JUNE 7th, 1893.1.

THE ASSEMBLY AT WASHINGTON.

Mr. Editor: The General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church in the United
States,- North, now meeting in this city
I8 attracting attention, not only in the
United States, but ju our own Chureh in
Canada. 7Their great work of Home and
Forelgn Missions, their work among the
Séven millions of freedmen of the South,
and along other lines, into all of which
they are throwing themselves with a
grand and growing energy, is in itself an
ingpiration.

Permit me a few words on a point
in which, though sinall in itself, our own
Assembly might copy them with advant-
4ge, and that is, in the manner ol con-
ducting each morning their opening ser-
Vices. A gtamding complaint with us is
the dificulty of getting members to atiend
the opening of devotional exercises. These
Services in this Assembly are a free open
Weeting. Kach morning a new chairman,
Bot the Moderator, gives out a verse oi
% hymn, reads a few verses, perhaps adds
& word, and then the meeting is thrown
oOpen, and for hali an hour, from nine
O'tloeck to half-past nine, briei volunteer
Words of prayer, address or song foliow
I guick. suecession, making a briei stimu-
lating gervice. A. hin-past nine the Mod-
€rutor takes his plaee, wiers a briei pray-
€r, and business begins. May I be par-
doned the suggestion that it would add
'u the interest of the opening services in
Our Aggembly, thereby inducing a larger
Qttendance and giving a  still more
hea.lth)' stimuius to the work of the day,
¥ the sinple change were made of having
the opening hali hour a brief volunteer
Service It is o very simple wmatter, but 1

- Buve peen deeply impressed by it and

have taken the liberty of mentioning it.

An all-absorbing subject has been the
“ Briggn case’”. Kdinburgh has the repu-
tation of being interested in discussions be-
fore the General Assemblies, but Washing-
lon does not 1z behind. The galleries 1or
Visitors are thronged with men and woien
While many uare unable to get in. Aiter
Oue sessjon spectators odten keep their
Seats through two bLours’ recess in ocder
to have their places at the upening  of
Dlext gession.

The case came beiore the Assembly by
Appeal from the detision oi the Presbytery
Ol New York, which had acquitted him

o falgs teaching, and there were two
boints to be considered.
The first question was,—* Shall thc

Assembsy éntert.du the appeal? ” or remic it
Yo the Synod oi New York. Dr. Brizgs
Wished for the latter and was heard pa-
tiently yor neariy live hours as he read a
"'*_“'enul and elaborate argument in support
Ol hiy plea. The appellants occupied
8bout hali that time, the Assembly delib-
erated jor four hours, in ten minute speech-

" '®8irow every side alternate,y, and then, as
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e matter would in any case have to be
lnally gecided by the Assembly, as there is
80 much o unrest in the Charch, and as
there i nothing to be gained by pro-
l"nging the unrest ior another year, de-
tided by a vote of four hundred and nine
to one hundred and forty-tive to entertain

€ appeal and proceed with the case?

Having thus decided, the next great‘
Matter js the consideration of the case on
ity merlts, It was begun this morning,
dud js to he conducted along the following
,“ne'i! The appellants to have four and
% haif hours to present their case, Dr.
Figgs to have seven hours in his defence,
the "prechytery of New York to have two
bourg, the Assembly two hours and then
the. Vote i to be tuken. At the present
\\-“tiug, Monday evening, Dr. L.ampe, on
% hali of {h> appe.lints, has presnted the
Lh‘"‘tseax in a very able document, and Ds.
”,888 is replying.
he vote on entertaining the appeal

n’uﬂ a remarkable oane, five hundred and
y-four commissioners answering when
N eir names were called, only five or six
b‘filing to respond. The case will .pro-
4bly take end by Wednesday evening.
he Assembly is characterized by mark-
llity and by a fine spirit, calm, ju-
earnest, with kindly courtesy to-
ward Dr. Briggs and at the same time an
1 Thest stand for the truth. The appel-
A0ty cloged their case this alterncon by
1 ® frank declaration, in substance as fol-
to¥H: © Dr. Briggs has the fullest liberty
bo, Proclaim his tenchings to the world,
Wut the Church has her liberties also, and
While he hag the fullest liberty to teach,

: ® Bhould not be compelled to be re-

_gg"nsible for that teaching by his doing

Ch.m ‘the name of the Presbyterian
‘rch.” ’

W E. SCOTT.
ashington, D.C., Monday, 29 May ’93.

