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NEARNESS To GOD.

"Neater, my God, to Thee,
Nearer to Thee 3

E'en tho' it be a cross
That raiseth me,”

How often is this most beautiful, touching hymn
sung in public service and around the family clrcle ;
yet how many while jolning in realize the depth of
sentiment contained tn the lines, the true meaning
and forca of the words? To sing this hymn and
honestly meaa it, to feel in our hearts exactly what
the words convey, requires the most exalted plety,
entite censecration of soul and body, time, talents,
life, friends, and all, everytbing to God. Wecravea
ngarness to God, we lopg for a closer walk with Him;
but is-the crtaving 2o intense, so carnest that we are
wiiliog iz truth to gain this nearness on the terms
contained in tae line,  even though it be a cross, that
raiseth me?” \Whatisacrosa? Are we willing for
God to choose the cross? 1f so, how do we know
what that cross may be? Ate we so anxious for thie
ncarness, {s there such a yearning in our souls for the
blessing, that we are willing to leave the means to His
own choosing? Then indeed do we sing this bymn
with the spiritand the understanding, and the blessing
will b ours : otherwise to sing it is a mockery. To

)5t this matter is very easy. When, as s often the
case, we are called to watch by the bedside of some
dear loved one, tossing in pain and parched with
fever, our bearts tremble in view of what Ged may
have in store for us. Sickness itself is a heavy
afiliction, a cross designed it may be to bring us
nearer to God ; but oh ! if this sickaess shall culmi-
nate in deatb, if our Heavenly Father sees that
nothing less will bring our waodering souls to that
nearness to Him which He desires, are we willing for
it to be so? to have the darling of our affections re-
moved from us by death? Can we bow our hearts in
weak submission and say with earnestness, and tremb.
Log it may be, “ Even so, Father, for so it seemeth
good in Thy sight”? It would seem that the goed-
ness of God manifested in the thousand daily blessings
showered upon us, ought to be sufficient to keep our
feet in the parrow path close to His side.  But alas!
it is not so; we becoming so absorbed in worldly
cares, so hedged in and around by fleshly lust that
war against the soul, that we forget our God, and
unconsclously drift away from Him. We forget we
have been purged from our old sins, and at last land-
ing in that miserable place for a Christian to be in
where we  walk in darkness and bave no light,” it be.
comes necessary for divine wisdom to use the hand of
afiliction. We must * pass ueder the rod.” A dear
old sister, long gone since toher eternal rest, said to the
writer on one occasion, when talking upon this sub.
ject : * My prayer continually Is, that God's amazing
goodness will keep me so rear Him it will be un-
necessary to use his iudgments.” ¢ Affctions, though
they seem severe, in mercy oft are sent.” How the
Christian’s heart ought to swell with gratitude, when
reflecting upon the mercy that interposes to check bis
wanderings and brings bim to the Master’s feet. When
we reach this guilty distance from Ged, how cold and
lifeless are our prayers; how reluctantly we turn to
the blood-bought mercy-seat, and what a time we
have to consume in makiog up with God, as it
were, before we can get into accord and communion
-with Him and ask with assurance the blessings we so
much need. What 2 privilege we enjoy in having a
mercy-acat to approach! A greater privilege and
blessing to be drawn there by the Holy Spirit, and
thrice blessed privilege, when we bow there to have
immediate and precious intercourse with God. To
feel that one is talking rightto God ; that Jesus is in-
terceding, and the Holy Spirit helping us to pray. A
worm of the dust, a poor, siaful, acedy creature in

wveet communton with the true God  Can there be
any pleasure on earth equal to this? Can we get any
nearer to God while on earth?  1f every Christian en-
joyed this ncarness to kis God in prayer, what effect
would it have upon his daily life, and what effect
would the combined lives of all the - children of
God hae upon the unbelieving world! Tidings
come to us of glorious revivals throoghout the land,
Young converts, shoever you are, and wherever you
are, take the advice of anold Christian, comparatively
spzaking, and keep close to God, You now have
precious access to the thyone of grace; you arein

your first love. As you value the smiles of your
Heavenly Father and the happiness of your new born
souls, maintaln your peaco with God, o orderto do
this, you must keep up secret prayer ; go oftea and
with & heart of love to the mercy-scat. Seek the
Spirit's ald, keep Jesus in your thoughts, and you will
enjoy at all times that nearness to God which 20 many
older, but lame, stumbling, mourning Chyistlans are
sighiog to obtaln.—CArdstian Jndes.

