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ZÀSTOR AND WOPLI,

NEI4RNESS 70 GOD.
"l4eatr. my God. tn Thee.

Nearer to Thee
Iren tho' It bc a cross

That talleth me."
How cften li tMis niat beautiful, touchick, hymn

sung ln public service and arouad the (amily circle -
yet hart many whbite joinlng ln realize the deptb ci
sentiment contaLied ta the Unes, the truc n. eanlng
and force ci the iords? To slng ibis hyrnn pnd
honestly meit , to (tel ln aur heatis exactiy irbat
the. words convcy. requires the mcmi exalted pily,
eniko censecration of soul and body, tinme, talents,
Ilfe, frictnds, and ail, evcrytbing ta God. We crave a

gicamncs to God, ire long for a dloser irali wlth Hlm ;
but là -the ctavIng s0 Intense, Sa Catiiesi that ire arc
willng Ir truth tn gaia tus nearness on the. terni
contalned ln te Uine, Ilevea thougbh Itob a cross, that
raiseth me?" WVhat lis a cdosa? Arc rtc wlhlng for
God to choose the cross ? Il sol bort do ire knor
what tbat cross may bc? Aie rtc 50 auxlous for thîr,
neamness, Is there such a yearning ln our souls for the
blesslng, thit ire arc wiiling ta leave the means ta Hlm
aira choosing? Then Iad ced do ire slng thîs hymn
with thre spirleand tire undcrstanding, and the blessing
wlU bc ours :otheriîse ta sing it hs a mockery. To

it tbis malter Is very easy. When, as Is oftea the.
case, ire are caiied ta watch by the bedslde of smre
dur loved one, tesshag ln pain and parched wlt
lever, aur liearts tremble in viciw of what Gcd may
have la store for us. Sicirness ItselI Is a heavy
affliction, a cross designedl it may bc ta brlng us
nearer to God ; but oh 1 If ibis sickntss shall cuirai.
nate la deaîb, If aur Heavenly Fatber secs that
nothlag les. mil bring Our wranderilng sou]. ta ibat
nearness ta Hlm whlch H.. desires, arc mre wilihng for
it ta be sa ? ta have the darllrug cf aur affections re-
rnovedtram us by dtath? Canwie bo aur heatinl
weak submissiaa and say iaî earnesîacss, and irenib.
ling it mnay bel IlEvert sa, Father, for s0 lt seemeth
gond ia Thy slght Il? It would sema that the gond-
tels cf God maiflested la the thousand daiiy biesslags
sbowcred upon us, ougbit to bc sufficient ta kecp aur
feet la thc narroir path dlose ta Hi. side. Blut alas!1
fi is flot sa; we becoming sa absonbed ia wonldly
cares, sa hedged hn and around by fleshly lust that
war agalnst thc matai, that we lorget aur God, and
unconsclously drift away from Hlmz. WVe figet me
have been purged frai» aur aid sis, and ai list land-
ing la tuat miserabie place for a Christian ta b. la
where wre "I ak la darkness and bave no 1ilt, It bc-
cames; necessary for divine wisdom ta use the band cf
affliction. We ourst Ilpass under the rod.»1 A dear
old sIstcr, long gone since toher eterrial test. said ta the
irriter on one occasion, irben talking upon tbf. sub.
ject :" IlMy prayer continuaily Is, that God's amazIng
goodness wili keep me so titan Hlm it wiii be un.
necessary to use bis iudgmeots.11 IlAfflictions, tbougb
thcy seem severe, ia inercy ait are seat." Hair the
Christima' heart ought ta sweli with gratitude, mise»
rellecting upon the nwrcy that Interposes ta check bis
wanderings and brings bilm ta the Masten's (ett. Wben
we reach tbis guilty distance (rom God, bow cold and
lfeiess arc aur prayers; hou ncluetantly wc tut» ta
thc blood-bought, mercy.seat, and what a time we
bave ta consume ln maiking up with God, as ht
were, belote me can get halo accord and communion
-with Him and asIc mith assurance the blessings we so
much nced. What a ptiviiege me cnjoy ia basting a
mercy-séat ta approacli' A greater pnîviiege and
blessing ta bc dria there by the Holy Spirit, and
thruce blessedl privilege, when we bowv there ta have
Imnuediate and preclous intercaurse with Cod. To
feel tbat one is talklng zig4t ta God ; that jesus is in-
terceding, and the Holy Spirit beiping us tappry. A
worm cf thc dusr, a pour, siolul, :cedy creature. ln

qIeeî communion vntb the truc God. Can there bie
any pleasure on earth equni ta ibis ? Can we get axiy
ucairer taGodwhfble on carih? If every Cbnlstin n-
joyid ibis ncarness ta Lis God la p'"ycr, mhat effc
would (ýt have upon his daily lité, and irbat effect
would thc combincd lives of ait the -childreui cf
Gad ha",e upon the unbellcving worid I Tidings
corne ta us of glaonos revival3 tunongiot th Uiland.
Young converts, xicever yau are, and wherever jou
are, take the advlce cf au aid Chastian, comparatîvely
speaking, and keep dlose ta, God. «Von nom heîvr
preciaus access ta the inonc of grace ; you arm la

your furt lave. As you Valut .h aMlui o! ycur
Ileaventy Fâthen andi the happiness cf your new borts
souls, malatain your peace with Gi. la culer ta do
tis, you mnui keep up secret prayer; go oit=t ant
wliii a beart cf lave ta the mercy.scat. Seeks the
Spirit's aid, kcep jesus ln your tboughts, andi you miii
enjoy ai ail turnes tbat nearnets to Goti whhch sa mauiy
aider, but laine, stumblint, iaurnlng Chnistians are
sighlng ta obiain.-CArisftia# Invdi'r.