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

THE BRIGGS CASE.

As an expression of ‘ outside opinion,”’
the following editorial in last Saturday’s
Globe-Democrat will be read with inter-
est :

The real purpose of the proceedings in
th> case of Prof. Briggs, Is aptly stated
by Cdl. McCook, is 'to enforce a contract,
or to determine whether the coutract has
been maintained in all its integrjty. This
point has. been evaded and ignored on the
Briggs side of the controversy from the
start. The country has listened to the
defenders ol the distinguished clergyman
only to be told that he was being prose-
cuted like a criminal, when in fact there
is mo justification for sucll a vidw. He
is in the aservice of the Presbyterian
Church, employed to do certain things
in & certain way, and it is contended that
he has not lived up: to the terms and con-
ditions of the contract. When he assum-
ed the position he agreed to teach the
doctrines oi the orgamization that gave
it to him, and it is insisted that he has
not done su, but has taken the liberty
to substitute his owa opinions for given
features ol the schedule of belie! which he
promised to uphold and enforce. There
is mo question -about hig right to think
and speak what he pleases ; but there is
4 ‘questson about his right to remain in
the werv.ce uvi & Church after he has re-
nounced his allegiance to it in certain
particulars, and assumed the privilege oi
departmg from its system of iaith and
forms ol instruction at his own disceretion.
That is the vital issue in the case, and all
other comswieratwons are purely technical
and artui.cial.

1t 1w nut  necessary to discuss the
merwts of Prof. Briggs’ form of theotogy, so
lar as the pending tral is concesnedy
Grantmg chat his views are sound and
wlholesome, the iact remains that he .s
not authorized to teach them as a repre-
sentative o1 the Presbyterian Chucch  if
they antagonize the doctrines of that
Church. 'me is free to go elsewhere and
lentiy himaseli with some other relizlous
body, or preach the Gospel as he under-
stands it in an independeat way ; but he
15 surely wot iree to stay where he has
ceased to be a full believer, and -where
he cam not consistentiy and conelentiously
periorm the work required of him by his
contract. The matter w a very sunple
one ‘when looked at in ‘this light. It does
not involve the jdea of persecution, but
ounly that oi justice and propriety. Prof.
Briggs stands in the attitude of trying
to compel che Church to accept doctrines
and mterpretations oi Scripture that are
contrary to its established creed, and to
retain him .n its service, notwithstanding
his vwolation oi the conditions upon whijch
that service logically depends. 1t is un-
derstood that he does not claim {o be in
accord with the prevailing Presbyterian
faith and sentiment ; and is equivalent to
an admission that he belongs somewhere
else, or, at least, that he is occupying a
false posit.on ae an accredited teacher of
Presbyterian principles and opinions. The
people have respeet for any man who severs
his relatioms With a religious denom-
ination because he cannot honestly con-
tinue to eutertain and advocate its doc-
trines ; but when a man asserts the right
to be a law anto himself in such case, and
Yet to maintain those relations, he in-
vites distrust of his motives and forfeits

much of the sympathy that he would
otherwise receive.

The Atiantic Monthly. This old and
long-established favourite is always wel-
come, and is never disappointing. No other
American magazine can be compared with
it for variety, solld merit and genuine
literary flavour. The June number has
l:®s of fiction than usual, but this is more
than compensated for, as many will think
by the numerous .and admirable short es-
says that [t contains.

The Camaqian Magazine : The June num-
ber of this recent claimant for popular fa-
vour fully malntains the high character
of its previous issues.
ticles are ol distinctly Canadian interest—
‘““The Aorta of North American Commerce”
by ‘Chausey N. Dutton, “Aspects ol Lake
Ontario” by John Hague, “The Nickel
Region of Canada’ by H. A. Hilyard and
“The Behring Sea Question” by L. A.
Lash, Q. C., and all ol them are well wyit-
ten and on attractive theges. Mr. Lye
has another of his “Tales of 'Wayside Inns
and two other short storles make up the
fiction of the number. The poems ire by
Duncan Campbell S8cott, Arthur J. Strin-
ger, Gertrude Bartlett and Blanche Bigh-
op. The illustrations are very iafr, if we

.except the portraits, which are as bad as

they well could be. |

Beveral of the ar-

Books a° (Dagazines

SISTER CONSTANCE. By K. M. Fitzger-
ald. Edinburgh and London: Oli-
phamt, Anderson and Ferrier. Crown
8vo, cloth. :

A story without amy startling inci-
dents or profound reflections, but a plain,

yuvarnishe d tale, quletly interesting and’

wholesome withal.

