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lRotes of tbe 1eeh.
nlew developments in the Emperor of Ger-

'1YsIiaiady have given rise to the gravest appre-
hM fadéd The hope that is life might be prolonged

fade out, and the news of bis death at any
enkft Would take no one by surprise. The convic-

ha t European ecwol be preserved gives
tOfeig of uncertainty, sbould Frederick
ilansbrief reign corne to a close now. Still it is
ntto prophesy unless one knows.

quarterly concert given by the Toronto Con-
tUratory of Music in the Pavilion on Saturday

was h niost enjoyable. Tbe performances were
yhghly appreciated by the large and sympa-

l'tCde nce that entirely filled tbe building. Not
as'~t interesting part of tbe afternoon's entertain-

~?3twas the skilful and tasteful rendering of clas-
Sby various pupils with an ease and finish

ada surprising. It is obvious that the training%entt in the Conservatory is careful, painstaking
i Utlligent. The favour with whicb the institu-

' 88 been regarded from the beginning, and the
l9endid work it bas already accomplished, presagebnghtand useful future for the Toronto Conserva-

0fMusic.

Rev. David Arthur has passed away, at bis
inHanipstead, at the age of sixty-seven.

"'hittle known to tbe present generation, lie badè fe exceln work in bis day. Hc was a member
90%vgo University of thé notable band of students;
41%th'fcluded James Halley, wbo " beat Tait in

*William Arnot, whose first and best book
ab1graphy of Halley ; W. C. Burns, the pioncer

Sll1arY to China; and gentle James Hamilton, ofÎ9êU Square. In 1843 Mr. Arthur was ordained
~arton parisb, and for some time tbereafter, tbe
Pwrh cnase bulked largely in the minds of the

à fConnection with the question of spiritual in-
c.In 1851 lie went to British Honduras

Instance of the Free, Cburcb, to organize a con-
of0 bis countrymen, and for twenty-six yearsfAthlY laboured there. He was singularly un-

1rýbut bie formed many friendships by reason
faithful and diligent work.

LOOAM. BARRY, who took a promninent
.~hl the recent Womanis Convention at Wasbing-I been delivcring a series of lectures in 1To-

' UIder the auspices of the Knigbts of Labour.

V;,,W-asadrocated witb great earnestness moral and
ýý; efOrmns, especially in the interests of tbe toiling

SMrs. Barry does not deal in exaggeration
'ndulg in aimless rhetoric, but confines the state-

O er case to indisputable and autbenticatedShe is a most persuasive and imprëssive
t because she has strong convictions as to the

' eO118nes of the cause to wbicb she bas devoted
eue es. She spoke bigh .ly of the Toronto Young

SGuild, and said a good word for their paper
~tYstarted, Our Own Gazette. Uer efforts

~.Iinly directed to the atnelioration of the condi-
thé women who bave to toil for their liveli-

an in s0 many instances are but poorly re-
~~-'ted.She is doing a great and good work.

assault on the pension system, says the Brit-
~i~P~klywill surely have some result witbin a

8able time No more monstrous abuse exists
A ectIOnwith the expenditure of tbe country.
1the hereditary pensions, alI parties are agreed

Iflust determine. Ordinary pensions are re-
IL asSupemntr pay, and the Standard de-eý1ý4t;en1on the ground that if pay were increased

eý, sî,Sl0ns abolisbed the charge would be greater
SPresent. It is clear that sonmetimes thbere

spending on the part of its servants, civil or military ?
Is the taxpayer to deny himself and be thrifty while
those he supports are to count on the proceeds of bis
tbrift? Let tbere be suitable salaries for ail public
officers, civil and military. Then let the bolders of
tbem cultivate plainer living. Many in ahl ranks are
perforce doing that, and the necessity is a very wbole..
some one.

THE question of man's antiquity, says tbe Christian
World, is not by any means yet scttled. The view
supposed to be accepted by geologists was, till the
otber day, that Pahaeolitbic Man came into existence
eitber just before the last great Glacial epocb or im-
mediately after its close. The period of time thus
represented amounted in the one case to 240,000
years, and in tbe other to 8o,ooo years. But Profes-
sor Prestwich, tbe veteran geologist of Oxford Uni-
versity, bas just told us, in the second of bis magni-
ficent volumes, tbat tbe calculations for finding the
dates of the Glacial epocb were ail wrong. Instead
Of 240,0oo ycars ago, be puts its commencement at
25,000 years from the present time as tbe maximum,
and tbinks it may even bave been as recent as 1I-
ooo years ago. Thus, primitive man need not be
older, to satisfy the requirements of geology, than 20,-
000 years, even if be existed in Pre-glaclal times,
wbile, if be came into being wben the great Ice-ake
bad passed away, bis antiquity need not exceed 16,-
ooo years. Tbis cornes to little more than double the
Mosaic cbronology, a great advance on previous
suppositions.

