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-ELIGION imiplies man's union with God. The -%'ord i$
decrivcd froin religare, wivihl, in its widest sense, sig-

j iifics a living- union of mnan and God. *Whlly living?
l3ecausc it is effected by vital acts of men, by his

lhoughts, desires and actions. It is by mcanzis of religion that;
-ie pay to our Creator the lionor, flic respect, tlle hornage -hliell
is i-ighitfilly luVs due. Happiness eau only- be -obtained by sub-
mission to God and by obedience to His hioly -,îil1-thiat is, by
pract.ieing religion.

Wc iiiay consider -religion as a science -%hicell far suipasses
the otlier sciences in excellence. -But tlere is a vast diffecrence
betweei hIe science of religion and thle other sciences. The sub-
stance of the former is coiiimuicaeted by divine revelation of the
latter by exercise of reason. The certainty of otiier sciences de-
pend upon the reason of mian, that of religion depends up1)01 the
wisdomn and truthfulncss of God. As Lir, then. ais Godl exc.zels
man, so far does the science of religion excel Ille othier sciences.

Faitli is the prime requisite of religion. Thiere are niany
things -whichi cur pe.tty nîiinds ca-,nnot grs;but the fact thiat
these tlîings hiave been spokzen and establishied by God Ilinscîf
is suffleicut proof for uis ho believe themn. Truc, iiiany lhings
viewved in the lighit of reason, seexui to us impossible; but, never-
theless, we 1)elieve tlîcm because wc ]lave Illi ighest motives for
our belief. Our faith in God. Who cannot eri', enables us to do
Se.

Lookzing over the histoýy of tlie past. and ailso of' iie present
wcie -v find its pages debxased by the opiniions of murauy, prin

eipally iil of linlow'lcdge, -o laugh and scoif at flic veiýy idea
of religion, wh.lo kave driftcd so far away froin God -as to hold
their opinions superior te those of thieir Creator, oevndy
Ille existence of God. 'Where; suchi ideas; e.xiste religion Cali have
no place, and ne lionor or respect is shîewn to Ile il]-,owerful.
Puffed up w'vithi thecir own. erroncous opinions, thcy arc net, coni-
tent to keep t1hîem to thieiselves, but, instcad, inipart themi 1o

otrsgiving pcrhaps scemiingly apparent rcea.sonis, %vlieh. appeAl
Io nlialiy. The, resuit, is thiat nuany people arc lead astra.

1Knowledge aud religion should go ]iand-i-mand. But, un-
fortunately, t-oo often ili. reverse is the case. Iu inany inistan.lces.

as inan's lcarnincg increases, bis virtlle derenses. lis faitlî is

177


