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THE MINUTES.

We are but minutes-littie things!
Each one furnisbed with sixty wings,
Witb which we fly on an unseen track;
And nut a minute ever cornes back.

We are but minutes ; yet each one bears
A little burden of joys or cares,
Take patiently the minutes of pain-
The worst of minutes cannot remain.

We are but minutes ; when we bring
A few of the drops (rom pleasure's spring,
Taste their sweetness while yet we stay-
It takes but a minute to fly away.

We are but minutes-use us well;
For how we are used we must ont day tell
Who uses minutes, has hours to use-
Who luses minutes, whole years mnust lose.

A CHILD'S FAITU.

BY J. B. H.

Z1r Other evening my littie Gordon, aged seven years,
?%7erheard by his mother praying beside bis cot. After
i etlg the Lord's Prayer, he said: Thank You for tak-

144re Off us last nigbt. Do it again to-night. Don't let

Zbing hurt us. You know wbat 1 mean. Make us 'dood.'
J"nsU sake, amen.)'

chi?lere flot A lesson for oider ones in this simple trust of a

WIA TALL BOYS SHOULD KNOW

S oi be satisfied with your boy's education, says
UbOlSuJ55t, or allow him to handie a Latin or Greek

'ntil you are sure that lie can-
Vrlte a good legible hand.

Se ail the words be knows how to use.
'ekand write good English.

Write a good social letter.
Write a g.%dbusiness etr

44 a olumnof figures rapidly.
4Iake out an ordinary accounit.
làe4ct 16,' per cent. from the face of it.

w ltit when paid.
an ordinary receipt.

Write an advertisement for the local paper.
WIrite a notice or report of a public meeting.
k rite an ordinary promissory note.

ltkckon the interest or discount on it for diays, months or
rs

b)r4a an ordinary bank check.
Take it to the proper place in a bank to get the cash.
Ma&ke neat and correct entries in day-book and tedger.
tell the number of yards of carpet required for vouriparlour.
Measure the pile of lumber in your shed.
'elI the number of bushels of wheat in your largest bin,

R4the value at current rates.
~th'ell SOmething about tbe great authors and statesmen of

' Pesent day.
dI h can do ail this and more, il is likely lie bas sufficient

If 4catîofl to enable him to make bis own way in the world.
e01 have more time and money to spend upon biro, ail well

b r b-gv im higlier English, give hini iterature, give
R- Kahlemnaics, give him science, and if he is very, very
IC0118 about it, give him Latin and Greek, or wbatever the

lie intends pursuing in lite demands.

WNA 7TSOE VER THINGS ARE LO VEL Y.

'flvalid wbo bad been shut for Vears in ber room-a

. Ile effect o -a cheerful tandscape, with variety of bis,river, cloud and force, upon the spirit is very marked, ildlàtîh god like medicine to bave sucli a change for our

Wokwayeyes and brain. But suppose circumnstances shut
aei the outward vision of beauty. Tbe next besîtbing

Cacerfui mental picture, the resuit -of thauglits resotutely
turfltd to Whatsoever lovely tbings we have had the gond for-

'lne ta hear off or to experience.

OrAnd herein is wisdom whicli we would fain bestow upon
0rfriends who are yet ini their youtî, if they would ciniy

f-HE C-ANADA PRESBYTERIÂN

take it. Tbey can paint wbole gaileties of brightness and
beauty for future enjaymnent if they will but use the present
opportunity. The habit off pleaà,ant thinking is mucli more
easily form-ed in early tife than haer on, when thougit lias
fixed its courses. To tbink kindly off others, to siec the best
side of human nature ; ho appreciate the work of others ; to
make the best of one's surroundings ; to turn out the gaod
side of the people we do not like when holding tbern up for
inspection-aIl these are habits wbich wili clear up aur owfl
mental atmosphere and give us a cheerful outlook in the evil
days when " the chauds return after tbe ramn."

Good books stored away in the memory and days of corn-
panîonship witb pure and ennobling friends wull give pic-
tures for contemplation in days ling fair in the sliadow of the
future.

Like every other precept and admonition of tbe blessed
book, this of the apostie bas for us highesî wisdom and
truest happiness, if we turn it to rractical account. IlFinally,
brethren, wbatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are
ho'nest, whatsoever things are just, wbatsoever tbings are
pure, whatsoever îhings are lavely, wliatsoever things are of
good report ; If there be any virtue, if tbere be any praise,
think on these things."

A JSSJOVA R Y SOCIETY IN AFRZCA.

