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coarse and brutalized apponients, they have neyer attempted ta deny Risessential purity, and Ris determined emphasis af the laiv of righiteousncss.The dificulty, as 1 have said, lies not in the grasp of the understanding, butln the submission of the will. IlThe natural man receiveth flot the thingS ofthe spirit af God." Christianity is a serious and salemn thing ; it obtrudescontinually before us the obligation ta do what is right; by its symbol of thecross it indicates that self-sacrifice is the highest form of life-that throughsufferingw~e enter inta glary. Na wonder that many escapes should be soughitfromn the presence ai truths sa, unwelcome ta flesli and blood; sa, alien ta thepurpases of selfish ambition; sa fatal alike ta human pride and human self-sufficiency. If Christianiity were mereiy a prablem presented ta, the intellect,itivould flot meetw~ith such persistent apposition. It ivould be either saivedarn 1 accepted as a fixed truth, or, if it proved taa difficuit, abandoned withregret until aur pawers had grawn strang enaugh ta grapple with it. Thealternative is flot between knoivledge and ignorance, but between abedienceand disabedience. IlIf any man wvili do His will, hu shail knoiv ai thedoctrine whether it be ai God." IlIt is a poor and pitiable life indeed.:'says an elaquent divine, Ilthat cannot understand in some degree, out ai itsown history, the experience ai the Tenptation and Gethsemane. Who ai ushas flot bow,.ed his will ta some supreme lau', accepted some abedience as theatmasphere in which his lufe must live, and faund at once that his mind'sdarkness turned ta light, and that many a hard question iound its answer?Who bas flot sometirnes seemed ta see it ail as clear as dayiight, that flot bythe sharpening ai the intellect ta supernatural acuteness, but by the submis-sion af the nature ta its true authority, inanw~as at last ta, canquer truth ;that flot by aganizing struggles aver cantradictary evidence, but by harmonywith Hlm, in whom, the answers ta ail aur doubts are folded, a hartnony ;vithlm brought by abedience ta Him, aur doubts must be enlighitened? " Thisis the secret ai the whole matter: when the nature ai man is thoroughiyreneuved, we shall hear rnuch less ai inteliectual difficulties in regard taChristianity. The 'vise mon will be willing ta descend from. that dagrnatic:pedestal, an which they seem ta think the Church bas a mnopaly; they ivilibegin ta be ashamed ai their Popedom. over the human intellect; they uvilidiscaver that there are higher foins of kaowledge than those iwhich are laidbare by the scalpel ai the anatamist, or unfided by metaphysical inquiry;theyw'iii awvake ta the cansciausness that they have dwai-ied and almostdestroyed the best and noblest part af their nature, and will be content, atlength, in the humility and faith ai little childi-en ta enter the gate ai theRingdomn ai Heaven !
We have but ta examine the highest foiras ai Culture in the ancient warldta uaderstand uvhat its issue will be, iwhen, undirected by Divine uisdoni, itessays ta develop the faculties ai men and fulfil theïr real destiny. If any


