
THE ONTARTO FA]
WVlin the weatlicr is wvarm, ail dead becs and fi1th
should be clcancd from flic bivcs. Sec thatthcrc
arc no clusters of dead becs wedgcd betwecai tise
combs, if there are remiove thcnx. Sec that ail have
food enougli to iast fi fthc apple trecs blossoim. If
necessary fced nt the top of flie hive at suinset, flic
becs %will store it tlîrougls tlie niglit so that if wvilI
not induce robbing-. 1 bave found the sauccrs of
flowcr-pots with pieces of comb about ail ichi iii
diaineter brokexi into theni to prevetît tbc beus from,
gctting drowncd, te bc simple, elicap and biandy for
feeding. Thc becs talc the feed more readily from
among fragments of comb. Strenigtlîen vcry wcak
stocks by ecagirg iti strolng stocks, after tise
firsfdays fliglit, but first sec thaf fli eak stock is
nlot Quccnless, if it lie, add tise becs; f0 any stock
that may uîeed fhcm. Thl es inay lie suipplied
ifh uîîbolted rye flour as a substitutc for p)olen.

I discovcrcd last ycar that they Nwouid work bettur
stili on ivicat flour if niixed -%ith one third oafmca.11
Place it iii siîallow disbies ont of the wind, and drop
among it stuali piccCs of couil w'et with lioncy or
molases to ixiduce tie becs te commence taking if.
It is benieficial to promnotec arly brecding and checks
flie proesity f0 rob, for id1laess is tise forerunner
of mischïef among becsas -ivcii as amson- flic hurnan
family.

S. K. MITCHE LL,
St. -Mary's, Ontario.,

TIME SPARROW.

The Geninoraithiologists arTc -t flic presentf me
engagcd ia an interesting discussion oa tise xerits
antd demerits of tbc sparroiv. A Hanoverian suiper-
infendelit, named Overdceick, hiaving- charged flic
sparrow wvith bcing a most destruictive eseinyfo ag-
riculture, Professor Gleel, of Halle, one of flic1
nsost eminent rcprcscîîtatives of that brandi of
flatural history, fouk, opposite grounci, and trinin-
pliant iy viîidicafed fle tuscfuilucss of ftic sparrowv.
Dr. Giebel, of course, dees isot dcny thaf flie spar-
row bas a fondiicss for luciosîs cherries and other
good fhings. IlWe caxmnot expeet fliat flic bird
shall work for us during flic day, confihîing ifs en-
orgies cxciusivcly te flic destruction of insecfs, and
rejeef flic fempting cherries or corn, frein a pure
feeling of duty. Tise nîcrry da-y-tlicef wvants a
change of dicf as mucli as ire do, and ive must asd-
mnitfhaf lie is la flic rigbit wblen Il- vil1 ncither bc
au exclusive v-cgctariau nor a muent cater, but wvritcs
upon biis stanidard'mnt anid vegetables."' A fief
recently foid by ftic Danzig Z»iîing. proves that tbe
spaiTro% docs ziet confine hîmscif te fruit even iwlscn
hiccan get asn-mmcliais lie ivishcs.. Frcderick 11., cf
Prussia, iwaiking one day along fixe ferrace of Sans
Souci, noficcd that flic sparows Nwcr- busy at work
among ftxe beautifull grapes, -%vhich were large, of
gi-cnt excellence, anti in large quantifies. Enr.ag-cd
nt tIse impudent birds lic offcred a lirice for tlieur
lieads, and iitlîin a féw -%veks not a single sparrow
,was te bc scen in ftie royal gardens. In flie foël-
lowiisg ycar, hiowcvcr, not a single grapc ripencd.
.After ftic destruction of flhe sî>nrro-ws, fthe grubs, cnt-
erpillars, and smails could carry on tlieur depreda-
tiens as they p1cas d, andtie flcKing soon saw f hiat
aîthotigli flic sparrows %vere great thieves (wlîiclî
nobody denies) tixir useful qualifies far nmere thais
counfcrbnlanced flicir bad ones. Frcdcrick quickiy
repcnicd bis ediet against ilic sparrows, and since
that tume flicre have been bel,' fat sparrows and
beautiful grapes ini Sans Soi

EMER. [MARCHI,

THE ]3ACHELOR AIND THE BEES.