A missionary in Africa bad established a scbool for
cohoured children. which gave bim mucli joy, for they loved
the Saviour. One day he told them that there were stihi a
great mnany idohators in tbe world, who did not know tbe
Lord Jesus Christ, and that there were socieuies in Amnerica,
England and France, which sent missionaries to tbese poor
pagans. The littie coloured children tben said, IlAnd can-
not we do somnething also? "

" Refhect upon il," replied the missionary, Iland corne and
tell me.";

One morning, bowever, tbey came to tlie schaol fuît of
loy, and said ta the missionary, IlWe wisb 10 forrn a little
juvenîle missionary saciety.>

" That is very well,' said the master ; but what wilt you
give for missions? "

The eldest answered, "' Each of us will oblige bimself to
collect as mucb rooney as lie can without begging. As for
those boys off us wbo are largest and strongest, we will go in-
to the woodg to find bark ; and carry il to the tanner, wbo
bas prramsed a balf-shulting for ecd load."

Another interrupted him and said, IlAnd as for tbe rest of
us, we will gatber guro, and selliti for four shillings a pound?'

"And we," exclaimed the smalhest cidren, Ilwill carry
ashes and seli them ho the soap maker."

Then the girls said, IlWe witl collect locks of wooh, and
seIl thern." Others said, " Wc wiil get liens, and sel] the
eggs and cbickens."

The'ciildren iid not rest satisf3ed witb making promises.
They executed their plan witbout neglecting scbool ; and at
the end of a year tbey held a meeting, under the direction of
a missionary, and carefully paid over ta biro aIl tbey bad
raised. And iow muci do you think îliey put intobis
bands ? More than îiirty dollars.

GOL'S LITTLE ONES.

One of thie most tender incidents we can recali is that
wheri a litIle blind boy from a city tenement bouse who, for
the first lime in lis lîfe, heard of and had felt grass. He was
atmost wild with deligit as be rolled and tumbled about on a
leautiful lawn. The days have corne wben Christians can do
nothing more Christlike than by ielping the city toiters to a
gliropse of God's fair fields without city walls.

Rýev. Mark Guy Pearse, of London, tells of anc off the dea-
conesses in bis great mission churci wlia went ta a motber
of a child off tic sturos and offered bo take lier for a walk
in tic park. The little one had neyer seen a tree even. Wben
sie saw the founitain in the park sbe asked, IlIs this the sea?" I
IlNo ;tiat is nat tic sea." 64Is thc sea larger than thatil"
siYes." IlCould I walk round it l" l"Then il must be
as- laýrge asqqaur square. ' And as sehe brougliht thi% littleancý

MERIT wins, as the marvellous success of Hood's Sarsa-
parilla shows. It possésses truc medicinal mnert. Sold by ahi
druggists. __________

WR direct attention to an advcrtisernent off bhc Ontario
Ladies' Coilege in anaîher column. It is generalty regarded
as anc of our most progressive and succcssfui institutions.
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5abbatb %cboo[ Ceacber.
INTERNA TiONAL LESSONS.

Aug. 16,
18QI. 1 THE FIVE THOUSANO FED. John.

Goi.DaN Trxî'. -I amn tiat Bread off Life.-John vi. 4 8,

INTRODUCTORY.

The evangehist John in bis Gospel records the principal inicidents
in aur Lord's minisîry tiat took place in ludea. Ile does not dwelt
on what took place in Galilee. Tie miracle thalt orms lie subject ut
lo-day's lesson was wruugit near Betisaida, on lie nurlh-eastern
sbore on the Lake of Galilce. Jesus had entered on lie third ani
,closing year of His earthly rninisîry. Tic apposition to Him was
growing in bitterness and in strengtb. John tie Baplist iad heen in
prison for nearly a year and bad just been put lu death. lierod was
uneasy and apprehensive. Fie had beard ufthle wonderful works that
Jesus did. H-e was frigitened by thie thougit that tbis wonder-
workcr migit be John the Baptist re8tored to life. To allay tumultu-
ous feeling, and ta secure a briel season of comparative seclusion,
Jesus, accompanied hy His desciples, went mbt the desert-that is
the uninhabited-regon near Bethsaida, where lhe feeding ut the five
thousand took place.

