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froi the iimînierous tracks, they niuist be
pletîtiful, and could be ensily got if dogs
w'ere iised to liimai tiieni.

Proceeding on over soniîe short stret-
ches of water and a couple of short
portages, we îîext got to our long portage.
Thlis oiîe would alinost break your lxeart,
to say nothing about your back ; but we
get over it, and fiind ourselves iii a lake
of cotisiderable size, our intention beiug
to go out of our way to another lake,
which, being ini a reniote- place, would
likely afford the coveted siglit c~f a moose.
\Ve found, lîowever, at the lauding
%ýthere the trail commences that «'signs "
gave unnîiiistakable evidence that a con-
siderable party liad rcceîîtly visited the
place. We, therefore, walked across the
portage about a mile, and nt the lake wve
fûuudt thiat a large, well-equipped party
hiad beein thiere probably two weeks
before. There had beeii two texîts, be-
sicles those of the guides, as iîxdicatecl by
the balsani-bougli beds and the abund-
ance of eiipty catis. Debris of ducks,
partridge anci moose fuhty convinced us
that the said party liad beeni enjoyinig
life to theirlhearts' content. TIc air was
tainted w'ith decaying animal inatter,
andc, follow'ing up the scent, we sooni
caille uipon the hide of a cow inoose huuig
up to, dry, and getting back to the camp-
ing spot, we could hiave picked up, several
handfuls of exploded rifle shells, whichi
had evidently beeii u'4ed to shoot at a
target of bircli bark a short distance
awa.y. Rougli tables and seats liad beeîî
erected ini true picic sty le, andl other
appointînents of thr .a:np, led uls to infer
the party wvere '' tencler-feet, and liad
been macle up of probably a couple of
older heads andi several youiîg fellows,
first-rate at wauting ainmumltion by
shooting at a mark, and wlio, Mvienî they
are thrilst iito the presexîce of a inoose,
hiaîd the rifle to the guide to (Io the
shootinigi Such. parties Usually have more
mioney thau lierve of the righit kixu, aîid
are interlopers fromn the other side.

So inutcli for Our investigation of this
place. We went back to a camping
point on our reZular route. and here
again we hiac evidence in the shape of
shaik bouies and vertehrae that the
saie party liad preceded ils w'ith a
1irder ;vell supplied withi ioose meat.
That night: we decided to go out and

paddle quietly arouinc a sînali bay, and
tiiez two or three miles up the narrows
here formied. Mihen we gut to the part
wvhere we tiiouglut we woulcl stand a fair
chance of seeing a nîoose, disappoint-
ment met uis justead ; waftetl o1 the
evening air, the fetid scent of deconm-
posing flcsh assailed our nostrils. Thle
mnoose was there, but siauiglitereci andi
left ini its tracks to rot. We startedl at
once for camp, but ini passimmg the saine
place'.he next morning the spot was wehl
xnarked by the sudden, starting up of a
number of crows, and uipoii doser exaînii-
nation the carcass was revealeci minus
the head. *It liad been a bull mnoose,
killed for its horis.

About four miles to our naext portage,
wlîich is short and coniparativel3' easy,
wve enter another siali lake. Ili a little
bay to, the ight wve notice some ducks.
Trhey are of the sheidrake variety ; t1bey
feed exclusively on fishi, and the fleslh is
so stromig that they are totally unfit Éo be
eateîî. Tmey are also very wild and
liard tr> get near, but we liad surprised
thin arouud the corner, and! one that
flewv pretty near 1 induceci to wait till ive
picked Ihumîî up, the guide remarkimig that
wvas a good fat fehlov and somnething
lîke a duck. I told Iîim that the old
ones w'ere a littie strong, but pe. haps
the youmg ones (this %v'as a voting oume)
were ail riglit-we wvould try i. for
supper. I timouglit timis would be a good
chance to hiave a latigli at lis expense.
Accordiiigly, wlheii su»Drr~~< camne,
the duck was dU~y gotteni ready. i 4%oýk
particular care to have the filh f ried
first. Everïting being reacly, and the
tea well boileci, I sat a littie apart to
await resuits, w'hich very soon carne.
The guide, remarkimg, "It's sthrong,
ail riglit enougli," yet lie r,.rsevered;-
but presemtly saidl lie cotuldl ot go ammy
more of it. I gave a littie piece to the
dog, and it soon got sick at its stoniacli.
Our fryiimg-pani had to undergo bouse-
cleanimg that iiglah. The do- soon got
convalescent, andc the guide saici lie
wvould get even ou sonie one else the first
tiiiie he got a sheidrake.

Thlis provecl to be our last niighit ini
camp. \Xe have twenity miles to go Clid
seven porta--es to iake before we strike
the Blailche River, ammd then twenty-Six
miles to the " Head."
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