TWENTY MINUTES LATE.

By Pansy
(Isabella M. Alden).

Toroanto : Wm.

Briggs.
The Pausy atories require no com-
mendation. They are always interesting,

wholesome aind helpful ; and Twenty Min-
utes. Late will be found umo respect un-
worthy of its popular predecessors.

HENRY CAREW, FLORIST. By J. A. Tay-
lor. Edimburgh and London: Oli-
phant, Anderson and Ferrier. Small
Crowu 8vo, paper.

A love story, with the uncertainties,
dipquietudes and perplexities usually in-
cident thercto, but pleasantly told in
an easy, straightforward, unpretentious
fashion that will comwmend itself to the
sensible reader.

VISITS TO CALVARY. A Series oi Sacra-
mental Meditations. By Rev. T.
Jeftrey, M.D. Glasgow : James Mac-
lehose and Souns. -

The author of this volume is Minister
of the Caledonian Road Church, Glasgow,
and this collection of sermons s publish-
ed by special request as a memorial of
his Ministerial Jubilee. The very ap-
pearance of the book imvites to perusal,
and in the matter of it the reader finds an
abundant rewerd.

INDUCTIVE STUDIES IN THE MINOR
PROPHETS. Wilbert W. White.
Chicago : Young Men’s Era Publish-
ing Company. 1893, :

The title oi this little book indicates
its scope and character. It ts, we are
told, “‘the outcome o! two temday courses

ol Bible study at the L.ake Geneva (Wis-

comsin) College Student Conferences of

the Summer of 1892,” and will doubtless
prove exceedingly helpful to Bible-class
teachers and Bible students generally.-

FISHIN’ JIMMY, and other Stories. By
Annie Trumbull Slosson and Imo-
gen Clark. Edinburgh and London:
Oliphant, Anderson and Ferrier.

No. 7 ol the publishers’ handy “Pocket
Novels” contains three capital short
stories, “Fishin’ Jimmy,” “The Las’ Day,”
and “ Aunt Liefy,”” adorned with numerous
striking but rather weird looking illus-
trations. The size and shape of these
novels make them admirably adapted as
companions for holiday excursions.

HIRAM GOLF’S RKLIGION; or, THE
SHOEMAKER BY THE GRACE OF

GOD. New York: E. P. Dutton and
Company.
This anonymous little work is well

printed amnd very tastefully bound ; and
it has what we too seldom Tind in so-call-
ed religious books—a distinct literary
flavour. Hiram Gol’s life was hard
and humble, but it was happy, and the
account of his religiom here presented is
full of lessuns for the pew and hints for
the pulpit. It is a simple, earnest and
exceedingly attractive presentation of
the Christlan life. The book abounds
in bright, erisp, quotable sentences, and
within its pretty covers may be found
suggestive topics for a score ol practl-
cal sermoms.

AFLOAT FOR ETERNITY : A PILGRIM’S
PROGRESS FOR THE TIMES. By
Jas. B. Kemmnedy, B.A. Toronto:
Willilam Briggs.

Mr. Kemnedy has been fairly sucess-
ful in applying Bunyan’s methods to the
conditions of modern life, and this ac-
count ol the ship “Ever-Onward’” with its
aptly-named crew and passengers on Iits
eventful voyage to the Port of Eternity,
deserves to have a large and appreciative
circle of readers. Messrs. Hunter and
Crossley, who furnish a brief Introduc-
tion to the work, say: ‘“No {person can
tell from reading the book 'to what

- .
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Church the author belongs, though some
might think that the character, *“Mr.
Holdfast,” leamned a little towards Cal-
vinism, and attempted to solve some few
questions that are inexplicable.

PEOPLE'S DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE.
Describing Persoms, Places, Coun-
tries, Customs, Birds, Animals,
Trees, Plants, Books, Lvents, and
many other things in Holy Secrip-
ture Edited by E. W. Rice, D.D. Phil-
adelph.a: The American Sunday
School Unioa. .