1. Jesus Retires to a Secluded Place.-Jesus and lus dis-
ciples went across the Lake of Galilee in a boat tram Capernaum,
landing on the north-east shore. Tie reasons for leaving Galilee and
selecîing tic place where lbey. landed were numerous. There were
alniust ne opportunities for necessary rest and retresiment, as crowds
of peuple were coming al lie lime ta see and hear Jesus. Calrn and
meditative quiet is neccssary lu religious ]lte and progress. Tic corn-
motion raised by the execution of John tie Baptist migit easily be
made an occasion ut popular uprising, and lie life ut Jesus andi Fis
disciples might thereby be endangened. It was, however, difficult ho
abtain the seclusion lhev sougit. The peuple in great multitudes toi-
lawed atter the divine Teacher and H-is little band of attachesi tullow-
ers. He iad been seen lu deparl. Tie news quickly spread andi thc
people in thouFansis set out lu meet Jesus when Ile landed. The
people went round the upper portion of theLake, and would reacli
tlie place about as soon as the huat reachcd landi. What had im-
pressesi the minsis off lie peuple was lie iealing of the sick by
miracles. The Revisesi Version uses the term "Ilsigns " insteasi off
miracles. These wonderful works were signs of tie divine power,
rnercy and love tiat Jesus basi corne ta reveal. Jesus and Fis dis-
ciples went up lie mountain side, where Hie would be comparatively
free from interruption. Tiere be helsi converse witb lie disciples,
who had recently retunned troro an evangelizing tour tirougi Galilee.
There lie caulsi imparlta o hem tresi views ut divine truti an.d in-
sîruct thcm as to the work of lie Gospel on whici they would soun
have ta enter. John mentions that tie Passaver, a teast of thieJews,
was nigi, thus indicaling tie lime ufthiis miracle, andi accounting for
the great multitude there assemblesi, many uft hem probably on their
way lu lie celebration of tie feast at ferusalemn.

Il. Tlie Hungry Multitude.-As lie day was declining,
J esus cast I-lis cumpassionate glance on lie multitude assembled in
tic plain bclow. Ilc turus lu Philip, une ufthle disciples wio be-
longesi to lie neigibouring town of Betisaida and asks iim IlWience
siall we buy bread thaltiese may ea ? " Il is staîed in explanatian
tiat Ibis was said lu prove Piilip, that is lu try andi strengîhen uis
faith. He believesi liat Jesus wisstie Messiali, but how strong was
bis taiti in thie divine power andi compassion ufthle Son of Man ?
Tic question put ta iim would quicken and deepen tiat faiti. Il
put hlm in a proper trame ut mind lu observe rightly whaî was lu
tollow . Jesus did nul ask Piilip for advice or counsel as ho whaî
sho'ulsi be done, for Ile Flimself knew whaî [le would do." This
is truc of Jcsus still. 1le knows thc wanîs out lis children, andi ie
is perfectly able lu supply them aIl. Philip sees tie difficulty ut fecd-
ing thc peuple hy nrdinary means. Il wuuld take about thirty-faur
dollars' worti ut bread lu give ecdione a srnali mursel. Andrcw,
Peler's brother, mentions liaItiere was a lad presenl who bad five
barlcy lbaves and îwo small fishes, but ihese wene quile insufficient,
and lic adds, "Ibut wiaî are lhey among su many ?"

III. The Multitude Miracuiously Fed.-Knowing wliat
he was lu do, Jesus made nu repty, but gave tic order for tic peuple
lu be seated in ordcnly fashior. on lic fresi green grass, abundant aI
liat season off the year. Tha men numhcred about five thousansi, and
Matiew tells us there wcre womnen and chilsiren besides. According la
cusîorn tbey would be seatesi apant, and the-y 100 were abundantly
ted. Jesus touk tic irend, an.d looking up to heaven gave thanks la
Gosi, tic giver ut ail good. In thisIfie bas given us an example
whici we shoulsi follow. We sinuld nul only pray for out daily
bread, but give tianks lu IIim who beslows il. Jews universalhy ob.
servesi tus excellent custom. Jesus gave tic provision ta lhe dis-
ciples lu distribute among tie peuple rangesi in order on tic green
sward. Tiere was abondance tor ail. They hasi as muci as thcy
would. Their longer was salisfied even in liaI desenl place, wbere
il was impossible tu securce foodi speedily for so large a company.
After the meal miraculousty providesi was ended, Jesus tolsi tic dis-
ciples la gatier up thc broken pieces Ihat retnainesi, su that tiere
siauld be neither waste non loss. Tuis commansi bad tic lwo-tuld
effect of teaciing the lesson liatiti is sintul tu waste God's bounlies,
andi by tic abundance left, enabling themn in some degree to compre-
hcnd thc magnitude off thc miracle tiat basi been wrought. God
provides abundance for lic supply of Ilis ciilclrcn's wanhs, but al
extravagant and wasteft use off us gifts is discountenanced. Of thc
fragments thus gatberesi up ticre was enougli to fîtl twelve of. lie
baskets or saîchels liaIticheJews usually carricd them tfood in whcn
upon a jaurney. The effecl of lie miracle was immediate and con-
vincing. Those who had partaken ofthticfoodi divinely suppliesi iad
sufficient evidence thal Jesus was tic Propiel who wàs promisesi in
thc Scipturcs, and for wham the peuple had been expectantty waiî-
ing. They were canvincesi liaI He was tic promiscd Messiah, but
wiat is afterward bold of them shows us haw dilhcull il is lu apprehend
savingrly the lruth off God. A Messiai wio would deliver ticnnatin