A bachelor laird who reaide8 in the locale offlie
Lomond Iille, in Fifeshire, hiaving been presented
1with a jar of honey frein a meigbbouring cultivafor
of the soul and a bec-keeper to boot, became 80 at-
traeted by the nectarious liquid finit lio resolved upon
beconming an apinrian instanter. After considerable
Iiiggling lie became possessed of a swarm of bouey-
gatiserers and liad tim borne f0 his liomeatead, but
owing te, the severt-y eof thse frost nt fthe finie, lie,
througls a teeling of pity toivards thse insects, liad
fin piaeed over niglit in bis lied i'oom and in fronti
eof a lazing lire. TIse bee-nsaster turned inte lied f0
dreara of flowery mcads and ambrosial sweefs, buit
toards midnieght a drumming singinti Sound, .ifa

cengregation of' pigînies were at -psaim.sîngn,
aroused iliai from bis repose. Thse entrance eof thse 1
straw ekep cenfsining' tbe eolony lîad net been pro-
perlyclosed, and the swarm, thousande strong, were
in aetivity around bum 1 Iis loud cries for aid brougitj
prompt assistance, but not without suiffering keenly
froni tise darns of the inseefs wnas lii allowed te leave
tise rmain. Considerable difficuity wvas experienced
ia gettinr, the bees returned te their former quarters,
and thse tsird, baviag bad enougli of bee-keeping, bas
resolved ne-rer again te bie se tenmpted by t: sveets."
-North British .Dail Mail.

A ]KNOWING DTJCK.

ABOUTr a yenr ago, Mr. Win. llrow broiuglit frein
Woodstock, Onfario, a fine large Muecovite drake.
The bird wvas kept for a fewv days, and on .Clristmns
mnorning suddeniy disappcarcd. A fcsv days since
Mr. Brow was at Weodsfeck,7 amsd spoke fo the nMail
of ivliom lie lsad purclînsed ftic duck, rclating ifs
loss. The Onnadian infor-icd. Mr. B. that tlic ducl-
wvas licre, and liad becn flicre iseariy a year, and
5001 buîîtcd up flic bird, proving ifs ideuitify by a
mark on flic foot. L'poa comparing notes, if yas
ascertaissed tixat fisc duck, arrived flîcre on flic
ecaing of tise 27tli of Deccmber, baviîxg been net
quite tire days and two niglis iu flying bnck te ifs
former homle, a distance of 2413 miles. If t a
bronght here by express, in a box, and must bave
journeyed by instinct. Mr. Broîv breuglit flic bird
liack frein Canada.-J-ýackson (Midli.) Citizen.

KCOrEL APPLICATION 0F Cowes T>A1S,-NO, liffle
eonstrmatfi'n ivas cauised on a farni in tise neiglîbor-
hood of Ningiassie, iii Fifeshxire, lately, owing to a
nuinber of tise cows bclenging te flie fariner bcing
shorn cf thxe Iair tisat adorncd fimeir tails. Tise
farm. ei ivas inucl perplexcd about the affair, for li
had strange and strong surnsîsings fiaf flic distigura-
tien performcd ou lus 1,crunimies" *1 as flic doingj
of some one -,rlise lad ne good feeling of fricndship;
yct ou looking round hlm>, lie ceuld nef point flic
finger of imnpeachxment f0 oneC. The niatter -Tieved
lxim sorciy, and net a fcw cotincil meetings -vcrc
lield by hum. ant i s good dame on flic mnatter, yct
withoutany fruitfui issue, unfil iîis bctterlsalfpicked
up a chxignxon on tise maid servants dressing-tabe,,
aîsd icih was owned by a servant girl -vlio lsnd
enfcred on flic dîsties cf dniry-mnnid attse Mlarfiamas
terni ]asf, ilic le 1 it n'as clcarly dcmenstrafcd
f liat said chignon ixad iscen mnmufacfured out eof fis
lîusbandinanfs cews' fails. Its owncr now mmde ne
secret of the affair, but statcd fliat se biad snpplied
nunibers of hcrfair friends with simlar head adora-
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