MARTIN LUTHER.

BORN IOTLl NOVEMODER, 1433.

Cat we, who kaow ‘* the truth which waketb free.”
Aud which hath made us what we are—a strong
Free Ecoplc. loving tight and hating wrong—

Allow this day lato the past to Qee

Without remembering with gratefal glee
‘This matchless hero, ln wliose pralse the song
Of rescued nations soundeth Joud and loog?

Not so unworthy of ovr sites are we,

Four hundred years have rolled lnto the past
Since he whom God prepared to burst the chains
Which bound th  * -k ald world to raging Rome

Rose ftom the aby . the glittering mast
Of some welco:  2ip.  He rlses still, and gains
Each year new. , whii. Rome sinksto its tomb,

WiILLIAM MURRAY,

Hamilten, 10tA November, 1883,

NOT I, BUT CHRIST IN MBE.

One who the gath of a disciple wore,
Knuocked at the Beloved’s door.
And from within the voice of sweetness rare
* Asked, **\Who is there?”
Th(nlnccenls gold. .
¢ lover made re
» Lotd, ftis Lo T
Then the voice did say,
¢ This house will never hold
Both me and thee.”
The lover weot away.

In thoughtfol mood
He sought the desert’s solitude,
Living a twelvemonth there
1a fasting and in prayer
And on a certain day,
11e stood once more
At the Beloved's door.
Apain the volee did cry—
**Who's there?’
Humbly he made reply,
¢ 1t is thysell, O Lord."
The door, as by its own accord,
Swung open, and he entered in.

WHERE TO BEGIN.

In rebuilding the wall around Jerusalem, under the
direction of Neaemiah, it is said of those engaged in
this important work that they built “every one over
against his bouse,” In all thatis done to promote the
cause of God in the world, each actor should begin at
home, and first attend to self-improvement. Those
who profess to be servants of the Lord may talk much
about His cause, and expatiate fluently and profusely
upon lts pressing necest'ties ; they may deplore the
prevailing declension of the churches, and the existing
apathy in regard to the claims of a perishing world ;
they may not be noticeably backward in furnishing
pecuniary aid for the advancement of religious enter-
prises ; they may be identified with those engaged in
supporting Foreign and Home Missions ; they may
be even prominent as Sabbath school workers ; and
thus they may be at work upon the well in general,
though neglecting to build over agziust their own
houses, by keeping their hearts with all diligence, and
maintaining a close walk with God,

Ia their declining piety, they greatly fail to receive
the promised aid of the Holy Spirit, upon which all
their hope of success depends, and their attendant in-
consistencies of hie, and improprieties, uot to say
cniminalities of conduct, cannot fai} to do much harm,
and be as a gap in the wall, through which the enemy
may not only rush upoa them, but upon the whole

aty. Too meny for wan; :° more personal piety briag

evil upon the cause of Christ, which they may be
desirous of promoting, and {or the prosperity of which
they may be labouring, while having the form of god-
liness withaut the power, Their Iabours may not be
wholly in vain, They may even accomplisk much in
cectaln directions of Christian effort in which they are
active ; but they might produce far greater and batter
results in what they do, wers they to begin nearer
pome. With abetter prepavation of heart, they would
be more successful in the work of the Lord,

