
Thie Religrion of Rudyard Kipling i

work may be-wiIl not be denicd " The Vision Splendid'
and we arc therefore prepared to believe-as we rcally êind
on re-reading hiis books-tliat Rudyard Kipling- tie înost

modern of poets in every sense of the terra, continues, ini a
work-a-day forra, but in a wvôrLliy spirit, tie religious tradi-
tionis of M--ilton and Wordsworth, of Tennyson and Browing.iç

Take, for instance, lus lines of dedication to "«Soldliers
Thiree," whiichi appearcd eleven ycars ago iii India:

L), 1 l:zve ivoîgtlu conîionl ehIN
]Rouglz1 figutres o! :i ro-01hlewl r-ace,
For peuris.sirew not. thie mnarket p)lace
lit tJzis iny town ofiizi lsJzmnent,
Wli1ere wit) thre sluifting diit 1 phiy,
And eat the brew l cl iscontent.

'Yet is thiere life in tiat- 1 inake.
O, Thmi that. knowest, turu and sie.
As th>» hast power over ine,
%zo lhavte I power ovcr tliese,
Ilecmise 1 wrotigl it, tliin for Tliv k,
And breathced iii tlhein mineO agwonie.

Sini Iiiirtl i :s in Itle îa il ow
1 lit the clothl that Clouks I lle ChIV,
Anîd %vearied at Thiv fect 1 L:îv
)lv w.ires ec I go forth to sell.
The long Imimar will praise, bult. Thon
II*irt of uy hieart-, luave 1 donc wehI?"

The youig muan whio offered suchi a prayer as lie wvent
forth to seli his literary Nvares wvas uiot utterly devoid of
religyious reverence.

Tliree years later appcared "Life's Handicap," and that
religion -was the dynanuiic emotion of this wvork also is evideîut
froin the closing lnes

.111 iny ''w ' work bor th 3l

Greit~ over-mer! 1 înakfle mv lirayer.

If tiiere be good ini fliat. T wirotgiqlt.,
Thiv ltuiff coinpledl-( it, 'huiter, ']'hiie!
'\Vlere I lui;ve fiflcd to illci Tlîy thouglit.,
1 kniow througlî Te the biziune i, ine.


