference
between the seience of religion and the other seiences. The sub-
stance of the former is communieated by divine revelation of the
latter by exercise of reason. The certainty of other sciences de-
pend upon the reason of man, that of religion depends upon the
wisdom and truthfulness of God. As far, then, as God exeels
man, so far does the science of religion excel the other seiences.

Faith is the prime requisite of religion. There are many
things which cur petty minds caniot grasp; but the faet that
these things have been spoken and established by God Ilimself
is sufficient proof for us to believe them. True, many things
viewed in the light of reason, seem to us impossible; but, never-
theless, we bcheve them because we have the highest motives for
our belief. Our faith in God, Who cannot err, cnablcs us to do
sc.

Looking over the history of the past, and also of {he present
time, we find its pages debased by the opinions of mauny, prin
cipally men of knowledge, who laugh and scoff at the very idea
of religion, who have drifted so far away from God as to iold
{heir opinions superior to those of their Creator, who cven deny
ihe existence of God. Where such ideas exist, religion ean have
no place, and no honor or respeet is shown to the All-powerful.
Puffed up with their own erroncous opinious, they are not con-
tent to kccp them to themselves, but, instead, impart them to
others, giving perhaps seemingly apparcnt reasons, which appeal
to many. The result is that many people are 10-1(1 astray.

Knowledge and religion should go hand-in-hand. But, un-
fortunately, too often ihe reverse is the case. In many instances.
as a man’s learving increases, his virtue deercases. Tlis faith is