MARTIN LUZBJAR.

IROXN lOT t 'Ovgiusa, 1483.

un rie, who mnortI tRhc truth whichi tciaketh <rrc."
,tud wirbch liait: made us rthat xic are-& htrong
Plec peple, lovtn ~tght and listing wrong-

Atiair Z4i day loto tie pust ta lie
'%Viîhout lemernbetîng with frate (ni giee

Thiis ichlesi hera, la miios prouse the sang
Of rescued nations sountictb Imud and long?

Not so unwotthy o! Our sites arc re.
Four hundred years bave noiRciR loio thie past

Since hie whona God prepreti to buet the chatas
NVhich bounid th, -U od wotlM ta yaging Rame

Rose [tom the aby %. the lIttelng nmalt
Of sottie welcot ilp. If" nies sill, and gains
Etch year newr whia. Rame sinks ta lis torob.

WILLIAM MURRAY.
Ildmillo',, roià vmktr. ISSJ.

NOT , BUT CliRIST IAIEM.

Ont wha the gaib of a d1lpljie irore,
Knocked at the Ilovcdà donr.
A.nd (toam ihîn the volce af succitncss rate
i.*ktd. IlWho lit there ?

Ia acnts boid,
The Rover malle reply-
-Lord, i ta L"'

Then i he voice did say,
IlTi boule illi nte ola

Bath me and th=t."
The lover irent ara>'.

in thnught fui mooti
lic sought the desertaà solitude,
Livitig a uweivemonth there
la fasting and ta prayen

Andi on a certain ay.'
lie stooti once more
At the Bloyed'à door.
Again tht voice didc T-

IIWho's therei'1
Hiumblyhbc made reçp0y,IlI sthysell, O Ard."

Tht door, as byltraaira accord,
Swung open, and lie catereti ln.

WRRRE 70 REGJN.

In nebuilding the walt arauad Jerusalem, under thc
direction of Nehuernah, i ls sald cf those engageti la
ibis important mark that îhey bultl' evory anc aven
against bis bouse." In all that Is donc ta promate the
cause cf God la the worid, eaci actor shouid bogin at
home, andi first attend ta self-imrprovement. Those
irbo pratess ta ho servants af thc Lord may talk much
about His cause, andi expatiate fluently and profusey>
upan lis pressing nocesÊties; they mnay deplore the
prevailing declension cf tht churches, and the exiiting
apati>' in regard ta thec daims cf a pcrishlng woniti;
they may flot bc natlccably bacirmard ln furnisbing
pecuaiary aid for the advancenti cf roliglous enter-
prises ; tc>' may bc identifieti muh tiiose engageti lui
suppanting Foreign andi Hoe Missions;, tht>' may
bc cen prominent as Sabbath schoal wotkers ; and
thus tiey ma>' ho a: mark upan the mcii ln general,
though negiecting ta bulld aver agaliast their air»
housesp by keepicg ther hearts miti ait diligence, and
maintalning a cloie walir miii God.

la uder dedliaing piety, tic>' greatly fai ta necelve
the promiseti aid cf the Haly Spirit, upc» whmci ait
their hope of success uicpcnds, and their attendant hn-
consistcacies ai lie, antd Improprieties, flot ta say
crnminalaties of conduct, canna: fail ta do much barta,
and ho as a gap la the vall, Ibrougi mmici the encra>
ma>' not oniy rvsh upon them, but upan Uic whole
city. Tco mon>' for wasi; z' more pcrsonal piety bnhng,
evii upon the cause o! Christ, whbich tlacy may bc

rde minous ai promotlng, andi for thc prosperit>' af milch
tbey mi>' ho labourlng, mile having Uic forci of god-
liness without the powter. Their labours ma>' net be
wiiaily i vain. Thcy ma) ove» accompiish snuch li
certan directions cf Christian effort la uhîclithey arc
ractive j but tiey migit produce fair grcater and better
resuits in miiat tbey do, were they ta begin rcaner
tomne. W±ii a bette: preaation ai earitic>' oulti
bc mare succcssîul La thc mark cf the Lord.

