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Thîis n~as the one thing in w'hicli the writcr -was intcrè'sted and
wl'hîdi lie soughit to iniipress on the mninds of bis readers. If

lie refers to the separate parts of the world in detail, it is flot
to gYIVe lis scientific information at all, but onilv to eut the

grtOii(1 cicar awvav fi-oi un(lcrneatll thic various formis cf
niatuirc-worsliip wlhicli liad growvn up almoiugl nicn, andl lie refers

to thieni onl' so far as is necessary for bis 1)ui-posc. The order

of creation is a. purely ideal order. without.an scientific sic,

ificance at ail. Substanitially the saine order is found in the

older Chialdacaezn account of ci-cation rccently decipliered on

the clay tablets, of Nineveli and Borsippa-anî accounit so 'Dut-
r.-g-eoulslv polythcistic thiat nuo one for a moment %vould thînk

of taking it as inspired. Tuie i3iblical -%vritcr miay vcry wcll

have adoptcd flie order tra(litionalIV currein anion« Scnîitic
n:ations as the one bcst suited t0 bis purpose of correctiro- ille

polytlicisni that. lad becomie associatcd w'itli it. wvitIîout i-
ten(incg to votucli ini an>' wvay for its accuracv. Iiu truili, strict

accuraer inii minor inatters of fact is about thic Iast thing witlî

whiichi the poct concernis liiimself.

It iay perbaps surprise sonie to, have the fi-st chaptcr o[

Genesis trcated as a poeuii. Dut the exanîple of the IC4tli
Psalîîî shows tliat the creation wvas regrc as a fit thiene fur
poctic composition, and a singie glance at the Genesis story
reveals tiat it! bas both tthe artificialitv o! forni and flic cleva-

Lion of tiiouglit whIicIi arc flic universal characteristics o!

pocetry iu evcry agc. For strong drainatiac power and1 scenic
Cffect, the ilnstaniitaniouis results o! flic creative fiats o! thec

Almîghity hiave iicy-r beeîîsrpsc ini the wh11ole rag !lit-

ci-ati-e. Surc:. wvifl ill our boastcd adv'ancc iin culture and
litcrarv disccrîuîîcîît. wc have reachied a stage whcere we caîi
rccc.gnIZC a gYenuinle pocmI, even thougli iimbcdded in a prose
na,-iiraîivc, and inl.crpret it accordingly. No oîîc bas ce'cr lui
;uiiv scicntific (juan-el withl the 104t11 Psahuil, because tbiat is
foeuud iii a conlfesscdIlv poctical coliction. Once we !railkl-
regardI ibis as poctical too, geological objections 10 its accura cy


