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TORONTO, WEDNESDAY, OCT. 2ND, 1895.

T IIERE was aserious ommission of duty the
other day in Toronto. The youthful Duke

of Maiborougli passed through the city and no-
body seems to have asked him wvhat he thoughit of
US.

I) REMIER BOWELL is reported ta have said
that the Indians of the North-West begin

their pow tvows îith the government with a rcquest
and end them vth a dcmand. Perhaps the Red
man learned this methad from bis pale-faced
brother.

THLE I-on. Mr. Quitnet, the head and front of
Tthe Ilierarchical party in Quebec, visited

the town of Collingwood last week and made an
oration at the great Northern Fair. One of the
press reports says that an allusion ta an appropria-
tion far the Collingwood harbour wvas reccived with
49wild applause." Collingwvaod is the Capital of
Mr. D'Alton McCarthy's constituency.

IN a letter to the Globe on the Manitoba School
Question Mr. joseph Martin, M.P., politely

describes Principal Grant as «« a conceited hu m-
bug."i Had the Principal desired ta carry on the
discussion ini the spirit and style in which Mr.
Martin writes lie might have told the readers af
the Globe that Mr. joseph Martin, M.P., is an Ag-
nostic and that bis Agnosticism may have h ad a
close and natural connection with bis wish ta
Il obliterate " ail trace of religion froru the school
systern of Manitoba.

WE noti ce that the political friends af Mr.WWm. Smith, M.P. for South Ontario, are
urging his clairns for the important position of
Dominion Minister of Agriculture. It would be an
excellent appaintment. Mr. Smith is an intelligent
gentlermanasuzcessful practical farmer, an experi.
enced parliamentarian, and generally wcll versed
in public affairs. Thie Ottawa Gavernment would
materially strengthen itspasitian ith thegreat farm-
ing interest af the country by placing the portfolio
of Agriculture in the hands of the members for
South Ontario.

QUITE frequently we sec juries denounced
in the press because they brought in a ver-

,dict af not guilty after the trial judge was
supposed to have charged against the prisaner. Lt
neyer secmns ta occur tci such critics thatjurors have
minds of their own, and have taken an oath ta, do
their duty. Nor does it ever accur ta them that
sbrme judges arc quite as fallible as jurors, and that
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aIl are more or less so. Still less doos it occulr ta
theni that even an editor may bc mistaken at
tumes. H-e neyer makes a meaner mistake than
wvhen he assumes that the sale duty of a jurcsr iq to
say ditto to thc judge.

T UE president of the Baptist Unioua o Great
Britalin recently spent a Sabbath in Toronta

and his experience in twa of the cicy churches
made him lsarry for the people af Toronto if
the sermons lie heard are specimens of Taronto
preaching. Uc wvlites that in the morning lie %vent
ta a Baptist Churcli and heard a sermon on " State
Education," Manitoba sdhooi question probabiy.
Ln the evening lie went ta a Methodist Churcli and
heard a sermon on sanie political question about
wvbich he knew nothing and cared less. The presi-
dent thinks the Toronta people must be Ilhungry
for things spiritual." Our distinguîshed visitor is
mistaken. If the people who worship in these
churcies wvcre hungry for things spiritual tiiey
would soon put an end ta political preaching.

W E regret ta announce the death, on th e
evening af Thursday last, at Kingston, of

the venerabie Rev. Dr. Wiiliamson, af Queen's Uni-
versity at the age af ninety, and aiter a proies-
sorial career of over fifty years. The doctor's
varied attainnients and the needs of Queen's in its
carlier years demanded from him very varied ser-
vices, and at one time or another lie filled every
chair in the University, aithaugli mathemnatics, and,
later, astranamy, wvere those which properly belong-
cd ta hlm. The doctor was twice married, his
second wife being the sister af the late Sir John A.
Macdonald. He was alivays known as the stud-
ent's triend, and wvas ever ioved and revered by ahl
who sat under him or knev him. Ilis funeral
taak place yesterday juesday) under the auspices
af QuecWs University, the students forming a
guard af honor.

O N Friday at noan, the veteran missianary of
aur Church, Rcv. G. L. MacKay, D.D.,

with Mrs. MacKay and famuly, and the Chinese
student wha has been visiting Canada with him,
left thc Union Station for Formosa. Twenty-four
ycars ago Dr. MacKay leit this country, unknown
comparatively, and untried, ta enter upon mis-
sionary wvark in North Formosa, and there, by
apastoiic zeal, consecration, and unremitting and
most laboriaus toi], as wcil as by his unique meth-
ods af work, lie lias accompiished results wvhich
have made his tiame, and, wve may add, thc namne
ai aur Church knoovn in aIl Christian lands.
Tbis is lis second, and in ail prabability lis iast,
visit ta, his native land. Many prayers will foilow
hlm, and a jayful welcome awaits hlm in bis be-
loved Formosa, from hundreds who have been, by
the blessing of God on bis labors, brougît out of
heathen darkness into thc marvellous light of the
gospel of Christ. It will bectice vish and prayer
of ail that le may bce long spared ta carry on bis
great and good work. A large number af fricnd s
wvere at thc station ta bld thc Doctor and party
farewcll. A volume, we may add, detailing his
labors; is cxpected soon ta appear.