DR. PARKER, of London, bas been discoursing in
the City Temple on tbe " Moral Aspects of Journal-
ism.» It was bis' belief that no man could success-
fully establish a daily Christian paper in London. In
our dailies sporting was well represented, and the
drama and ail financial subjects, wbile Cbristianity
alone seemed to be ignored. As for the religious
newspapers, Dr. Parker bardly dared trust bimself to
refer to them. For a long time tbey bad been viewed
with suspicion by the most eminent Christian teacb-
crs. He would rather subscribe to a paper edited by
Mr. Bradlaugh than to some religious newspapers, tbe
names of whose editors he could give. Althougb a
Liberal and a Radical, Dr. Parker did not hesitate to
acknowlcdge the gcntlemanly tone and the general'
fairness characteristic of the Standard. As for tbe
Timies, be could notbut admire its abiiity and its love
of fair play. From the Daily Nezvî be expected a
larger representation of the religious and Noncon-
formist clement than he found there. But he did not
biame newspaper proprietors and editors, The wbole
question was really in the bands of tbc public ; it was
simpiy a question of demand and supply. So long as
tbe public demanded news about billiards, horse races,
football, cricket and boating matches, the newspapers
would not fail to supply it.

A FEW years âgo, Mattbew Arnold 1l*ecturcd here in
Toronto. The illustrious son of the famous Arnold of
Rugby was one of the most prominent figures in con-
temporary Englisb literature. He bas been suddenly
called away. In an article on the great critic tbe New
York Independent says : To Matthew Arnold "the es-
sence of religion is grace and peace," and the essence of
civilization is " sweetness and ligbt,"1 there bcing not
mucb difference between the two. Just as one can
rcad the thousands of Dean Stanley's pages and not
know at the end wbetber be really believed in the
supernatural, 50 one reads Matthew Arnold and is not
certain after ail whether he believes in the personality
of God. Ue believes in goodness, that is, in a Greek
sort of interesting checrfulness and self-culture, but a
fgbting, aggressive Cbristianity he did flot hesitate to
transfix , witb gentlc ridicule .. .. .... Yet,
while we regard bis religious teacbings as erroneous,
unsubstantial and depressing, there was a stimulatingy

spirit of the age. Tbough he intcrpreted Isaiah and
Paul away, hie did it very sweetly, and taugbt us many
noble lessons in words we can neyer forget. Ail the
more reason wby the critic's works should be critically
read.

THE jubilce of Dr. Horatius Bonar, our greatest
living bymn-writer, says the Christian Leader, was
celebrated on the evening of the 5tb inst. The
Lord Provost of Edinburgh, Sir Thomas Clark, the
bead of the eminent firm of theological publishers
that contribute se largeiy to the retention by that
city of its metropolitan character as a literary cen-
tre, was a most appropriate chairman at the meet-
ing in the venerable doctor's bonour; and the pre-
sentation of the testimonial, a tribute froin many
lands of Christendoin, was made by Sir William
Muir, the Principal of Edinburgb University, who
can speak in the name of the Cbristians of the east
as well as of the west. The tborougbly catholie na-
ture of the cciebration was indicated by Sir Wil-
liam's presence, as bie is a member of another
brancb of the Cburcb than that which boasts the
possession of the sweet singer. Tbougb a pro-
nounced Free Churcbman, wbo bas wortbily eccu-
pied the Moderator's chair, Dr. Bonar is the property
of the Universal Cburcb. It is a point wortby of
note, however, that the denomination te, which hie be-
longs bas produccd by far the largest proportion of
contemporary sacred song~ for which Scotland is re-
sponsible ; and surely that Cburch may weil be proud
wbich bas twro sucb poets in bier pulpit at the saine
turne as Horatius Bonar and Walter Smith.

THiE committee of the Enghisb Presbyterian Synod
on the Churcb's Relation in the Confession of Faith,
consisting of -twenty-seven ministers and eigbteen el.
ders, witb Dr. Dykes, Convener, afier tbree years'
labeur, have completed wbat may beceme the
working creed of"tbe Churcb. It will be knoivIn as
" The Articles of Faith lield by the Presbyterian
Cburcb of Engiand." It will be printed and laid
before the Synod, the cemmittee at tbe sainetdrne
recommending that it be sent down te' Presbyte.ries
for their consideration, and te report to the Synod of
1889. In the Articles the statement on the Creation
is as follows: We believe that Almigbty God for
His own boly and loving ends was pleased at the ho.
ginning to create the heaven and the earth, through
the Son, the eternal Word, and througb progressive
stages to fashion and order this worid, giving life te,
everv creature, and te make man after His own un-
age, witb a mmnd giorifying and enjoying God, oc-
cupying and subduing the earth, atid having domin-
ion over the creatures, te tbe praise of bis Maker's
name. The final judgment is thus expressed : We
believe the Lord will judge the world in righteous-
ness by Jesus Christ, before whom we rnust ail ap-
pear, wbo shahl separate the righteeus frein the
wicked, make manifest the secrets of the heart, and
render to every man according te the deeds wbich he
bath done in the body, whether Zood or evil,. when
the wicked shall go away into eternal punishinent,
but the rigbteous into eternal life. The cenciuding
article is as follows : Finally, we believe in and de-
sire t¶e ife everlasting, when the redeemed of the
Lord shahl receive their inberitance of glory in the
kingdom of their Father, and be made fully blessed
in tbe presence and service of God, wbom they
sbafl sec and enjoy for ever and ever. The commit-.
tee of the Synod on the Revision of the Westmins-
ter Directory ef Public Worship have made consid-
erabie progress in their work, though they do net,
propose te report it in detail till the Syned of 1889.
Tbey are making, it is said, very censiderable
changes, tbough adbering te the plan of a Directory
as against a pr escribed Liturgy. The parts already
complcted are the Morning Service and Evening
Service and tbe Administrationnof Baptism, lwhrchýi
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