A compact, handy, concise, and inex-
pensive Bible dictionary for the Sunday
school scholar and teacher, the Bible
student and the household, has long
béen needea, and this volume of some 220
pages. The price 25¢, brings It with-
It has excellent maps of Canaan and the .
Lands of the Jewigsh Captivities and a
great deal oi useful information is com-
pressed in an appendix oi eight or nine
pages. The price, 25c. brigs it with-
im the reach oi everyone who requires such
an akl ror the more intelligent study of the
Bible.

ONTARIO’S PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS;
ov, A CEN1URY Or LlGISLATIOUN.

L1i92-1892. A tliwtorscal SKeteh by
rrauk Yeigh. Iilustrated. 1o.outo:
The Willinmson Book  Company
(Ltd.). 1i893.

We cordlally welcome Mr. Yelgh's use-
1ul and nterest.ng contribution to the
hstorweal aterature or Canada, and re-
gret that the demands ou our space will
not permili us to .give it the extended
wnd critical notice it deserves. Suilice jt
to say that Mr. Yeigh ‘has givea us u
briglht, resiable and authent. aeccount o
the var.ous homes ok our Legis-
lagure 110 the rude structure at
Niagarh, . wuich the st Par-
Lament o1 Upper Canada asscmbled .o
september, 1494, L0 the magn.aicent pile
M Queen’s Parck, 1 which the ontario
Amscmbly Las recently, o0 the 118y tilme,
counducted 103 delhiberations. We may add
that the book s embetlished with hand-
s0le¢ pLOtOgravure portraits and DUIQer-
ous Ollel lustrations.

CAMPALIGN  ECdOLS. The Autobiog-
raphy o4 Mrs. Letitin Youmans., 1ln-
troducton by Miss Franecs B, Wil-
lard. doromto : wiiam Briggs.

This compact votume 0. over 30U pagey
should be w tne hands oi cvery temper-
ance wocker m the Domunion. Mrs. xou-
man's  wong, carnest | and unremit-
ting labours .0r th:suppeession orintem-
perance aka the promot.on o« temperance
tegislation, are more or 1es8 known to
most ot our readers; her voae has been
heard n every Puiovidce of the Domlinion,

W many dStates of  the Union and

o the priacipal cities od Great Britajn.’

Beized, solme 11ve years ago, with inilam-

matory rleumatism, she 18 now a helpless”

mvalid, deprived oi the use of her limbs
and comfincd to her bed. Unable to use

o pen she has, at the mvitation of the

White Ribbon Women of Canada, dic-

tated this mteresting story of her useful,

salf-gacrificing life, the sale of which,
it is hoped, will provide a maintenance
for her declining years.

The June Century is a magnificent num-
ber in letter-press and illustrations. We
can only naiae & few of the prominent fea-
tures at this time. Probably the paper ol
wost general interest is the record by Jon-
as Stadling, a Swede, of his experience
** With Tolstoy in the Russian Famine,” in
which the reader obtains a graphic idea
of the condition of the Russian peasantry,
of the difficultics with which Tolstoy had
to deal, and of other phases of Ruasian life
now attracting so much attent.on in var--
lous countries. * The Death of the Prince
Imperial,” by Archibald Forbes, gives new
materials relating to this event, about
which the great war correspondent writes
most graphically. ¢ Writing to Rosina,”
by William Henry Bishop, Is concluded.
In the editorial department ace an article
commending the project of u uational
board of health, and giving suggestions
regarding it, a discussion of the ques-
tion, ¢ Has Gold Appreciated in Value ?'*

-and a secomd article on ‘* The Disappear-

auce of the Apprentice System,” whieh .
presents a striking, not to say surprising,

state of affsirs among the labour-unions. - R
In ¢ Open Letters’ are articles relating to .

‘ Women’s Work and Wages,” to the edu-
cation of ‘“ Specialigts in Church Musie,”
amdt to *“ The Australian Registry of I.and

. Titles,” on which subject Prof. T. Stuart

Patterson replies to Mr. Edward Atkinson,
who makes a brief rejoinider. There are .

several piems in this number, all of @ high
order ol merit. , R

.