THLE utter callapse ai the case against thc
Grays in Peterboroughi, the acquittai af a

prfssional man in Bradford, wha vas undoubted-
ly innocent ofithe odiaus charge laid against hlm,
thc acquittai af two men in Muskoka charged with
murder on evidence that any liw student in his
first ycar would know ta be insufficient, make it
absolutely necessary for soie one to put an end
ta this continuai tampering with the liberty and
the dharacter aof Her Majesty's subjects in this
Province. Thc Grays were dragged aIl the way
fram Florida on a charge ai murder, and the evid-
ence was s0 insufficient that Chancellor l3oyd
stopped the trial wvhcn the evidence for the defence
was not mare than hall ln. In the other cases there
was absolutely nothing ta justify arrest. Zeal in
the administration af justice is praiseworthy but thc
ian arrcsted lias his riglits as well as thc crown.
To injure the character of an innocent man by
putting hlm on trial, ta destroy his peace and bc-
smirch bis reputation for 111e, is itself a crime. The
state lias no rigît ta commit crimes any mare than
the individual. justice miscarries as certainly
when an innocent man is %vronged as when a guîlty
marn escapes. Lt is more than time that the On-
tario Pinkertons were called down.

[ÇbCT. 2tIt, 1895,

PRINCIPAL GRAArTTON THE MANITO?4
SCHIOOL QUESTION.

TT is well knotvn ta mast of aur readerç thatJPrincipal Grant lias becu engagcd ft.r sorne
tie in investigating this difficult, and ir, saine re-
spects burning public quiestion, and that the resuits
of lis labours have been cammunicated ta thce Qtc
in a series of six letters af considerable lcnglh
Our readers who know this may nat 50 gencrally
have read them i îth care, even wvhen tley have had
access ta thern, and as many may not have seen
theni, v propose, for the benefit o ai al sucli, ta set
forth as briefly, and as far as passible the main
facts Dr. Grant has given, and present the conclus.
ions lie has arrived at alter a stu'Jy af thc questîoil
This anly; for thc present we offer no opinion.
We may in a subsequent article present some of
the chief criticisms 'vhich bis letters have cailcd
forth.

We nleed say nolhing of Dr. Grant's fitness b
do this wvork. Few men, ln the Daminion,perhas
no one, could bc found in ail respects better fitei
ta periorm such as task as lie bas pcrformed %witlin
thc time he lias been able ta give ta it. In addi-
tion ta ail bis natural fitness for it, every facility
that cauld be wished for the best performanceoi
his task %vas freely afforded hlm by ail parties wvher
ever lie went. The importance of the subject às
sucli as ta entitle it ta the careful and enlightend
attention af every patriotic citizen wliether d~
Manitoba or ai any other Province.

B0IE1890.

Elghteen ninety is the pivotai period. Thc statc
ai tbings up ta that time should nov lic well knotn
ta those wvho take intcrest cnaugh lu this matterto
infarm tlicmseives at ail upon it. Briefly it %m
ibis. Tic schooi system tilI then was denonfni
tionai , a school board, composed ai two sectiiq
Protestant and Roman Cathoiic, and a supcrn.
tendent of cach faith managed the schools. Relie~
aus instruction of sanie kind was Riven in ail d
thcmn, and there wvas nareligiaus difficulty. Unde
this system, far f rom perfect, and thaugh the schn&î
werc in mnany cases lu rural districts especia1Uy
very poor, as poor as tliey could lie, yct, in>[
Grant's opinion, they were about as good as, urdi
the circunistances, couid be -xpectedj or thediffice-
ties they had ta contend wvith overe many and grfsi.
such as diversity af languages, and différent rÉ.
gions, anceaof vhich could not be taxed for tbi
schools of the ather, and in addition a sparsely sit
tled country and general indifférence ai the hai
breeds ta education. This was the state ai thice
ta amend which thc legislation afi 1890 was carrîÈ
into effect.

As the question af religlous instruction is týý
crucial anc it may lie well ta note wliat Dr. Gmr
understands it sliould lie; not dagmatic, an t
anc baud, nar, on the acher, the bare mechanca
reading ai so niucl Scripture, as if it wcre a char:
but reading it with sa mudli simple explanatia
and comment as is ncccssary ta make it intclli,ý
bic and give its lessons due wcight. The teadz
should lie as free ta teadli the Scripture lessoni
lie is ta teadli other rcading lessons.

CHANGE OF 1890.
Ln 1890, then, a change was made, no:, D.

Grant says, because tiose who made it dhargÉ
faulty administration or poor results, but bý
cause ««it was ivrang lu principle and must the
fore lie abloishcd roat and brandli." The inte-
tiau ai thc author ai thc new system wvas ta maý
it purely secular, 50 that no religlous instruciù
would be given inu'the public schools, but as
people ai Manitabawould not accept this. a chari
was made so as ta require lu ail public sdlioolstý,
ligiaus exercises fo the extent of reading a cetU
portion af Scripture at the close ai the schaaiol
and offering a prescribcd form ai prayer. Fr
1890-1894 the rnost ai the French Raman Catho
schoals kcpt on mnuch as ticy lad donc, becat
througli a defect lu the wording ai the statute th.
cauid stili obtain thc whole or a part af theprovi -

made by the Legisiature -for their support. 11
defect bas heen amended and now schoo]s iw
do not comply with the iaw are deprived of
part, in consequence aif vhidh many Frenchi Rou
Catlolic schoals have ceascd ta, exist, and th
hast state is worse than the first. Public Scbo
ln the Mennonite Reserve, on the contrary, re
Governient grants, although the law with re
ta municipal and district support is openly vie