Public Christians shonld also be private Christians,

Those who are seckisg the progress of rellzlon gener.
ally should not lose sight of its claims upon them per.
sonally. Nothing whatever can taketho place of vital
plety and splritual religlon in any who would engage
in advancing the cause of Chsist fn the wosld, The
heart devoted to God and filled with the Holy Spitit
{s the starting polnt of Christian efforts, such as God
willown and bless. For waat of & due conslderation
of this order of religious progress, there is much Jost
labour in the Church of Christ. Too imany seem to
prefer building anywhere but over against their own
houses. Any other work in religion is mora attractlve
to them than heart work. They are much better
keepers of others' vinsyatds than thelr own, Henco
they labeur, to a great extent, in vain, when they ought
to ba successfully abounding in the work of ths Lord.
Unfortunately, they do not begin at the right place.
Their hearts are not sufficiently enlisted, ‘I'bey are
destitute of the beat of all impulses, such as fell conse.
cration of beart affords. Ia the supply of what {sthus
lacking In the plety of many, would be found aremedy
for the greatest evils now deplored In not a few
churches.—}alchman,

THE TEACHER OUT OF SCHOOL.

In a true sense the teacher’s work is only half done
when he leaves the class.room. Eliewhere be must
upbuild hiz oxwn character, and e¢quip his mied and
soul for their work of instruction and Influence ; aund
elsawhere he often finds his best ‘opportunities for
affecting the lives of those whom he regularly meets
as students.

A sound character is, of course, the basis of success
in every wotk ; without it, all triumphs must be suyver.
ficlal and short.lived. The nature of the output is

| caused by, and measured by, the nature of the cause ;

thorns do not produce £gzs, nor brambles grapes.
But the teacher, because of the very character of his
wotk, is measured by severer standards than those
applied to workers out of the strong light of dally
publicity. He who teachesor preaches, before a class
of learners or hearers, appears befcre them as a man,
impresses a man's force upon their minds, and is
strictly measured by them {n all the attributes of the
noble mind. 1f be says, * Do this,” or, * Refraln from
dolng that,” and his own life fails to show the practice
of his precepts, his scholars are swift to mark the
fnconsistency. Every teacher may well take heed,
when he standeth, lest he fall, Chaucer's queries
have not lost thelr force . if gold rust, wh*t shovld
iron do? how can we have & dirty shepherd and clean
sheep? The teacher out of school should strive with
all his power to make hisa life like that of the great
Teacher of all, in purity, and self-sacrific, and con-
stant communion with God. In this endeavour he
has need to cry, in the words of the old prayer:
“ From the evil that is around and wil/4in us, graciously
deliver us ; make the path of duty plain before us, and
keep us in it even unto the end.” He bas need, also,
to remember the exhortation :  First, last, midst, and
without end, honour every truth by use.”

The teacher out of school should strive by all means
to develop and strengthen bis character as well ag is
mind. Students often despise a learned but untrust
worthy teacher, and respect one whose soul is large
and true, though his mental powers be not of the
highest. A good manis not necessarily a good teaches,
bat a bad man can hardly teach wisely, whatever his
intellectual competence.—S. S. Zimes,

GOD IN FESUS.

When we look up to Jesus, we see nothing of which §
to be afraid. The invisible God, indeed, eludes our
sight, but we can see Him in a gracious face wa know
well ; with the eye of faith we car see a gentle, loving
countenance looking down on us, with cyes that for us
have been dim witk tears! We see “the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ " ; wecan trust our soulsto .}

His blessad keeping ; we can worship and serve Him §

% whom, having not scen, we love "—and love without '§
a fear 1—A. H, Boyd.

IN Mr. Spurgeon’s inexhaustible fund of lustrative
ctories is one of a man who used to say to his wife. £
“ Mary, go to church and pray for us both.” Bat tbe }

.man dreamzd one night, when he and his wife got to §
‘the gate of heaven Peter said: * Mary, go in for -8

both.,” He awoke and made up his mind thas it was g
time for him to becomz a Christian on his own accoubt. 1