Public Christiaras should alzo bc privait. Chiistiauis

1~

Thaso Who arm $"ckg the promies cf religion gener.
ait>' shoultil fot Rose sigut ai ls claman upoi tiera pur.
soally. Nathlag irbaiever can taire the, place cf vital
plet>' and sp!iItuaLl religion lni Iny wha would engage
la adranciag tic cause cf Chtist la the world. The
hecart devotcd ta Goti anti filleti with the Holy Spirit
is tic staing point cf Christian efforts, such as Goti
uil amaantibics. For wrat ai a due conoideration
cf iis arder cf religious pragress, tite ha muci lait
labour la tic Churcb cf Christ. Tca mny seeus ta
prefer building anymbero but oves agatasi their amui
bouses. Any ather mark ha religion li more attractive
ta thema than h=ai mark. The>' are much better
keepens a! othera' vincyard: thac th:ir art. Heaco
tbcy labour, toi a great extent, lui vain, wien îiiey aught
ta bc succesiuiiy abounding la the mark ct tho Lord.
Unfortuaîey, they do flot begla at tic rîgit place.
Their heatn. arc not sulftciently enllsted. 'lbey> =r
destitute af tic boat cfat Impulses, sucii as fcl coase.
craion cfbeant afrords. la the supply cf irlai fthus
lacklng la thc piety of mny, woulti ho founti a remedy
fon the greatest evils nom deploreti Ln not a rem
ciurcbea.-Iathman.

TU£ TEACIIER OUT 0F .SCIOOL

In a truc sensu the. teaihes mark lis caRy hllI dont
irben Le leaves the classarcai. Eiewhene Le oust
upbuhid hlp aira character, and equlp bis mind andi
seul for uder wark ai Instrucion andi Influence ; arid
elsewbere lbc citea fand bis heut 'epportuahties for
mffectlng thc lives, of those miom hc regulani>' meets
as students.

A souti chanacter is, of course, tic hasts of succeis
la ever' mark ; witiot ht, am irluaipis must be sauer.
fichal andi shert.lived. Thc nature cf the output is
causeti by, anti meatuned by, tht nature of thc cause ;
thorus do not praduce figs, cor bramble, grapes
But tht teachtr, because cf the ver>' character of Lis

markI, la measureti by severer standards tbm» those
applieti ta markers out of tht strong ligh: cf dally
publîcity. Uc irbateaches or pre.ches, befone acass
cf learners or bearers, appears beibre tiera as a man.
Impresses a maa'ms farce upan their mhnds, muid Is
stnictly measureti by tbem lnamit thec attnibutes cf the
nobtc mmd. lfbe says,"UDo ibis,»or, "Refrain (nom
dolng tt" anid is aira 1e fais ta showr tic pnactice
of isi precepts, bis seholans are suit ta mark the
lacanslstency. Every tearlher nia>' meii take heeti,
mien hie sîmuideth, lest bc fait. Cbauces querles
bave net lest theïr force. If golti rsu, mhit~ sbould
Iran do? Loir cia mc have a dirty siepherd .nacdean
sheep ? Thc teacier out, of sciocl sbould stnive mii
ail bits power ta, make his iVe lire that cf Uic gteai
Teacher af ail, ln purity, andi sel(.sactlfic, anid con.
stant communion wiuh Goti. la ibis endoavour lie
bas neeti ta cry, ln the mords cf tht aid prayer:
"lFrara Uic cvii tuat is arouad and uilhin us, graclousty
deliver us; maire tic ph of duty plain before us, and
keep us la it evea unta tic eni.n lie Las need, aRia,
ta remember the exhortation : IlFirst, lasi, mnldst, and
witiont endi, bonaur ester>' truth by use."

Tht teacher out of scbool shouiti strive by ail means
ta develop muid sîrenuecn lits cbmrctcr as well at is
mind. Studeats altea despîse a learneti but untrust
morti>' teaci er, and respect onc mioe sauR Is large
andtrocn, thoug. lits mental porters bc flot cf tht
hîgiesi. A gooti man is net necessarly a gaond teacher,
but a bad mati cit hard>' teaci miseR>', witene lits
Intellectual compctence-S. S. Vines.

GOD IN YESUS.

When we lookc up ta jesus, mc sec nothing cf unich
ta o afrahd. Tht Invisible God, lndecd, eludes otan
sigit, but me ca» sec Hlm lin a graclous face me know
meil; isbR the oye of luth me cmn sec a geanle, loving
couctenance iooklng daman an us, miti cyes tuat for us
bavýebeen diramiii teans I Woec"tic glorycf God
ini the face of jesus Christ"; wecci» trut aur seuls to
H is biesseti keeping ; mc can morsbip and serv Hlm
"mai»o, bavlng not sen , we love'"-and love wlîbout
à fear i-A. el. R&eyd.

INi Mn. Spurgeonà's inexhaustiblc fuati cf mlustrative,
siories lis anc of a m=» mia useti ta say to isi wile .ý
l'Mary, go ta churci and pmay for us bau." But tbe
man drearnet anc night, irben be anid luis mille go: to
tic gaie cf hecaven Peter mid "Mary, go in for 1
bath."l Ho awoke anti madie up bis mndt tuat. It ii wur
tira. for hlm ta become a Chrisian an is cm»i âccuît.


